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UBGSTIT 6.
The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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MEETING OF COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

OO DDIBNBD O

(wrewTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher Education
and Highways and Leader of the House of Parliament)
Steering Committee &z sed 6 2.30 O 515D Do,

B0 DDIBNBD O

(wrewTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

At what time do you want to have it?

o0 eBEO BBaqFe Owmo

(reTyfl@ svsagLosst &liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

We will have it at 3.30 p.m. =& ©6; 3.300 Bwg.
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OO DABNWBDH O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Ben® 5 g8 »ed 85 2.000 s050ge?

o BEOS ABaFe Dvmo

(oressrfl@ svgangLosT #iflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Otherwise, the times of Committee meetings are
clashing.

OO DAIBNBDHR O

(omessTLLll @ FUTHTWST S)euideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, that is right. Actually, at the last meeting, we
decided to have it at 2.30 p.m.

o BEOS ABaFe Dvwmo

(oressTLll@ svFangLoei #iflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

But when you fix the time, you must check it with the
time of other Committee meetings. The Steering
Committee is meeting at 2.30 p.m. today. So, I cannot
attend both Committees at the same time.

OO DIBNBHD O

(omedsTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

I understand that. Anyway we can amend that. That is
okay.

o BEOS ABaFe Dvwmo
(omessTLll@ svFangLosiT #iflsTsvev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
We will meet at 3.30 p.m.

OO DAIBNWBDHR O
(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay, we will do so.

o0 ety QeadsD ®vmo

(oressrflg SBevreas @ ewouiHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

What about having it at 1.30 p.m. as we suspend for
lunch at 12.30 p.m?

OO DIBNBDHR O

(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST Syeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Is it okay to have it at 1.30 p.m.?

o0 BEOS ABaFe vwmo
(oressrLll@ svFangLosiT #iflsTsvev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Yes, 1.30 p.m. is okay.

OO DAIBNWBH O

(omessTLll@ FUTBTWST Sjeuidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay. Then we will have the Committee on
Parliamentary Business at 1.30 p.m.



881 208Bedsind 882

88 eCEor»es 8w sIde
FrliNss iUl L usSrsbiser
PAPERS PRESENTED

OO DBBID WO IR Vwmo (DO 5w 8B e®xIn
yBescdmoen g@ims W edh) oved Ym

830800 &)

(wrewryll  swhHs  SHoITHVES - &Tewll  WHMILD
UTTTERLOSTD LMIF TEDLOLIL] SIeVLDEFF(HLD S TFTBISHS &L Fluflest
WP HBEHTELTFTEILD)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.

o6 LS A8ade Svwmo

(orewrLfl@ svgagLosst HliflsTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Question put, and agreed to.

OO OB WS €IBEH DwDo

(oressryll@ SWhe SmHenTTSVS55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)
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@0 BBS PEBE g@JeEs OHm

(oressryfl@ giagTT @)bHaiefsv ojwrGeeor)

(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
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(omedsTLLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuidHei)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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OO DAIBNWBDHD O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6r)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g@m gom 1-115/'15- (1), ©c; dBm vBSew Onmo.

®©C B vBRSem Owmo

(wrerflg LbHe LBlren)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

B0 DOIENBHHOB, & OO yadmw Gmo.

OS] ®BBID OB R DWmo

(oressyLll@ SWhs SmHeTTHV55)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O DOIBNBDROB, 8@y ®) 5 Kb yRsHB
o @838 ®OYn @RS DNEDsT & O YEH®WO
BENT 2O wewr 8B e W 9E o 83O,
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Question ordered to stand down.
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KATHTHANKUDY DIVISIONAL SERCRETARY'S DIVISION:
STATE LANDS GIVEN ON GRANTS/PERMITS

1173/°16

2. ®G6] 98, 8D, 98, e3E @y Owmo

(LomessTLL8)(@) 6TLD.6TE.6TLD. FEVLDT6IT)

(The Hon. M.H.M. Salman)
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PO y&renn MmO,

(i) 0® Poedds oCm®  emOwBed
82 BmoPs D8 Sed A® yLm/ACHY
O A OO e gwe® WS Bede;

(i) VeEm»®, " guedsn YOITHw IO e,
(iv) ©® que®moOsI0 0® ¢l ye/ACHY) OB
CR 1B 90O yOrgaws eSO EHE;
@5¥) D0 @OV wwdd ¢xITemBe?
(20) @0 deLE 50, S Oxc?

&Tewfl WHMID LTTTEHLETD LMIFTEDLOLIL] 6D LFF DTS
Gl eflerT:
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O[6TeY WITG;
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(iv) Gupuy elaweuriiugrilsepdsd @)DHenmeasnr

ojefliiy/e_Mwliug S rhisst suruilevors

QUPBISLILI(HETET ST euwils 6 63T Sy6Tey WIrd);
STETLIENS e @)dFFewLid@ Plalliiumrym?

(=) @)STCmed, syeir?

asked the Minister of Lands and Parliamentary
Reforms:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the total extent of lands belonging to state
mstitutions in Kaththankudy Divisional
Secretary's Division in the Batticaloa

District;
(i) whether residents of the aforesaid
Divisional =~ Secretary's Division have

submitted applications for obtaining state
lands on grants/ permits;

(iif)  if so, the number of applications that have
been received; and

(iv)  the extent of land that have been granted to
those applicants on grants/licences as at
present?

(b) Ifnot, why?

OO ©BBIBD WS €IBEH Do

(oreTll@ SWhHS S(HewTTEeVE5S)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

O D ONBDREOB, OO yHAEm WO BERS 0®edB.

(@) () ocowcyp Cdfdmed ®TnTnd goddw
eC®O® emVdiw BE BB s gawmsd
52 PEO yOrenw eWNEIwWIS 137 @ s @D.
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(i) e vy weypo 98u WS @B 9EE®
3002500 1,0008.
88es 8 D¢ wewo @aBut WS B eEE®
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(@) @cg em0ed.

®G; OO, B, OO, e8FOxT BWwmo

(LomevdTL) L8l 6TLD.6TE.6TLD. FEVLOTEIT)

(The Hon. M.H.M. Salman)

O DOIBNBHROB, ©O OB 0w WO Oeod

BB ¢nd y@»B e®GA.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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(The Hon. M.H.M. Salman)
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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PERSONS ENTITLED TO USE AIR FORCE HELICOPTERS FREE
OF CHARGE: DETAILS

1177/°16
3. 06 cexs ywt KO®BFIBRE Owmo
(wrewryll@ 2 sw Lrurg sibesrLilev)
(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)
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(v) 2015.01.099gp dagd Qsrdssd
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(=) B)STCMed, sy6ir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:
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(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether the Government has any definite
policy about local air navigation;

(i) what Government-post holders are entitled
to use helicopters of the Sri Lanka Air
Force free of charge;

(i) what Government institutions are entitled to
use helicopters of the Sri Lanka Air Force
free of charge;

(iv) what persons bear Government positions
that enable them to local travel by air using
Govermment funds; and

(v) what Government Ministers, Members of
Parliament and officers travelled by air
locally using funds from the Government,
State  Corporations or  State-owned
Companies from 09.01.2015 to 31.10.2016,
what times they made these journeys, what
occasioned the visits and what costs they
incurred, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?

®O0 G0 B¥wdddm ©wvmo

3@ ®0)

(wrewryll@ meust el wieuigesr

O|WLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene - State Minister of

Defence)
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(The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila)
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PROPERTY BELONGING TO MR.HARRISON FERNANDO
DAMAGED IN 1987: COMPENSATION
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asked the Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation,
Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs:

(@) Is he aware that-

(1) the Tiger terrorists launched a brutal attack
in the Earvur Punnakuda fishing village in
the Munankudichchi Grama Niladhari
division in Baticaloa District in which Mr.
W. Harrison Femando and other villagers
lived and massacred a number of people in
the year 1987;

(i) he lost his place of business, vehicles and
all other belongings in that attack;

(iii) even though the Rehabilitation of Persons,
Properties and Industries  Authority
confirmed the relevant facts by its letter
dated 14.03.1996 no relief has been granted
to him and his family members for the
damage they sustained?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether arrangements will be made to pay
compensation to Mr. Harrison Fermando
who is currently residing at Varunagama in
Wellawaya in Moneragala District for the
damage sustained by him;
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(i) if so, the date the compensation will be
paid?

(c) Ifnot, why?

oG D.98. LSDBsne¢s’  Owm  (DSTBN®C
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wmFremiiy,
B hBIDD HIUVEET SeVLOFFIT)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan - Minister of Prison Reforms,
Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs)

Hon. Speaker, Answer to Question No.11 (a) (i), (ii),
(ii1) and (b) (i), (ii) is as follows:

(@) The Rehabilitation Authority has no records
regarding the damaged properties of Mr. Harrison
Fernando. However, we have sent a letter to Mr.
Harrison Femando to submit his application with
the relevant documentation to take necessary
action to pay the compensation by the
Rehabilitation  Authority. According to our
circular, we have also sent copies of same to the
Divisional Secretary of Eravur and the Divisional
Secretary of Wellawaya to expedite the process.

(b) The Rehabilitation Authority will take necessary
action after receiving the relevant documents from
Mr. Harrison Fernando.

FewnFEFTeneVH6T

yerreurpeusfliiy, 166rGCuwmmd  wHmib

(¢) Does not arise.

®0 @8, 98, gomsI¢ WSISBT Bwmo

(wresrLfl@ Ceg.611D. yevTh @ LTTAN)

(The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri)

Sir, this incident took place 30 years back. Therefore,
some of the documents are missing. But, I spoke to the Hon.
Minister to see whether he was willing to make this payment
based on an affidavit submitted by the victim. Will that be
possible?

@0 8.98. 8D8xm0¢5T Swmo

(Lo esTLLf@) 1g.-6T1D. HOUTLABTSH6HT)

(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)

Hon. Member, that could be done. If the documents
are not available, and if there is an affidavit available and
also if the village headman of the area can certify that this
has happened, on that basis, probably we can do it.

@G 8. 98. 53¢ WS ICEBT Owmo

(omevorLfl@ Bgg.671D. DY&aTHS G TTF M)

(The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri)

I have a document which certifies that this incident
took place 30 years back and the Divisional Secretary as
well as the Grama Niladari has certified that. So, based on
that, if you can make this payment, it would be really
helpful.

OO DAIBNWBDH O
(orewoT Ll @ FUTBTWST Sjeuis6i)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay. You can do that.

@G 8.08. 80085¥0¢5T Owmo
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(The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan)
Okay.

OO0 DIBNBHD S

(orewr L@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6rT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you very much.
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asked the Minister of Hill Country New Villages,
Infrastructure and Community Development:
Is he aware that -

@)

(b)

©

)

(if)

(iii)

(iv)

14 families are still living in a highly
vulnerable situation in the lower division
of the Wogen Estate in Mathugama after
the land slide which occurred there in the
year 2014;

the National Building Research
Organization has nstructed the
management of the estate in June 2014 that
the houses of the aforesaid people should be
removed from that place;

providing optional lands has been delayed
due to the clash between these people and
the management over the allocation of
optional lands; and

21 families have been living in the
Iluppuwatta division of the Delkith Estate
in Agalawatta for the last 2 years, inwhich
a similar landslide risk is prevalent?

Will he inform this House -

@

(if)

whether steps will be taken to commence
some housing project for the people who
have undergone much strain and
encountered threat to their lives as is
mentioned above; and

if so , the current progress of'it?

Ifnot, why?
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LAND AND HOUSE USED BY MR. ROHANA WIJEWEERA:
BASIS OF ACQUISITION
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the land and the house used by Mr.
Rohana Wijeweera, which is situated in
Ulapane area in Kandy District, is used by
the Govemment for some activity at
present;

(i) if so, whether it is after paying some
amount of money as compensation to his
family or any other institution that the
aforesaid land and the house have been
acquired for an activity of the Government;

(iii)  if so, the amount of compensation paid
along with the date on which it was paid;
and

(iv) if not, the basis on which the aforesaid land
and the house have been acquired by the
Government along with the basis on which
it is being used at present?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.

Chaminda Wijesiri)
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asked the Minister of Sports:
(@) Willhe inform this House -

(i) the number of playgrounds that have been
developed in Badulla District by now after
this Government of Good Govemance
came into power;
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(i)  the names of the aforesaid grounds;

(ii)) the amount of money spent for developing
playground  mentioned
separately;

each

above,

(iv) the names and the addresses of the persons
who obtained the contracts for developing
the playgrounds concemed along with the
amount of money paid by the Ministry to
them, separately?

(b) Ifnot, why ?
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asked the Minister of Industry and Commerce:
(@ Willhe inform this House-

(i) the approved cadre of the Lanka Mineral
Sands Limited in Pulmudei;

(i) the number of employees in that company
at present;

(iii) the profit eamed by this company in the
previous year;

(iv) the divisions that are operative under this
company; and

(v) separately, the number of employees who
are serving in each of the aforesaid
divisions?

(b) Will he also inform this House-

(1) the number of newly recruited employees
to the company; and

(i) the scheme of recruitment that was
followed to recruit those employees?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(a) (i) The approved cadre of the Lanka Mineral Sands Ltd

Pulmudai is 842 (70 in the Head Office, 680 in the
factory in Pulmudai and 92 in Kokilai.)

(i)  The number of employees in that company at present
is 683 employees as at 30" , June 2017.

(iii)  The profit earned by this company in the previous year
was Rs.154 million.

(iv)  The divisons that are operative under this company are
as follows;

1. Head Office at Rajagiriya
2. Factory at Pulmudai
3. Ship Yard at Cod Bay

4. New factory at Kokilai (The preliminary
constructions have just been started according to
the provisions.)
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(v)  The number of employees who are serving in each of (i)  The methodologies of recruitment that was followed to
the aforesaid divisions are as follows; recruit them were;
Head Office.
Isit in
Division No. of employees No. of accord-
1 Administration 36 newl.)t/ No. of a?fle with Methodoloies of "
. . |recruit-| ap- e ap- ethodologies of recruit-
2 Accounts _ 21 No | Designation ed | proved | proved ment
3 Internal Audit 07 employ-| posts | Scheme
4 Supply 16 ees of recruit-
5 Transport 16 ment?
6 Marketing 08 1 | Consultant 1 No. No. | Has been recruited for
] g T 6 (Human three months on contract
ccurt y. i Resources) basis and extended the con-
8 Other Ministry 02 tract period for six months.
Total 122 - In contradiction with the
SOR. - The Cabinet approv-
. . lal which should be obtained
Factory in Pulmudai to recruit an executive of-
No.of ficer over 60 years old has
Division ol.ooe:;n— not been obtained.
— - POy 2 | Consultant 1 No. No. |Has been recruited for three
1. Administration 45 .
(Accounts) imonths on contract basis - In|
2. Personnel 8 contradiction with the SOR -
3. Accounts 19 The Cabinet approval which
4 Audit 04 should be. obtained to recruit
lan executive officer over 60
5. Supply 07 years old has not been ob-
6. Stores 16 tained.
7. Security 42 3 | Consultant 1 No. No. [Has been recruited for three
(Marketing months on job assigning
8. Labora'ttory 19 Promoter) basis. - In contradiction with
9. Electric workshop 40 lthe SOR. - The Cabinet
10. | Generator power house 07 approval which should be
T1. | Mechanical workshop 2 obtained to recruit an execu-
. _ tive officer, over 60 years
12. | Maintenance unit (House and road) 73 old has not been obtained.
13. | Carpentry Workshop 02 4. | General 1 1 Yes. | Anofficer of Sri Lanka
14. | Water supply unit 16 Manager IAdministrative Service has
15. | Water plant yard -Yan Oya 06 peen recr_ulted on secopd—
iment basis. - The qualifica-
16. | Factory Block A 39 tions have been fulfilled
17 Factory BlockB 24 laccording to the SOR meth-
) Y odology.
18. | Factory Block € 20 5. | Security 1 1 Yes. | Has been recruited on job
19. | Mining Unit 07 Manager assigning basis considering
20. | Transport 1 the requirement of service.
oA Vehicl p— " 5 The qualifications have not
: chicle maintenance unt been fulfilled according to
22. | Excavator 01 the SOR. - The request has
23. | Dry sand factory 43 beeq madf: to amend the
qualifications of the SOR
24. | Wetsand factory 39 which are relevant to this
25. | Tugand Barge Yard 06 [post.
Total 561 6. | Civil Engi- 1 2 Yes. | The qualifications have
neer been fulfilled according to
(i) Number of employees recruited from 01.01.2017 to the SOR. Has been r.ecrult—
30.06.2017 is 15. ed by calling the applica-
tions through the public
1. Competent Authority 01 post [newspapers.
2. Consultant 03 posts 7. | Civil Engi- 1 - Yes. | Has been recruited on job
3. General Manager 01 post neer lassigning basis. - Has not
. been recruited by calling
4. Security Manager 01 post L
.. . applications through the
5. Civil Engineer 02 posts public newspapers accord-
6. Casual Sanitary Labour 02 posts ing to the relevant proce-
7. Management Assistant 01 post dure.
. . 8 | Sanitary 2 6 Yes. | Have been recruited on
8. Mechanical Englneer 01 post Labourer casual basis. - The qualifica-
9. Laboratory Assistant 01 post lions have been fulfilled
10. Casual Office Assistant 01 post laccording to the SOR meth-
11. Refrigerator Technician 01 post pdology.
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No. of
newly
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No | Designation ed pror\)fed proved
employ-| posts | Scheme
ees of recruit-
ment?

Methodologies of recruit-
ment

9. | Manage- 1 52 Yes.
ment Assis- the interview. - The qualifi-
tant cations have been fulfilled
laccording to the SOR meth-
lodology.

- Has been recruited through

10. | Mechanical 1 2 Yes.
Engineer

- Has been recruited by
calling applications through

qualifications have been
fulfilled according to the
SOR methodology.

the public newspapers. - The

11.| Laboratory 1 [ Yes.
Assistant

- Has been recruited on job
lassigning basis considering
the requirement of services.
- The qualifications have
been fulfilled according to
the SOR methodology.

12.| Office As- 1 16 Yes. | Has been recruited on
sistant
tions have been fulfilled

laccording to the SOR meth-

lodology.

casual basis. - The qualifica-

- Has been recruited as
substitute worker consider-
ling the requirement of ser-
vices. - The qualifications
lhave been fulfilled accord-
ling to the SOR methodolo-

gy-

13.| Refrigerator 1 1 Yes.
Technician

(c) Does not arrise.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial
Councils and Local Government)

Hon. Speaker, can I make a clarification, please?
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Yes.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Speaker, when the Bill was originally presented,
the Elections Commissioner stated that certain technical
amendments had to be made for the purpose of having the
election. Consequent to that, there were Party Leaders'
Meetings; there was a consistent dialogue and
subsequently amendments were made based on that
dialogue. But if any Member in this House requires
clarification of those amendments, my officials are
present in a Committee Room and they are in a position
to -
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We will discuss that at the Party Leaders Meeting.
Now start the Debate.
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Order for Second Reading read.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial
Councils and Local Government)

I move,
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"That the Bill be now read a Second time."

Hon. Speaker, I present this Bill to amend the Local
Authorities Elections (Amendment) Act, No. 22 of 2012.
The pith and substance of this Bill is to facilitate the
election. When this Act, No. 22 of 2012 was brought
about, due consideration was not given in regard to the
manner in which the election should be held. Therefore,
amendments were needed to facilitate it.

Consequent to that, the present Government brought
in the Local Authorities Elections (Amendment) Act, No.
1 of 2016 where we introduced female representation.
That was a very progressive move in the history of our
country where women were given a quota of 25 per cent.
Whilst this dialogue was going on, there were requests by
Party Leaders that there should be an increase in the quota
of the PR system. Thereby, the 30 per cent was increased
to 40 per cent to facilitate representation of all parties and
when such amendment was brought about, the
requirement of 25 per cent had to be brought in within the
40 per cent. So taking into consideration all these aspects,
I would say that this Bill is very progressive.

Sir, various allegations have been made that we
postponed this election. I would like to state to go on
record in this House that at no stage has this Government
postponed this election.
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Sir, I will make a brief statement at the end. At this
stage, I will leave it to other Members to address the
House.

G wwrf@d mom &
QflsoTir TSSO LILIGILID D).
Question proposed.
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Do you want me to respond to that?
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No, no. I am only asking this because it is an
important question.
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Hon. Minster, you reply at the end of his speech.
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Hon. Minister, why do you not reply at the end of his
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, let them reply later. I have only 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes. Otherwise, we are just wasting our time. So,
Hon. Minister, if you do not mind, why do you not reply
once the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena finishes his speech?
He has only three more minutes.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

We have 53 Members in the Opposition. We are
getting only a few minutes to speak. This is the
democracy that people are talking of in the yahapalana
fraud. This is not democracy. This is the yahapalana
fraud and that is what you all are trying to do even today
and you try to put the blame on the JO. The JO is not
going to get caught in your trap. We will support any
nonsense, but you should explain what the nonsense is.
That is the duty of the Hon. Minister. He should explain
these 50 Amendments one by one and tell us what the
result is going to be, because the Commission is unable to
explain the result. Our Members went to the Commission
yesterday.
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You have to give a mandatory order to a Party. Hon.
Minister, it has to be a mandatory order. - [Interruption.]
Wait! Iam telling you this because you are going to create a
result which is going to be worse than people coming
through the back door to Parliament. After the Parliamentary
Election held in August, 2015, we know how people came
through the back door. The whole country knows about it. In
the same way, you are going to act now. I do not want to
dwell on that matter any further. e® BB 28 Busless. &
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We will discuss that later.
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Hon. Minister, you have the Floor to explain this.
Various allegations have been made. You have to reply
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Hon. Speaker, there is no intention in these proposed
Amendments to bring any Member through the back door.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM

ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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Order, please! Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you can
commence your speech.
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You have been allocated ten minutes.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed.
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(rewrllg Gudsseist Lrsls sailFreari oyeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
There is no point of Order in that.
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(orevorLyLfl@ BeSledT LT TT g2wiam)
(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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(wrewryllg Gusselst Lrds sallereri ojeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, please sit down!
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
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(wresrL)fl@ eurHGHeu BHTewTTWSSTT)
(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@S Bewdss 02 08B

(orer Ll @ Gussefer Lrsls sallarari )euiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

OO Daggedd BBNWEENIS OV

(omessrL L)@ surHGHeu HIewTTILSSETT)

(The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara)

oG Bewdss mom svisBn®A, he is not talking about
the subject matter which is before the House today. We
are discussing Amendments to the Local Authorities
Elections (Amendment) Bill. What is he talking about?
He is talking totally outside the subject.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

It is not a point of Order. Hon. Member, please come
back to the subject.
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, please give him a few more minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Okay. Then, you continue with your speech, Hon.
Member.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)
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@)L_migefl 60 2 _6ITEUTBIE, 6US T H 6 LD QFTsvsLLILIL L g)J.

@) BbSCUTHID, HeuUTN BLESTHSTED HHI FLOLIHSLOT T
CuiHaUTTHMSHET (R)GHTRTUPLD  BL_HI 6% T evvTIq (1 563D 60T
sretemerr  @mGs  CuUaAuBDE I WPSH  HTIISB T 6V,
bl CuiseauTigamasmamer @ewLullG all Rail @ Brer
aub 6T CareiT. sTeTGou, O|BIG HEVBHGIEOTWITIYIL &L ILIBIGeD 6T
@QuUITrg Casmigl (Hd ST L_eOTGlesr Blenssrdd sr@m 6dr.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the National
Delimitation Committee was appointed to make
recommendations to the Minister for the division of each
Local Authority area into Wards, to determine the
boundaries of each Ward and assign a name and a number to
each such Ward. The Committee, in making its
recommendation for the division of a Local Authority area
into Wards had to follow a criteria set out in the law and was
obliged to consider a number of factors such as the ethnic
composition of the Local Authority, the need to ensure
representation on the basis of the ethnic ratio, the
geographical area of the Local Authority, its physical
features, the population of the Local Authority area, the
density of the population and the level of economic
development of the Local Authority area.One of the
important factors the Committee had to consider was the
ratio of ethnic composition of a Local Authority area and the
need to ensure representation on the basis of the ethnic ratio.
A similar criterion was also adopted in order to create Multi
Member Wards.

The above process was completed and the Gazette was
issued on the 21st of August, 2015. When this process was
started by the previous administration, the former Minister,
Hon. Basil Rajapaksa, though he was not the Minister in
charge of the subject - there was a different Minister - was
virtually dominating the whole process and he had, through
various machinations, introduced various different criteria
and finally we found that there had been serious
discrepancies, which resulted in injustice to many dispersed
communities. Because of the representations made by us as
concerned parties that the recommendations of the
Committee were biased, arbitrary and irrational, the Hon.
Minister appointed a Committee, which was an appellate
body, to make recommendations to him on whether the
boundaries of Wards in a Local Authority area should be
altered.

This Committee too was guided by the principles
applicable to the National Delimitation Committee. The
Report of the Committee was submitted to the Hon. Minister
with recommendations to alter boundaries of Wards and
names, which it was felt appropriate based on the
representations made by the concerned parties. Thereafter,
the Hon. Minister issued a Gazette.

Now again, we find that though the Committee was
appointed, there is still a large number of issues remaining to

be considered with regard to boundaries of Wards, names of
Local Authorities, names of Wards, Multi-Member Wards et
cetera. Some issues, especially the way in which certain
Wards have been carved out, have resulted in adversely
affecting representation of ethnic minorities. It is ironic that
an election system that sought to ensure fair and balanced
representation to communities has resulted in dilution of
their right to representation owing to political machinations.

I am very constrained to say, that though it was a
collective effort, though we were in this Government,
though we made several representations to the Committee
headed by one of the celebrated public servants, Mr. Asoka
Peiris - he was a very good gentleman and before him, we
went and made representations and he gave us time and
various assurances - finally, when the Report came, we
found that even those assurances have not been complied
with. And this anomalous situation needs to be remedied to
ensure fair representation to dispersed communities before
elections are held to Local Authorities.

One such very glaring mistake had been pointed out even
by Mr. Peiris. He had also said it several times. I hope the
Hon. Minister will be here just to listen to me.

@G 0838 Gedmozso dwmo
(orewrLfl@ ewuFT WevgLT)
(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)
Yes, [ am coming.

@S 65 wBO Dwmo

(wreiTLflg Moyt ankib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Minister, our voting for this Bill depends on
certain assurances you will give from the Floor of the
House, so that we can at least justify that we have
impressed upon the Hon. Minister about the anomalies
that have been created and that he will correct them; at
least subsequently. Then, we will be able to tell our
people that we voted on the assurances given to us.

@S 08esd Gedmoeo vmo
(orewrflg ewusFT wevgLT)
(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

298 ESedcds.
STWLBSTH.
rose.

@G 6GS wBO Dwmo

(wrehrflg meyt andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

No, you can reply in your winding up speech; you do
not have to intervene now.

For instance, one particular example that the
Chairman of the Committee himself had mentioned at a
variety of workshops is about the Samanthurai
Pradeshiya Sabha. The Samanthurai Pradeshiya Sabha, in
the previous delimitation had only ten members. Now, its
voter population is almost 40,000. The voter population
of the Dehiattakandiya Pradeshiya Sabha is also 40,000.
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But, it has 23 members - almost double or more. Then,
the Lahugala Pradeshiya Sabha, which has only 5,000
voters, has 12 members. The Hon. Dallus Alahapperuma
will understand that this an anomalous situation.

e® DryEHOs &8 «® gidweRs BOCE meg
IO 880 00 3 eWYOBHO BxIcw €8 BEACO Bae
gamew o eemdie Bem OB @ HOBR®O
810188 weg. 00 »BYeDd wwIsBn© 8D e® wews
80T ORYODEE 0® DuumEHOs BEICO wewsy ®meo.
OFOS 018 BBe® AEHE & 0mBw®0 B s S»
OO WOsTey N8 PJewow Bwxy Om On® BEonmo.
OB, O BOG8 S OBO wews § wd® yudmes a8
o @Gud. Sev® WO ©BDcme SEOWDO »OB
@B Bo Bwd Ofesi Bwm Om 0® gddHedd ©
B B3s g B.

So, in order to clarify this situation - since my time is
limited - Sir, I would like to table* the representations
that were made in Tamil by the Hon. M..LM. Mansoor,
Hon. Member of Parliament, on the 17th of November,
2015 .

Together with that, I would also like to point out the
other anomalous situations in various other areas. For
instance, also in the Musali Pradeshiya Sabha, a very
serious situation has arisen with regard to the allocated
number of members. Those numbers have been allocated
in a very unjustified manner. The situation is the same
particularly with regard to Arippu, Silavathurai,
Vavuniya and Aandankulam areas. In all these areas,
Double-Member Wards have been created for lesser
number of voters and Single-Member Wards have been
created for larger number of voters. So, this issue is also
something that we cannot justify. In this regard, I would
like to table* another letter sent by the President of the
Musali Mosque Federation on behalf of the people of
Musali to the Hon. Minister regarding the Musali
Pradeshiya Sabha.

In that letter he clearly says, “In 2011, the Muslim
representation was eight out of nine and rest was Tamil
representation. This is the ethnic ratio proportion and the
correct one". He further says that however, after 2014,
while the Ward system was introduced, during the
changing process of the system, certain officers have
conspired to change the Wards. Delimitations have been
carried out very secretly without any transparency and
subsequently, when the gazette notification came out, it
seems that the Arippu village has been divided into two
Wards as Arippu East and Arippu West just for 572
families with 1,341 voters, allocating two members
whereas only one member is allocated to the
Maruthamadhu and Veppankulam GS Divisions, which
consist of almost 1,231 families with 2,003 voters.

Also in the Andiapuliankulam area in Vavuniya,
where there are 800 voters, a similar situation has arisen.

* getmmaced »dr g o.
* BIfleneVWIGHI) sW6Us S LILIL (RATeNS).
* Placed in the Library.

It has been forcibly annexed with the Menik Farm area,
where only one member could be elected. So, that area,
with those 800 voters and the Tamil community having
1,400 voters, should be made a Multi-Member Ward.
Vavuniya has only a few Muslim members who could be
elected. But, under the Proportional Representation
System, under the earlier system, there was a possibility
for us to return more members. The Hon. Faiszer
Musthapha has also realized this. He had been a Member
representing the Kandy Electoral District along with me
and he knows about this situation. For instance, the
Deltota Pradeshiya Sabha was able to return four Muslim
members earlier, but with the present delimitation, only
one member can be elected from the entire Deltota area.

So, this is a very serious issue. We cannot face the
people with this type of delimitation. At least, they
should have created a sufficient number of Multi-
Member Wards to enable minority members to be
elected. In the Deltota area in Kandy, you know, there is
a substantial concentration of Muslims. That is just an
example. There are several such examples all over the
country and therefore, it is incumbent on the Hon.
Minister to ensure that some kind of rectification will be
done before an election is held. Otherwise, there will be a
serious injustice caused to many dispersed minorities.
Also, the minorities who are concentrated are facing
problems. For instance, in the Trincomalee Electorate -
my Hon. Member, the Hon. M.S. Thowfeek is here - he
points out the way in which the membership has been
allocated in that Electorate. If you take the Trincomalee
District, now the current percentage is, 43 per cent
Muslims, 31 per cent Tamils and 26 per cent Sinhalese.
The 43 per cent Muslims have only 51 members; the 31
per cent Tamils have 56 members and the 26 per cent
Sinhalese have 66 members. How can you justify this?

@G O3 BOSew
(omresorLyfl@ 2 mililesti spour)
(An Hon. Member)

It is an injustice.

®C 6GS wBO Dwmo

(wrerflg meyti amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Yes, it is a serious injustice and you expect us to
support this Bill. Of course, you have postponed
elections. Therefore, there is a big outcry; people want
this rectified. We are fully with you on that issue, this
Government needs to conduct elections fast. The Joint
Opposition is also making a lot of noise about this. So,
none of us is against holding elections as soon as
possible. If we hold the elections by the end of this year,
at least, that is the best. Of course, the Local Authorities
have been without any administration for the last two
years; a lot of things have been neglected. Therefore, it is
important for us to have elections quickly. But, these
anomalous situations have to be corrected so that we can
justify to our people why we had voted for such a Bill.

The principle contained in the Bill, we accept. We are
fully for it, though there is going to be a lot of difficulties
for all Parties. Now, increasing the women representation
in the Local Authorities is one of the very salutary
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features of this Amendment, which is something that we
must all agree and support. I must say that my State
Minister, the Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle,
has been one of the vociferous frontline Members who
had fought for this. I must congratulate her that she has
won her battle and we are fully with her on this issue. I
hope all the ladies in the country will thank us, the male
Members in this House, for having at least provided them
25 per cent representation in the Local Authorities. I hope
that this representation will help to increase women
representation in the Provincial Councils as well as in
Parliament. We are all for this. We would like more
women to get into all the elected bodies.

With those comments, Mr. Deputy Chairman of
Committees, I would earnestly appeal the Hon. Minister
to give us an acceptable explanation and an assurance that
these anomalies will be corrected in due course, so that,
our support in this Bill could be justified. Thank you.

@6 08e38 edmoeo Owmo

(wrewryll@ eoLFT wpevSLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, can I be
permitted to take one minute to clarify what the Hon.
Minister stated?

@0 Bewdss %02 08B

(wresryllg Gudselsr Lrds sallFmeri ojeuissir)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes.

@S 0o8esd Gedmoeso Onmo

(orewryll@ svugi wevgum)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

The Hon. Rauff Hakeem referred to the anomalies
with regard to delimitation. Unfortunately, this Bill was
passed in 2012. Then delimitation was done and in
consequent to that I had to go through an appellate
process. I concede that there is an issue and there has
been a mechanism to rectify it to a certain extent. But,
with regard to the anomalies which the Hon. Rauff
Hakeem highlighted, my hands are tied. That has to be
brought in by a specific Amendment to Parliament. So,
those issues that he referred to and the proceedings with
regard to the holding of this election, have no nexus. I
believe the serious issues that have been raised by the
Hon. Rauff Hakeem should be addressed. But
unfortunately, with regard to the holding of this Local
Government Election and the issues that the Hon.
Minister raised have no nexus, but this Parliament has to
look into this grievance. I am sure that all of us will look
into that.

@G 6GS 0RO dwmo

(wreTL i@ Moyt emeib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Please ensure that you correct it. You must give us
that assurance.

@S o8esd Gedmozo Owmo

(orewrflg ewuFT wevgLT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

I have no legal mandate to rectify the anomalies, but
this House has the mandate to do so. So, I leave it to this
House.

@G SGS RO dwmo

(wreiTLflg Moy anib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Who will take the steps to- [Interruption.] We will get
the Government - [Interruption.]

@G 0838 Gedmazo Owmo

(oressryllg swuEFT WevsUT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Rauff Hakeem is trying to get an assurance from
me. I am sympathetic to his cause. We will all work
towards rectifying whatever anomalies, but with regard to
me giving specific undertakings, I have to work in terms
of the Legislature at present.

®0; Bewdss 02 5B

(rewryllg Gusseisr Ursls sallFreari oeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you, Hon. Minister.

@G 6GS wBRO Owmo

(wrewTLflg meyt andib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

What I am trying to say is, we have already told the
Prime Minister - I told him yesterday and this moming -
and he assured even in public meetings that the areas
where anomalies have been noticed will be corrected and
it will be corrected before an election. Therefore, we will
take it that you will make all reasonable attempts to bring
in whatever legislation that is necessary to correct these
anomalies before holding an election.

@S Bewdss 02 08B

(orevrll@ Gupdseier Lrsls sallareari jeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you very much.

@0 088 Gedmowo Owmo

(orewrfl@ epuFT WevgLIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Minister, we all will try to see what can be done.
With regard to the given undertaking, I will work within
the present legal framework. But, with regard to the issue
raised by the Hon. Rauff Hakeem, we will see whether
we could work towards to rectify the grievance.

@G 65 wBRO Dwmo

(wreiTLflg mey ansib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, the Hon.
Minister cannot give us a very vague assurance. A proper
assurance has to be given, if we are to vote for this.
Otherwise, I am sorry, I will at least have to abstain from
voting. I say this because I cannot go before our people
and justify these sort of anomalies. He also has to be
responsible because these are issues that concern one
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large ethnic community to which serious wrong has been
done. Therefore, I need a proper assurance and I at least
expect the Prime Minister to give his assurance for us to
vote for this Bill.

®06] Bewds 02 8B

(wrewyll@ @wobseflsr Urdls sallereri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Thank you.

[0, 2.46]

®0 8. ooz Svmo

(wrenTLyflg £. AnfgHredr)

(The Hon. S. Shritharan)

Qaenreuy Gussefler Lrdls salerert
@)ssremmws  Flesrid
( mss)  sLiepon
afl_wiisst uppl @) sig CuElILBHSTDS.

9|euirsGer,
2 gireeBT Y BlBTrFOUST  CHiTHVSET

FIDLIHS LOT S ueGeoumrii’

@0 Bewds 0% eswinBn®

(wrewryllg Gusselst Lrds sallereri ojeuiseir)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Lucky Jayawardana to the Chair?

©0 £857¢ Besornwm Owmo (BHES g@imun@H)
(wrewryll@ SIS SFTHTISS - SLSCSTLHD ewLodFFiT)
(The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake - Minister of Agriculture)
GR35 ©0; OEROA, "o ©d B LwdED
O5IE @0 ¢127 e 0 @y " 8 OO ewdlm B,

G S@esz 8, een ew®@» S,
aflsorr (Bl (B) eTmmYS ClsmeTemLILIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

FDNGE O Bowlehs 0w 6w Fowmewnsy
902 Heowsy, oo; B SsdED O GEoesz2038) Ses.
YIS,  Gapssaflar LB sallFremi
YSBTFOTSBNeTY — YHVG6y,  OTTLULG — VB SIS FH6T

YU THET FENGVMLD UGBTI 560
Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA ftook the
Chair.

U BET

@0 9. Emosy Owmo
(wrenryflg H. Anfgredr)
(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
Quelurys  @bss
IjsuiassT @) pEsleTmri. SleflQBTFF wreul L b FibLbE LTS

FeoLuGe  QasemTey YW LOFFT

W GOV, UL d@ LOTHTENID WHMILD &HPH@ LOTSHTEwTLD
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ol wmdisswer s asSworst ugley6Fig G srerer
Gouenvrig i Cgemeu @) (Hd HleTDI.
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EYpReRV EXFF A all_wiwrgLb.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

@0 9. Emosy Owmo
(wrenryfl@ £. Anfsredr)
(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
Sir, please give me one more minute.
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The next Speaker is the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you, Hon. Presiding Member, for the
opportunity given to speak during the Debate on the Local
Authorities Elections (Amendment) Bill. I am glad that
eventually all the Amendments are being brought before
the House and together with the Committee Stage
Amendments that have been circulated, it will form a
complete election regime that can ensure that elections to
the Local Authorities are held without any further delay.
As has been expressed by many Members today, it is a
matter of regret that elections to the Local Authorities, the
lowest and the closest representative body to the people,
have been postponed for so long. With the passage of this
Local Authorities Elections (Amendment) Bill, we hope
that elections can be held either before the end of this year
or at least, early next year because Local Authorities are
the institutions, as I said, that are closest to the people and
all day-to-day functions at various levels - villages,
towns and cities - are handled by the Local Authorities.

Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara said that democracy is a
series of experiments. In this new electoral process also,
we are going to experience yet another experiment
because this election system that is being introduced - 60
per cent from the First-Past-the-Post System, 40 per cent
through a compensatory PR System, and then, built into
that, the requirement of 25 per cent representation of
women - in fact, is an experiment. We hope this will be a
success story because this is the system that has a wide
consensual agreement in terms of a Parliamentary election
system. There has been a long clamour for a change of the
Parliamentary election system. In the deliberations for a
new Constitution, a system has been agreed upon by most
parties and it is that system that is now being, if I might

say, experimented through this Local Government

elections that are to be held first.

Through this, we believe that the elected bodies will
actually be truly democratic and truly representative,
because overall number of members who come from
different parties will be in line with the percentage of
votes that those parties receive. At the same time, there
will also be members who would be elected from Wards
directly by the people living in those Wards. So, people
will have persons who will be forced to be accountable to
their Wards and at the same time it will ensure that the
distribution of seats in a particular Council will be in
accordance with the overall votes received.

As I said, in addition to this, the long-felt need with
regard to women’s representation will also be ensured.
We are not sure how this will work out because there are
certain challenging situations, certain extreme situations,
situations in which one party dominates a particular area
and so on. There might have to be some overhang which
has been defined in the Committee Stage Amendments.
Those are the challenges. Nevertheless, through this
process, we will be able to, in practice, see how this
system works and since this is the widely-accepted
principle of election for the national Parliament as well,
an experimental run in the Local Councils is most
desirous. We have also been discussing the possibility of
having the same electoral system for all three levels; that
is at the national level in Parliament, for the Provincial
Councils and the Local Authorities.

Since this is a system that was first agreed upon for
Parliament, but now being implemented for the Local
Authorities, I think the Government has also felt the need
to amend the Provincial Councils Elections Act to bring it
in line with the system that is now being introduced at the
Local Councils. The Twentieth Amendment to the
Constitution that was presented to Parliament yesterday is
said to be the necessary Constitutional Amendment that
paves the way for electoral reform at the provincial level.
However, we have indicated to the Government that
unless the intention of the Twentieth Amendment is made
clear to the country by actually publishing the
amendments that are necessary to the Provincial Councils
Elections Act, the Twentieth Amendment project will be
seen as yet another ruse to postpone the elections for the
Provincial Councils.

If it is a bona fide exercise that requires the
postponement of the first round of Provincial Councils
elections that fall due in October this year, then that has
to be made very clear. It must be made plain to the people
and for that, we have suggested that the Government at
least publish in the gazette the proposed amendments to
the Provincial Councils Elections Act and the
postponement, if any, of any Provincial Councils
election, must only for the necessary period during which
the delimitation exercise is to be performed for the
provinces and not beyond that. So, in that respect, may |
say that the Twentieth Amendment to the Constitution
has to very specifically limit the period of postponement,
if any is necessitated by the fact that the delimitation
process is necessary for the new electoral system, that it
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will be limited to a period of one year, so that the
Delimitation Commission that may be appointed will
have time, at least six months to one year, to perform their
task but not more than a year, and if not, it will be unfair
and it will not be justifiable to extend all Provincial
Council elections beyond 2018 and into 2019.

These are some of the concerns that I am publicly
expressing. Now this is something that we have already
intimated to the Government a number to times, but I am
publicly expressing this so that unless these preliminary
steps are taken, we will not be in a position to support the
Twentieth Amendment to the Constitution, which requires
at least a two-thirds vote in Parliament. I say “at least”
because it is an amendment to the Constitution. If, in the
various challenges before the Supreme Court, the
Supreme Court requires that a referendum is necessary in
addition to the two-thirds vote in Parliament, then, of
course, that will cause further difficulty for the
Government. But, even if it is only two-thirds, the
Government requires the support of the Members from
the Opposition ranks as well and I must make it very clear
that the purpose of the Twentieth Amendment to the
Constitution must be very clearly announced and the
intention must be displayed to the people before they can
expect any support from the Opposition ranks.

As far as the Local Authorities elections are
concerned, even during this day, there have been
discussions with the Hon. Minister with regard to certain
anomalies, certain grievances that various political parties
have expressed to him. I must thank him for giving
patient hearing to all the parties today and finding
solutions.

We hope the assurances that the Hon. Minister gives
at the end of the day will satisfy the different political
parties concerned, and that they will support the passage
of this Bill, which all of us agree is long overdue, so that
these representative bodies at the lowest level can be
constituted and can serve the people.

So, I wish the Hon. Minister all success in his
negotiations with various stakeholders here and wish him
that even beyond the passage of this Bill the various tasks
that he will have to perform before holding the elections
and in holding these elections will be a success. Thank
you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Muthu Sivalingam. You
have five minutes.
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Sir, give me one more minute, please.
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*Document tabled:

The newly suggested Sabha’s:

Current Sabha PS UC MC

1. Kantale PS
2. Trincomalee UC
3. Kuchchaveli

Van cla Kantale

Trincomalee

1. Kuchchaveli PS
2. Pulmoddai PS

1. Kinniya PS

2. Kachchai koditheevu
PS

1. Thopur PS

2. Sampoor PS

6. Thampalagamam PS | 1. Thampalagamam PS

2. Mullipothanai PS

4. Kinniya PS

5. Muthu PS Muthur

Schedule 1.

The Local Government Elections for Village, Rural and Council
Elections based on Ward system had been held in 1969 in Trincomalee
district in which there were 16 local Government bodies within Mutur
electorate and 07 Local Government bodies within Trincomalee
electorate. The Local Government bodies existed and the members were
as follows:

** gedmamiced »ds g m.
¥ mrellewev G Blsl) weudds LI (Bleen ).
** Placed in the Library.
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Muhur Electorate

Electorate No..o.f No. of.popula- No. of voters
Families tion
Muthur 48,156 173,850 99,446
Trincomalee 38,518 143,067 89,547
Seruvila 32,912 114,863 75,375
District Total 119,586 431,780 264,368
Ethno Ratio - 2015
S/N Ethnic Population %
1 Sinhalese 103,675 24.55
2 Tamil 132,664 31.41
3 Muslims 184,024 43.57
4 Others 1,927 0.45
[L0.u. 5.59]
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Sir, please give me one more minute.
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It being 6.30 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood
adjourned.

Debate to be resumed on Friday, 25th August, 2017.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.23 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on
Friday, 25th August, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of
08th March, 2016.
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