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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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asked the Minister of Tourism Development and
Christian Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of Ceylon Tourist Board
approved hotels available in Sri Lanka by
the year 2015; and

(ii) separately the number of rooms available
in each of those hotels?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) separately the total number of tourists who
arrived in Sri Lanka in each of the years
2014 and 2015; and

(i) the names of the top ten countries from
which the most number of tourists arrived
in Sri Lanka during the aforesaid two years;

(c)  Will he further inform this House -

(i) the measures that have been taken to
upgrade the tourism industry in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether there is a well-planned programme
to minimize the damages that would be
caused to the environment and the culture
of this country consequent to the expansion
of the tourism industry;

(ili) if so, the nature of that programme; and
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(iv)  if not, whether plans will be developed and
implemented to protect the environment
and culture?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils and Local
Government:

(a) Will he inform this House separately in each year -

(i) what amount was provided as allocations
by the Central Government to the Uva
Provincial Council;

(i) what percentage of such total provision
was allocated by the Uva Provincial
Council as Recurrent Expenditure;

(ifi)  what activities have been carried out under
Recurrent Expenditure;

(iv)  what percentage of the total provision was
allocated by the Uva Provincial Council as
Capital Expenditure; and

(v) what activities have been carried out under
Capital Expenditure?

after the present Good Govermance Government
come to power and up to now?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Finance and Mass Media:

(a) Will he inform this House-

(i) the income eamed by the tax imposed on
foreign films in 2015 and 2016 in respect of
each year separately;

(i) the income earned by the tax imposed on
foreign teledramas in 2015 and 2016 in
respect of each year separately; and

(iii) whether the films or teledramas produced
overseas by a Sri Lankan director are also
taxed when those productions are brought
into Sri Lanka

(b) Ifnot, why?
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The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna - Deputy Minister of
Finance and Mass Media)
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Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Education, I ask for
two weeks' time to answer that Question.
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of buildings and other
constructions belonging to Govemment
institutions and statutory institutions which
have been declared open by the President
during the period from January 2015  to
date; and

(ii)) the number of constructions which have
been commenced after January 2015, out
of the aforesaid constructions?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Industry and Commerce:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) annual quantity of required sugar
consumption of Sri Lanka;

(i) quantity of sugar imported to Sri Lanka
from year 2011 to 2014, separately each
year;

(ili) the areas that have been identified in Sri
Lanka suitable for sugar production;

(iv) the quantity of sugar produced by each
factory from year 2011 to 2013, separately
each year;

(v) whether the quantity of sugar in aforesaid
(i) cannot be produced within the country;

(vi) whether any measure has been taken to
produce the quantity of sugar required for
consumption without importing it?

(b) Ifnot, why ?

©0; Be50d) D8y8sT Bwmo (HE@asIm o Dadets HOEH
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(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen - Minister of Industry and
Commerce)

Hon. Speaker, I table* the Answer for that Question.

* eep0e@esw O» »A 3¢ 8EDO:
* FUTLTL_ G860 sweudbsLiL L aflewr
* Answer tabled:

(@) (i) About 713.048 metric tons

(Importation in the year 2016 - 651,000 metric tons +
Production in the year 62,048 metric tons)

(ii)

Year Quantity (MT)
2011 606,000
2012 569,000
2013 548,000
2014 520,000

(According to the Central Bank Report - 2015)

(iliy >  The sugarcane cultivation is undertaken mainly in
Moneragala and Ampara Districts and in Badulla
District in small scale.

» The following districts have been identified as
suitable areas for sugarcane cultivation by testing
the soil samples with the assistance of Sugar
Research Institute and Land Use Planning
Committee in 2013/2014.

. Vavuniya
. Mannar
. Batticaloa

2017 e 8 ®@a8 22 600

(iv)  Annual Sugar production of Sri Lanka (MT) from
2011 t0 2013

2011 2012 2013
Pelwatta 34,876 | 22,712 28,358
Sevanagala - 9,631 14,190

(Pelwatta and Sevanagala Sugar Factories were taken

over by the Government on 11.11.2011 and these
institutions were functioning under the private sector in
2011.)

(v)  Annual sugar requirement is about 713,048 MT and 90
per cent of it can be produced in Sri Lanka. The
sugarcane cultivating area of 17,000 hectares of land
should be increased up to 130,000 hectares, and about
ten (10) new factories have to be established.

(vi)  The lands that are suitable for the sugar cultivation in
the distsircts of Batticaloa, Mannar and Vavuniya have
been indentified by Lanka Sugar Company (Pvt)
Limited and it is proposed to invite investors for the
development of sugar industry.

(b) Not relevant.
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FLY - PAST CELEBRATIONS OF SRI LANKA AIR FORCE:
MONEY SPENT
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(@) @erCmed, ersir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House,-

(i) whether he admits that the activities at
Ratmalana Airport are disrupted by the Fly
Past Celebration of Sri Lanka Air Force;

(i) whether he is aware that aircraft
movements in the eastem side of
Katunayake Airport are also disrupted?

(ili) whether he admits that air passengers too
departing for foreign countries and arriving

in this country often have to face
inconveniences due to this celebration?

(b) Will he also inform this House -

(i) the amount spent by the Government on
this celebration; and

(ii) the mannerin which those funds have been
obtained?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene - State Minister of
Defence)
Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Prime Minister and

Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs, I
table* the Answer.
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* senedus O» nd>» ¢ 8EDO:
* FLITLTL_ G0 ewaudbsLiLi L aflsor .
* Answer tabled:

(a) (i) No. The appropriate approval of the Sri Lanka
Aviation Authority and the Sri Lanka Airport and
Aviation Services Limited had been obtained for the
66" Anniversary Celebrations of Sri Lanka Air Force

at the Ratmalana Airport.

The Airport had been closed from 26" February to 5"
March only from 2.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. and it was
opened for civil aviation matters daily in the morning.

Necessary arrangements have been made to use the
Airport situated at Katukurunda Air Force Base for
civil aviation services, during the period of time in
which Ratmalana Airport had been closed.

Therefore the activities at Ratmalana Airport had not been
disrupted by this celebration.

(i)  As the anniversary celebrations of Sri Lanka Air Force
had been carried out at Ratmalana Airport, the aircraft
movements in the eastern side of the Katunayake
Airport were not disrupted. Furthermore, the
Katunayake Airport had been closed during that
period by the relevant authorities for its maintenance
matters.

(iii)  No. The Ratmalana Airport has not being utilized for

international aviation matters and the passengers of

Katunayake Airport were not interrupted.

(b) (i) Government funds had not been spent on this

celebration.

(i)  The money required for this celebration were earned
through selling of tickets and through sponsorship.

(c) Does not arise.
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e @& FewLsE SPlailliumryr?
(o) B)TGmsd, ereir?

asked the Minister of Higher Education and
Highways:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the names of the educational institutes in
which students receiving the Mahapola
Scholarship, are studying;

(ii) whether payment of Mahapola Scholarship
gets delayed by three months after students
are admitted to the Ist year in certain
universities; and

(i) if so, the reasons for the aforesaid
situation?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

©0 VLR BByEE vmo
(wrewTyfl@ svsagLossr &liflsTsvsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Speaker, I table* the Answer.

* esep00@ew O» »A 3¢ 8EDO:
* FUTLTL_ G860 sweudbsLiL L aflewr
* Answer tabled:

(a) (i) This is a question that should be directed to the
Ministry of Development Strategies and International
Trade.

However, the answer received from that Ministry is
mentioned in Annexe 01.*

(i)  Yes.

(iii) The reason is that a formal procedure has to be
followed in order to select students for Mahapola
Scholarships.

That procedure is given in Annexe 02**. However, it
is reported that plans have been made to implement an
IT based

programme for selection of students for Mahapola
Scholarships in future parallel to the IT based

programme, which is being launched for enrolment of
students for universities. Accordingly, it will be able

to curtail this period further up to about 02 months.

(b) Does not arise.
*Annexe 01

01. All the Universities and Higher Education
Institutes coming under the purview of the
University Grants Commission.

1)  University of Peradeniya

2)  University of Colombo

3)  University of Sri Jayewardenepura
4)  University of Kelaniya

5)  University of Moratuwa

6)  University of Ruhuna
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7)  University of Jaffna

8)  Eastern University of Sri Lanka

9)  South Eastern University of Sri Lanka

10) Rajarata University

11) Sabaragamuwa University

12) Wayamba University

13) University of the Visual and Performing
Arts

14) Uwa Wellassa University

15) Institute of Indigenous Medicine

16) University of Colombo School of
Computing

17) Swamy Vipulananda Institute of
Aesthetic Studies

18) Sri Palee Campus

19) Trincomalee Campus

20) Gampaha Wickramarachchi Ayurveda
Institute

21) Vavuniya Campus

22) Institute of Technology, University of
Moratuwa

02. Higher Education Institutes that are coming under
the purview of the Ministry of Higher Education

1) 18 Advanced Technological Institutes
under the Sri Lanka Institute of
Advanced Technological Education
(SLIATE) - Mattakkuliya, Dehiwala,
Samanthurai, Kurunegala,
Anuradhapura, Badulla, Kegalle,
Ampara, Kandy, Jaffna, Batticaloa,
Nawala,  Trincomalee, Labuduwa,
Rathnapura, Tangalle, Vavuniya,
Nawalapitiya.

2) Buddhist and Pali University of Sri
Lanka

3)  Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka

03. Open University of Sri Lanka

04. National Institute of  Social
Development

05. Sri Lanka Law College

**Annexe 02

Reason for Delaying Mahapola Scholarship

Payments

The selection of eligible students for
Mahapola Scholarships is done by the
University Grants Commission, and after
the qualified students for university entrance
have registered at Universities, the relevant
applications are submitted to the University
Grants Commission. Accordingly, relevant
qualifications are scrutinized and the below-
mentioned  facts are  taken  into
consideration.

1. Annual income of the family (Should
be less than Rs. 3 lakhs).

IL The merit of the students at the
Advanced Level examination.

III.  In the family, whether there are
children studying for Advanced
Level or studying at a university,
and the distance to the university.

It takes at least two months for finalizing the
above scrutiny of qualifications and to send
the finalized list of scholarship recipients to
the Mahapola Trust Fund.

Mahapola Trust Fund again inquiries
whether those scholarship recipients accept
the Mahapola scholarships, and it takes
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approximately 03 months period for the
complete process including the time taken
for printing of scholarship certificates and
compilation of paying registries after having
received those scholarship applications.

Accordingly, from the time of
commencement of academic activities of the
students, approximately, 04 to 05 months
have been lapsed when starting the payment
of scholarship payments. Since the
commencement of academic activities at
universities is done at different instances
within the year, students were granted the
amount of 06 months’ instalments
collectively at once, during the previous
years.

Currently, since the selecting of students for
universities has been computerized, the
university admission is done promptly.
Since the selection of students for Mahapola
scholarships should be done, expeditiously,
in parallel to that, the University Grants
Commission together with the Mahapola
Trust Fund has taken measures to introduce
a computer software in that regard, and as its
first step, it is expected to implement the
pilot project through the University of
Kelaniya.

As the selected scholarship recipients are
scattered throughout the island, it is
expected to prepare an awareness
programme in relation to working combined
with Grama Niladhari Divisions and
Divisional Secretariats all over the country
with regard to collection of data and
computerizing them. Through that, it would
be possible to get confirmed the relevant
data for scrutinizing of qualifications of
Mahapola scholarship recipients
expeditiously by each Divisional Secretary.
Through that, it is expected that it would be
possible to perform the selection of students
and payment of scholarship instalments
within a short duration like two months after
students are admitted to universities.

OO DB WGBS
(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTeir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

gd@m g 11-1750/'17-(1), 05 B $wedERs Swmn (iv)

@0 B vBces Owmo

(orerflg ysls Lglrent)
(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

O WONE®™ROB, ©F CB LBwddm ©OEH®s

00500y ©® J yamw gnmda.

©0; eBEO BB3aqFE Dwmo
(oressryifl@ svgagiosst &liflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, on behlaf of the Minister of Finance and Mass
Media, I ask for one month's time to answer that

Question.

g Oz S 9f8es HEOO Bewlw wom .
aflerrenay 1w TG BTSN FLoi L1555 &L 1_ewemuill L’ 1 gj.
Question ordered to stand down.
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Sjaui @)Fsamuulled oypaliiumrgmr?

(@) @)T@msv, ereiT?

asked the Minister of Housing and Construction:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

@)

(ii)

the legal situation regarding the ownership
of the “ Savusiripaya” building which
is under the Ministry of Housing and
Construction;

whether the Construction Industry
Development Authority is compelled to
leave the “Sausiripaya” Building;
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(iii)  if'so, the measures taken in that regard; and

(iv) whether there is a plan to transfer the
Sausiripaya” Building to some other
Ministry?
(b) Ifnot, why?

®©0; 95I8m DeFosN6E Bwnmo (Bdes W @8RTS

Bewedts g@imsne)

(wrewyllg @)hds ueTLTTBTrwESs - efeowliy WwHmHID

BITTeTSSIe0D LTd SjewidaFir)

(The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake - Deputy Minister of

Housing and Construction)

O DONBWROB, BOws 1 9ERBO @Limn®s
005y & 08 yumwd BT swun™® momo.
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon. S.M.
Marikkar)
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Sjaui @)FFamudsE oplaliumyr?

(@) @)1@msv, ereiT?

asked the
Highways:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

Minister of Higher Education and

(i) the reason why the Marine Drive ends at the
boundary between Dechiwala and
Wellawatta;

(i)  whether there is a plan to extend the above
road up to Moratuwa;

(iii)  if so, whether a part of the sports grounds of
the St. Thomas' College, Mt. Lavinia will
be taken over;

(iv)  if'so, the extent of land thus taken over; and

(v) the date on which the taking over will take
place?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@0 BB BB3adc Owmo

(oressrLll@ svFangLosiT &iflsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

G DONBDROB, OO yE»WO B8ERS © ewinm*
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@B GABEDHOE YBROCE 50 OO Boesw 05 ¢D.

(i) s LS Dobmd B gEMGD gDy
@b sos Bles mO» no edes »S OB
6@ITVD yEOWOBIEE B¢ WE @B,

(iv)  acg ezved.
V)  ape ezned.

(a0)  a@cog ez0ed.

©C; O8I 053836 OO e®m Bwsim A On®
yEme gnE Bedmdr "©108s7 HBD" @bnw w88
o BFes @In ond®ld SgweE BHw 83w 8O 0dmdag
BEE. @ DrewsI® a8 o® o0 wwidd gn® 2ox
WO, & BHoenewmnd BBO wBwe Osiery m»Hw&
BaEo. There is a lot of concern about the ground of St.
Thomas' College. I wish to assure them that nothing will
happen to that ground and we will safeguard the ground
using modern techniques.

OO DB WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTaeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

BENC wwnm WO gms, VAN B8RO @m0
s1088 BB »88 ©® meg. This is an additional
explanation.

o0 VLR BBy EE vmo
(wreTyfl@ svsagLosst liflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Yes, Sir.

©0; O8sT¢c BeBBT Dwmo
(wressryllg Flhs alCe )
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO DOIBNWDHD S0

(oresstyll@ FUTBTIWST SjeuiTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

©C OTE OB, ®In@red Point of Order & e®@imxe?

©6 O8sY¢ BeBBB dwmo

(oresryllg #llbs oG )

(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
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(wrenryflg . repedld & QFmiisr)

(The Hon. T. Ranjith De Zoysa)

28, § Enoed 988un 8 099818 Bewo & 01 B®ggd0
sded BOD I ydmed «® BE odswd BHIay 0.
eduws Bgenis Bum »0ems O0 Ow 8EosIndl. ded
988 WOy ¢ y&I» 4 BEICD O® sg3Bw wBed 53Om
B8O mEr. & eDEIED &) O WE), "¢z OB 0®m
translate 6@ C@eed. O Qs BT HOB ©® yED
98B mosTesy." Bweo.

O WDOWNEDROB, VBIwd) DbmdE  ©weHsy
220w OO WO woeg, 38 0wi® mED yam B® cdwme
cleasieny Bem D@ B8Eedg weEr ol yoosl »H®
©@%e8 Bwsd Senw .

OO DAIBNWBDH O

(orewTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6iT)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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©6 O8sY¢ BeBBB dwmo
(oresryllg Fllhs oG )
(The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri)
©@%2e8B, O WIBIWBHROA.
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OFFICERS OF POLICE RESERVE ABSORBED TO REGULAR
SERVICE: SERVICE PRIVILEGES
1797/°17
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(reryllg etew.F. WoEIGWTTemT-LTesTyllE T. Tehdld &
QEmiisr sriuTs)
(The Hon. S.C. Mutukumarana on behalf of the Hon. T.
Ranjith De Zoysa)
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i @)Feemude mleliiumyT?

(=) @)T8mev, ereir?

asked the Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development:

(a)

(b)

Will he inform this House -

@)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

whether officers recruited to the Special
Police Reserve in 1996 were absorbed into
the regular service in 2006 by the previous
govermnment;

if so, the number of officers who were thus
absorbed into the regular service;

whether the officers who were thus
absorbed into the regular service are entitled
to service privileges as appropriate from the
year 1996 onwards;

if not, whether he admits that granting
service privileges disregarding the 10 years
period from the date they were recruited to
the date they were attached to the regular
service renders a grave injustice to them?

Ifnot, why?
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o6 CBEOS AB8adc Dwmo
(orewrLfl@ svgagLosst HliflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

I

o0 BB BB3adc Owmo
(omessyLll@ svgagLoeiT &ifleTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Hon. Speaker, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the
Parliament, and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 08.03.2016,
the Parliament shall sit on September 26th Tuesday, 2017 and the
hours of sittings of Parliament on this day shall be 1.00 p.m. to 7.30
p.m.. At 6.30 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the Parliament shall
operate. At 7.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament
without question put."”

G 8@z Y, etr @@ Ses.
aflsorr |G S LILIL (B Tmmys M mereLiLIL L .
Question put, and agreed to.

11

o6 BEOS ABydc Dvmo
(orewrLLfl@ svgagLosst HliflsTevev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the
Parliament, and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 08.03.2016,
the hours of sittings of Parliament on Tuesday, October 03rd, 2017
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shall be 2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.. At 4.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall
adjourn the Parliament without question put.

g S@esz 8, esws es®@» Ses.
aflsorr BV S LILIL () TmmS s merarLiLIL L.
Question put, and agreed to.

I

@0 eBEO BB3yde Dwmo
(oressryfl@ svgagiosst SiflsTevsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Imove,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 7 of the
Parliament, and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 08.03.2016,
the Parliament shall sit on October 09th Monday, 2017 and the
hours of sittings of Parliament on this day shall be 1.00 p.m. to 7.30
p.m.. At 6.30 p.m. Standing Order No. 7(5) of the Parliament shall
operate. At 7.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament
without question put.

g S@esz 8, etws es®@» Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Imove,

"That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 1.00 p.m.
on Tuesday 26th September 2017."

g S@esz 8, esws es®@» S,
aflsorr (Gl LI (5) eTmmS s merem LI L.
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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©0 eNWOY gy ® wmo
(wrewryllg CansL i oliyanris))
(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (CONTROL) ACT:
REGULATIONS

[11.27a.m.]

o6 BEOS ABaiFE wmo

(oressrLll@ svFangLosiT #iflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Development
Strategies and International Trade, I move,

“That the Regulations made by the Minister of Development
Strategies and International Trade under Section 20 read with
Subsection (3) of Section 4 and Section 14 of the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969 amended by Acts, No. 48 of
1985 and No. 28 of 1987 relating to import license and
standardization and quality control regulations 2017 and published
in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2032/10 of 15t August 2017,
which were presented on 06.09.2017, be approved.

(Cabinet approval signified.)”

According to the Electrical Incident Safety Report of
Western Australia 2012-2013, the Fatal Injury Frequency
Rate -FIFR, the probability of occurrence of death by
accidental electrocution is 0.8, out of population of one
million persons per year.

The above Report has stated that the deaths by
accidental electrocution in Sri Lanka were 180 in 2012,
eleven times the international index. To contain
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electrocutions to at most 20 persons by 2020, the Public
Utilities Commission along with other agencies have been
implementing various awareness programmes, campaigns
and interventions. In this background, deaths by
accidental electrocutions reduced to 77 by 2015, but not
to an adequate level.

In this context, the Hon. Minister of National Policies
and Economic Affairs has submitted a Cabinet
Memorandum No. MNPEA/2016/64 dated 27.07.2017
titled “Implementation of a Single Standard for Plugs and
Socket Outlets.”

The Cabinet Decision No. 16/1487/706/056 dated 24™
August, 2016, has been approved the said Cabinet
Memorandum to implement the action in accordance with
the observation of the Hon. Minister of Finance. The Hon.
Minister of Finance agreed with the proposal with the
suggestion to direct the Department of Import and Export
Control to issue the relevant Gazette Notification under
the Imports and Exports (Control) Act No. 1 of 1969.

However, the direction of the Hon. Minister of
Finance and having identified that the use of numerous
types of plugs, sockets and substandard electronic
equipment, adaptors and extension codes as a prime cause
of electrocutions, fires and also based on the
recommendation from Public Utilities Commission of Sri
Lanka - PUCSL - and the Steering Committee, the
Cabinet has taken Decision No. 16/1487/706/056 dated
16™ August, 2016, to standardize the plug and sockets in
Sri Lanka. Type G, 13A plug and sockets outlet -
rectangular pin plug and socket - was adopted as the
single standard for plugs and socket outlet in Sri Lanka.

The following timeline was approved by the Cabinet
in order to make the transition to the single standard more
convenient to every stakeholder:

L. Adopting the Type G-13 ampere plug and socket
as the unique and single standard for plugs and
sockets in Sri Lanka.

2. Allowing a period of one year from 16™ August,
2016: import or manufacture of plugs, sockets,
substandard multi-sockets and extension cords,
and appliance carrying plugs other than type G
would not be allowed from 16™ August, 2017.

3. Allowing a period of two years from 16™ August,
2016: the sale of plugs, sockets, substandard multi
-sockets and extension cords, and appliance
carrying plugs other than type G would not be
allowed from 16™ August, 2018.

4. Existing wiring, as well as plugs and sockets
presently used or sold within two years from the
date of approval, will be allowed to remain in
service, until the end of their useful life.

5. Existing wiring, as well as plugs and sockets to be
used until the end of their useful life, to encourage
manufacturers to provide in the market,

(@ A specially marked Type G socket, as a
replacement for any five ampere socket that
needs replacement

(b) Adaptor to enable five ampere plugs to be
connected to 13 ampere sockets and vice
versa

(c) Extension cords confirming to standards

The amendment of Import (Standard and Quality
Control) regulation solely cannot restrict the import of
substandard 13 plugs, sockets, adaptors and extension
cords. Further, shaver sockets, universal sockets and
travel adaptor will have to allow to be used in hotels and
for sale in travel shop. Hence, those items are allowed to
import under the supervision of Public Utilities
Commission of Sri Lanka -PUCSL- via Import Control
License scheme.

The following Cabinet Memorandums and Gazette
Notifications proceeded for the above purpose:

1. Cabinet Memorandum No: MNPEA/2016/64
dated 27, July 2016 Approval for

(i) Adoptthe Type G (widely known as the 13
ampere plug and sockets) as the unique and
single standard for plugs and sockets in Sri
Lanka

(i) Allow a period of one year from the date of
the approval, after which the important or
manufacture of plugs, sockets, multi-
sockets, extension cords, and appliances
carrying plugs other than Type G would not
be allowed

(i)  Allow a period of two years from the date
of approval, after which the sale of plugs,
sockets, multi-sockets, extension cords, and
appliances carrying plugs other than Type
G would not be allowed

(iv) Allow all existing, as well as plugs and
sockets presently used or sold within two
years from the date of approval, to remain
in service, until the end of their useful life

(v)  Enable existing wiring, plugs and sockets to
be used until the end of their useful life, to
encourage manufacturers to provide in the
market, (a) a specially marked Type G
socket, as a replacement for any 5 ampere
socket that needs replacement, (b) adaptors
to enable 5 ampere plugs to be connected to
13 ampere sockets, and vice versa, and (c)
extension cords conforming to standards;
and

(vi) Facilitate the Gazette Notification to be
issued under Sri Lanka Customs Ordinance
and Sri Lanka Consumer Affairs Authority
Act No. 9 of 2003, to implement the
approval

2. Cabinet Decision No. 16/1487/706/056 dated 24,
August 2016:

1. Grant approval to the proposals (i) to (vi) in
paragraph 04 of the Memorandum

2. Direct the Secretary, Ministry of National
Policies and Economic Affairs, to take note
of the observations of the Minister of
Finance and purse action accordingly
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3. Gazette Notification No. 2032/10 dated 15, August
2017

4, Cabinet Memorandum No. IECD/6/1/17/16 dated
17, August 2017

e Approval of the Cabinet of Minister is to
sought Gazette Notification No. 2032/10
dated 15, August 2017

5. Cabinet Decision No. 17/1873/752/021 dated 31,
August 2017

Decided to grant approval to present Gazette
Notification No. 2032/10 dated 15, August 2017,
published in terms of the Imports and Exports (Control)
Act No. 1 of 1969, in Parliament, for approval. Thank
you.

G e309f@D 02 GE.
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Question proposed.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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The WHO Guideline on Country Pharmaceutical
Pricing Policies states, I quote:

“Application of cost-plus  pricing formulae for
pharmaceutical price setting Countries generally should not use cost
-plus as an overall pharmaceutical pricing policy."

It further states, I quote:

...... wish to change their strategy.....”
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“The market for pharmaceuticals is riddled with information

asymmetries”.
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“Information asymmetry is compounded by the fact that an
average medical practitioner and an average pharmacists in Sri
Lanka relies on the information provided by pharmaceutical
company representatives since there is a virtual absence of
independent source information.”

OO HDd»y ¢y @O B Briw eedsd;
88wosf, pharmacy aBBwmGOsy BRwo  e®
companiesOEsY Bwm @ s d508 ¢sd edew ewig
23 DO BeRsTesT.

& D2ed® D180 O8 oo Bwmdo:

"Unethical and inappropriate drug promotion by pharmaceutical
industry is wide spread. Even though Sri Lanka exempts medicines
from taxes, yet these do not translate in lowered prices to the
patient."
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"Competition Commissioner, Tembinkosi Bonakele accused ...
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of engaging in 'excessive pricing, price descrimination and
exclusionary conduct in the provision of breast cancer Medicine in
South Africa' in a press conference today."
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"FDA Oncologic Drugs Advisory Committee
unanimously recommends approval of Mylan and
Biocon's proposed biosimilar trastuzumab; vote marks
first proposed biosimilar trastuzumab to be recommended
by the Committee.

Mylan and Biocon today announced that the US Food
and Drug Administration Oncologic Drugs Advisory
Committee recommended approval of the companies'
proposed biosimilar trastuzumab. The committee voted
16-0 in support of eligible indications of the reference
product, Herceptin, which include HER2-positive breast
cancer in the metastatic and adjuvant settings."
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sometimes it may please the Opposition Members, but these
are the problems that we face. But, I am sure, before too
long, you will see that we will go forward.
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As you know, Sir, we cannot run the economy with
theoreticians, clerks and technicians. You have to have
hands-on people with experience who are able to do that.
I think this is something that we have to ensure and work
consistently towards that goal. We should not tamper
around this nor should we be fooling around this because
you are playing with the economy, which is the most
important aspect. We inherited an economy that was
basically downtrodden, run down and the family who
ruled that thought that it was only good for a couple of
people to enjoy. But with the rectification, we were able
to eliminate that and bring it into a better situation. So, I
hope the present situation will also augur and able to
increase the revenue, reduce the cost, bring meaningful
expenditure and bring the economy back to a correct
state.
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508 @8 gsfesy. The Daily News of 22nd September,
2017 states, I quote:

“Inflation increases to 7.9% in August”

68 odw D@eDE Beamter’ BwEr ICHEO OF
wensy eOmdo, | quote:

“The reported increase in inflation is mainly because of the low
price levels that prevailed in August 2016”.
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Thank you very much, Hon. Presiding Member, for
giving me this opportunity.

I think this is one of the most important Regulations
under Imports and Exports (Control) Act, which we are
discussing today. I was listening to the speech of a
Member of the Opposition, the Hon. Indika Anuruddha
Herath. He stated that the previous Ministers were unable
to do the needful and questioned as to why they did not
do that. He came out with lots of such accusations. He
also spoke about the former Minister of Health, His
Excellency President Maithripala Sirisena. I was also in
the former Government. It is a fact that he was unable to
do anything because he was not allowed to do it. I know
there were so many problems regarding the decisions
made on tobacco products. The then Minister of Health
made certain decisions, but he was forcibly prevented
from carrying them out. The former Government did not
allow him to do his work. That is the reason he was
unable to implement the decisions taken.

I can now see that the present Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine is just walking in
along with his Deputy Minister. I am very happy to say
that they have done so much work to uplift the heath
sector for the sake of the poor people of this country. So
much of work has been done. As stated by the Hon.
Member who spoke before me, prices of many medicines
have been brought down. In the morning, the Hon.
Members talked about cataract lenses. I am a member of
the Lions Movement in Sri Lanka. Along with the help
of the Lions, we were able to help the poor people to buy
cataract lenses at low prices, because the ordinary
persons were unable to undergo that operation since the
prices of cataract lenses were so high. I know there were
so many such cases. But, when the present Minister of
Health took over, he brought down prices of medicine not
only by 50 per cent, but by 60 - 70 per cent. He has even
brought in stents for heart surgeries. Earlier, people
found it difficult to get their surgeries done because some
medical institutions delayed their operations and as a
result, many people died. But, after the Hon. Minister
took over, that has come to a standstill and their surgeries
are being done on time.

I must also like to say that just one or two years back,
almost 90 per cent of the laboratory tests such as urine
tests or blood tests were done by private laboratories and
it was a big problem for the ordinary person. But, I am
very happy to say that that situation has changed now and
75 per cent of those tests are done in Government
Hospitals and the poor ordinary person need not go
around to the private medical intuitions. These are some
of the work that the Hon. Minister of Health and the Hon.
Deputy Minister have been doing and we are indeed very
happy. However, I must tell the Hon. Minister, though
the charges of those tests are low, the efforts made by you
and the Hon. Deputy Minister have not brought down the
standard of those tests to a lower level.

I must also thank both the Hon. Minister and the
Deputy Minister for visiting my area in the Puttalam
District and passing a large sum of money for the well-
being of poor patients. The work has started and the
people will be benefitted from it. The Hon. Ministers
have visited the Puttalam Base Hospital also and have
passed the money to fulfil all requirements in that
Hospital. The work is going on with their help. The Hon.
Deputy Minister also visited that Hospital.
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Actually, as I have already explained to the Hon.
Minister, the Puttalam Base Hospital is covering a very
large area. Hospitals in adjoining areas such as Chilaw,
Marawila, Negombo and Kuliyapitiya have four major
hospitals within 25 kilometres. All facilities are available
there and the patients are being treated well. As I said
carlier, the Puttalam Base Hospitals covers a very large
area; in one hand, there is Kalpitiya and other islands
extending to around 40 - 50 kilometres; there is
Wanathawilluwa area towards Mannar; in addition, there
are about 20 camps. All patients from those areas are
being treated at our Hospital. But, what is happening
today, is, whatever decisions taken by Hon. Minister for
the well-being of the patients in those areas, do not reach
the patients when it goes through the Provincial Council
level.

This is where we find it difficult. When the Hon.
Minister and the Hon. Deputy Minister visited our
Hospital, we gave them the list of shortages we have in
the Hospital. I must tell you that the Puttalam Base
Hospital is short of 50 per cent of the doctors. Today, the
cadre for nurses is 225, but only 125 nurses are there.
When we speak about the minor staff, the Provincial
Council has appointed only a few from the Puttalam
District and all the others are appointed from the
Kurunegala District. Within six months’ they will go
back. These are some of the difficulties that we are facing
today. We found that there are around 60 nurses in
excess working in Kurunegala Teaching Hospital. Though
they are getting their salaries from the Puttalam Base
Hospital, they are not working in that Hospital. Up-to-
date, those nurses who are working in the Kurunegala
Teaching Hospital have not been sent to Puttalam Base
Hospital. I know this because I was a Provincial Health
Minister. I did my level best earlier, but now we are
unable to do that and we have now passed the baby on to
the Hon. Minister.

@O R0 O5IBneH

(oresTfl@ HeweVeLGTEIGLD 2 mIILllesTi Sjeuidher)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

OGS @168 BHOD Bwmo
(wrenrfl@ anil Heual)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Sir, please give me two more minutes.

I must thank the Hon. Minister because after his visit,
he has taken a decision to appoint another 50 nurses to the
Puttalam Base Hospital. Similarly, as I said, I must
inform the Hon. Minister again that those 60 nurses who
are supposed to be attached to the Puttalam Base Hospital
are working outside, but they are getting their salaries
from the Puttalam Base Hospital. 1 am sorry. I came to
know about this only two weeks ago. That is why I could
not inform you. Probably within two weeks, we will give
you the list of names. Please see that these nurses are
brought back to Puttalam because, as you said, there are
some nurses who have been there for a long period. In the
Puttalam Base Hospital, we have been doing all the
operations.

Suddenly, there was a shortage of anesthetists. Then,
we came to you. You passed a transfer order on to the
Provincial Council. There were 12 anesthetists attached
to the Marawila Base Hospital. According to the order,
we requested two or three anesthetists to come over.
Unfortunately, they have not yet been transferred.

DO RN I En

(oressTLLll @ BewevenETEIGD 2 mliflert SjeuTssr)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please, wind up now.

OG @060 HOT Bwmo

(omresorLy i@ el Heuai)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Just a minute, please.

So, they are unable to even perform routine
operations.

We must thank the Hon. Minister once again because
after your visit, so much of work has been done. You
have passed Rs. 60 million. Work has been started. We
are improving now. My request is that you go into these
details. Because, what you decide at the top level, does
not reach the poor people when it goes through the
Provincial level.

So, I must thank the Hon. Minister for doing all these
services. Whatever the Opposition may say and whatever
the people may say, the ordinary man is feeling happy
now not just because of the low prices of medicines but
because of the good services rendered in hospitals due to
the improvement of standards in hospitals.

So, as I said earlier, please, check on the Provincial
sector in the future to make sure that your decisions reach
the hospitals. Thank you very much.

O YRowsNGe) I Fn®

(orewTL L@ SemeveWSHTHIGD 2 miliilesTi jeuidser)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.46 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on

Tuesday, 26th September, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of this Day.
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