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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM
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The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - Deputy Minister of
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva)

It is only “Read only”. There is no point in having it if
it is “Read only” because we have to be able to type on it.
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I will get that attended to and they will speak to you.
Thank you very much for your co-operation.
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Hon. Speaker, I present a petition received from Mr.
M.AL. Fernando of No. 27/5, Weeraman Road,
Panadura.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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SPONSORS FOR ANNUAL CRICKET MATCHES BETWEEN
POPULAR SCHOOLS: SELECTION CRITERIA
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asked the Minister of Education:
(@)  Will he admit that-

(i) beer companies sponsor the annual cricket
matches (big matches) held between
popular schools;

2017 ez%01®28 30 2384

(i) beer companies carry out their publicity
work during the aforesaid matches; and

(i)  school students are tempted to use narcotics
through this?

(b) Will he inform this House-

(i) whether the Ministry has recommended the
methodologies and criteria to be followed
in selecting sponsors for annual cricket
matches (big matches) held between
schools;

(ii)  if so, what the aforesaid methodologies and
criteria are; and

(iii) if not, whether action will be taken to
recommend methodologies and criteria for
that?

(c)  Willhe also inform this house-

(i) whether he will take measures to stop
propaganda on narcotics associated with
matches; and

(i)  if' so, what the aforesaid measures are?
(d) Ifnot, why?

®S; B 868 mBwedwd® Owmo (gdwvInm
3@ ®)

(orewrfl@ odbslev allrresy sTilweusFd - Heval SewdFr)
(The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam - Minister of
Education)
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asked the Minister of Skills Development and
Vocational Training :

(@)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the number of apprentices trained during
the past two years;
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(i) the number of apprentices who have been
trained in the sector of Construction and
Industry

(ii}) the number who have been provided with
employment out of the aforesaid number;

(iv) whether the number that has been trained
in the sector of Construction and Industry
during the past two years is adequate to
address the demand of the labour force; and

(v) if not, whether steps will be taken to
increase the number of apprentices
recruited?

(b) Ifnot, why?

©0; O5I8® BoWemd ®wm (Byemmr 808 0
Da¥ B Yy @i sne)

(wressryllg Fhdlo ofr&E6asTly - Smeitast o UlallBs8) wHMID
QarflpLulHd oewdai)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody - Minister of Skills
Development and Vocational Training)

O D DNIDROB, OO YyEd» WO BEHJ e®eddw.

(@) (1) aLwwsrns oo @B yne GemOEsT

gRen W0 B PRBDEST wed 2015 Dess
e 73,077= wo 2016 Dess mg 92,948 O
am0 OWnd OWEEs wOweens SBsHd.
(1,66,025) a1&en® eswomm™* mcS.

(i) @BBBO oD e DE NGO CHo & @B
$QBB5T eseds00 2015 dess ne 35,0012
wo 2016 Dews ne 443258 Daewsi g
OO VIO BT D8R,
(79,326) @@ dcsI.

(i) 2015 w0 2016 ©wo mne PHEm =6 @B
QB B5T 501500057 dBwo ©B S GB
5@renws VORI Ve HHYA. (63,603)

(iv) ©® acmed 9GP0 y@redsy ByD.

(v) @D.

(@0) acog @v2ed.

B3 DD PO Vw0
(omevsrL1ll@ Hers Camrd)
(The Hon. Kanaka Herath)
O D NNBHROB, Ood 8eEOB ens Y@@ e®wkd.

Dad B e wewo 928ur O Buuwsio Gi8eE
2,500 Buutows @ e Bwece s8e 2017 aw
Dewsy @28ury mer. ©® O» DO ewwd®en Guwnwsy
5w & BuuEdw A o Bedmdag?

©6 95380 Bowlemnd Owmo

(wrenryflg ehSlw ofrsCsry)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

OC OSIEnOB, a8 »0® & Bentds 1 &z . @®
©wddrd Ood g@imerews’ gr Diw ©wddrdnl BBwd

* gelmmoced mdr ¢.
¥ BV S Ble)) w65 LILIL (BhiTend).
* Placed in the Library.

208Ee@sIndD

2390

®0 §eC 2@mn®0 9e8ur oy 1@ dodvewsI®
eu¢edd], 8¢8 ®b8®m wy SEHE ®»88m OB skilled jobs
DEO @® Ced BmE 9CCRR OB B, Shed ¥yerdd
©wI§ 0D Go® wEW BB D WS OB & gwd
BN ICS BE Yo eod®O 48 DEewedisn O Do.
89 €REDsY 8Ed dBwon D §DEIEdD ©edDIgwWm WIE®sY
@® Geem, 9O MO JEewsy BBe® Yeens evd®
e gdms D@ BEedg 0® D¥vedl Hwit®m »osImd
& O 0o.

OO B eSS Dm0
(omressrL 8@ Hesrs: Camrd)
(The Hon. Kanaka Herath)
O D ONLROB, Bed e} and ydmw 0®wi.

2017 aw Ow eoCFmoewrsy 9l8u we owlBrdn
D8, 0® DaBwe YNNG PIDDEBEY JHGD CROBIBN
Bevwsy Sgwd «ORB owedoBm dwnmen ©w®w®
83O WO, F ¢wd BmO 618w 10,0002 ©x00F
CeLBID ®OGD OB Bwsy Om. ©O HOBROSA, @®
0weldmDs B BOD GBessd DR@OvD Ded®
B ®©m ez ene, Hend® 5O IO 0¥nd e@umwnie?

@G 05380 Bowlemd dwmo

(oresr @ FhFlw afrs6lsriy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

O DONIDROB, ol gofem e®m»&. @® ded S8R
Bedpnde Beeem 82 »88m wenmdEs BHo®
Doy e »O8, & gued gdaBmOD e YYa
@O wsT 020&B 0. OO yye YEOEB WSO OO G HOESY
8@ 9O BeadmDr. OO RSO & wews ¢ NS eRwW
BosTm®. "B @ecidmesy Comwed @uimds, & awsd
20as WO» yuem @8mwsl mw!" Bwe bemed
DB @ w8OW WE WImDBOWE Buwo BSwo. & ax®
28 &g 20RO ¢dan 9EER0 MEeBs GamISLd »HOB
©® aw ¥y o BEO acdy morTesy.

OO B eSS D0

(worenrll@ sers Canrs)

(The Hon. Kanaka Herath)

& O BEodg ¢ Buwid®Om 00E Bedmdig, &0
HOBROA?

@G D380 Bowlemns Owmo

(wrenryll@ Fhslw ofrsClHTLy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

O DODNBWROB, 0® ©wIsHD BwWOm WO
D08 &8 gy v @i BHsw nE B1eH® v meg.

O B WS D™

(oresor i@ Hers Camrd)

(The Hon. Kanaka Herath)

2017 Deeds dw B8R @D v ¢¥ 2018 Deson
BICHO WO, - [P BB ]

@G 05380 Bowlemnd dwmo

(et ll@ Fhlw afrs6lsry)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

O OTBROB, OO Byenm w055 ¥ DaBw yn€q
2®00w 03w ur Heed 80 @i 490, 590 »ET.
953 gmynGD »OB 88 0® ewl¥md wmed WO I 0@



2391 2017 ez%01®28 30 2392

BEedeg wom® mog. 0088 GeE 8Eac «® y@dmew
Beadmdr; €D 005 @@nwemO 0wdd® o. & o
28 §¢G 9@Bn® Oum O WO Bedmdo. & wewo
20a» §e @od @@1mBRNO CRELTID ORI O eDEd
Bedmdo.

B0 DDIBNWBD O

(wrewTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO HOBROB, VAN®1 & D18 BEedg 8w mTydae?

©0 OI8O BoWemd Svm

(wrewryflg #hSlw ofréCsmy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

O RO, § Yo C@e D® a8 & O®
BEedg Sury mInIm mOYn O,

®F BeE ocdssty Swmo

(Lomevsr 8@ BlapTey HeVLILIGS)

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)

OGT WONIDROA, OO sweE ®»S oo
0B B Do,

OO DIBNWBDHR) S0

(oressTyll@ FUTBTIWST SjeuTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

OO HOBPOB, VDY O 8¢ ®¢?

@0 OI8O BoWemd Sum
(wrenrfl@ FHSlw ofrsCsETY)
(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)
@D, ®3S 2 SaNWGH DDA,

O3S BE 0Bty Dwmo

(wreryfl@ BlanTey Seliugd))

(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)

O ¢OBROB, In® BOD OLaFBw Py
PBOEE gd ¢dwr WO S WOY CIvR
e BOY BBun 9¥md Huer. In®wed B8Ened
ey e, 9CER0 and dBw 8@ BeadsTest 63,0000
B & Dred®, g® dgmed FER0 D wryE® ©8
BODs. ©C; HOBROA, RIS Bwyy BBWO yY€ud ey
DOY ¢u® e OB §5IHID ©vY.

©6; 95380 Borlemnd Owmo

(wrewryflg #hSlw afrsCsmy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

OO WODINEWROB, yEd» OB, w@imsewsy YV
O gw D Bews eawmbsens edsIesy EmMORS MWE W
Ded odOEO. OB .ndBs ey end, dBw edege
emeg FDi10 dBwr . dBw Bedz -Trade-related-
2.0DBsY gy oy 800 gpmls e 8e® yamwn Beadnd. &
Beso »OB Svw »Sw0 a8 0® @) B8Eedg BHwrrem
WO qened OsIesT.

OO DB WGBS

(oressTyll@ FUTBTIWST SjeuTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gdm g 3 - 1999/'17 - (1), oo IEF SFmwm
OB Bn® - [wew 0bvw 2 23>.]

BIBBIB BHIDCeS ewtddnm gucds s HBed
Ds923aBics: Bedmo
2 §G8&HF WTPLILITERT WTHST &SLleusNMeD Sl L 1b:
aflLrip

PROPOSED GARBAGE DISPOSAL PROJECT IN JAFFNA TOWN:
DETAILS

2075/°17

4. o6 DFRE egDImsIe Bwmo

(orewrll@ Ldarerv Ggeurebsm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

DO0 BICH® ¥ BE wOBY GBI OsT &1
game - (1):

(2) (1) w0 @ DHOC w5 DCYSIRW NE GBS
D0 BBe® Dxwadws, YO0 EH® o
8@ 008 g@ue® DRwOwsY wden
Bwrd®m HBOO e1C8@™mS Baesie;

(i) ow» DwoaBle wcwo BICH® Wo DwowaBwO
26€ eOBIRE HOYR 18®BIIB WS Bed;

(i) & a5, cO® DxsaBw wew GeE CHCLO
o JeI8B oI @e8uny 8 83Tl

(Iv) O dmuaBed DxOs D6 mOede;
@535y O @OV 500 ¢BIDsTeHB?
(0) e el m®, S &xsic?

B&ETS SO wHMID BT 6UPBIGD HeDLFFDTEH
Gl aflerT:

(o) (i) Wi LI LT 63oT O} EHENSH LI
UrGsessls0, Bard S Ll 0 wHmIb BT
UYPBIGED ewwFHeT BHHPFASH L L SHlesrT Hip
wifleys HGSH
L Gwrstenm B (pepiu®Bss S bl
UL 1 (hBS ST 6TTLIGNS U LD;

(i)  Gupug SMHSSIL_LSHDaTer S _missT
LopmiD SOSHILSI DG SThL{eL W

Caaralliugdr bLsugsensssr Gunolsrsrem

LOTh&h T Femul

QuTmLSBemer  BHMILD

UL (D6TaTST 6T63TLIGNS U LD,

(i) s, @ssesLbdpors HF aupbie
LTresTeny  (pHOUTTERTENID  BIMIQUSTID  (LpsiTeuh
SIGTOTHT 6TEOTLIGNSU|LD;

V) Gupuy  smsBHLsHer

BleDEVEHLD WITE] 6TEITLIENS U LD;

SHCUTemSHW

ojeui @)Fgemuulled gPlalliiumrym?
(=) @)esrCmev, eyeir?

asked the Minister of City Planning and Water
Supply :
(@)  Will he inform this House-

() whether plans had been made to implement
a garbage disposal project within Jaffna
Municipal Council area under the
programmes of the Ministry of City
Planning and Water Supply;

(i) whether plans for the said project have been
developed and the tender procedure has
been followed,
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(iii) whether a French agency has come forward
to fund this project accordingly; and

(iv) of'the current status of this project?
(b) Ifnot, why?
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sugpsls@nmio. We have asked the External Resources
Department to speak to the AFD and sort out this issue for us.
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Sir, he wants to ask the third Supplementary Question.
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

The Hon. Minister would answer that.

@O0 DDIBNWBD O

(wrewTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

You can ask only two Supplementary Questions now.

©0 ety RedELD Svmo
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Sir, there was an approved Water Supply and
Sanitation Project of the ADB to improve the capacity of
Iranamadu Tank in Kilinochchi and to take its water to
Jaffna. Now, are you all going to continue with this
Project or are you going to start totally a new project -
that is to collect the rainwater in the Peninsula in the
lagoons and then to improve the water supply to Jaffna. I
am asking this question because there is an alternative
that you are discussing. Can you tell us about it because
Jaffna has been suffering for so many years without
having drinking water.

@G 6GS 0RO dwmo

(wrevrLfl@ meytt ameib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

This question, Sir, has been asked for several times
and I have replied it.

@O0 DDIBNBD O

(wrewTyl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

He was the former Minister in charge. That is why I
asked you to make a comment on that.

@G 6YS 0RO Owmo

(wresTLfl@ Moyt ameib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

I know that. I thank the former Minister for his
concern regarding this issue. We have some problems
with the farmers in Kilinochchi. But, to overcome that
difficulty, we have now raised the bund of the Iranamdu
Tank. Now, the capacity of the Iranamadu Tank has been
increased and we are trying to convince the farmers of
Kilinochchi through that. The political issue is also still
there. But, our alternative, of course, is for a desalination
project under the Asian Development Bank funding and
the tender process is going on. But, that can only be an
alternative. We cannot have it as a full-time operation.
We need to have surface water supply. This issue is
essential. We are also looking at the matter in the Lagoon
that you talked about.

OO DAIBINWBDHD S0
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Okay, thank you Hon. Minister.
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asked the Minister of Labour, Trade Union Relations
and Sabaragamuwa Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the addresses of ministerial offices of the
Minister of Labour, Trade Union Relations
and Sabaragamuwa Development;

(i) if rent or lease is paid for the said offices,
the monthly rental/lease; and

(iii)  the total rent/lease paid from the year 2015
up to now in 2017?

(b) Will he also inform this House, separately in
respect of each Ministry-

(1) the number of officials in the personal staff
of the Minister;

(i)  the number of vehicles allocated for the said
personal staff; and

(i) the number of vehicles allocated to the
Minister?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne - Minister of Labour, Trade
Union Relations and Sabaragamu Development)
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(The Hon. Piyankara Jayaratne on behalf of the Hon.

Jayantha Samaraweera)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs:

(@)  Will he inform this House as at 09.01.2015
(i) and as at 30.06.2017-

(i) the number of Air Force camps established
in Jaffna District;

(i) the number of officers and soldiers who
were deployed in those camps; and

(iv) the name of each camp, the name of the
Divisional Secretary's Division in which the
camps were established, the officers and the
soldiers attached to those camps separately?

(b)  Will he state that as at 09.01.2015 and as at
(1) 30.06.2017 in the Jaffha District -

(i) the number of Air Force camps that have
been removed; and
(iii) the number of officers and soldiers who

have been removed from the service in
those Air Force camps?

(c)  Will he also inform this House whether he admits
that the removal of Air Force camps and the
officers and the soldiers who are serving in those
camps in Jaffna district is a great threat to the
national security?

(d) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene - State Minister of
Defence)
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana on behalf of the Hon.
Mayantha Dissanayake)
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asked the Minister of Agriculture:

@)

Will he inform this House-

)

(i)
(iif)

(iv)
™)

whether he is aware that abandonment of
paddy fields in the wet zone has caused
reduction in food production as well as
environmental issues;

what proposals are being implemented for
asvaddumizing abandoned paddy fields;

what reasons underlie for the quit of farmers
from paddy cultivation;

what solutions are given for it;

how many officers are available at regional
and rural level under the Ministry to
perform the task of getting paddy
cultivation implemented;

(®)

@ 6‘(_

(vi)
(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

x)

2402

who those officers are;

whether the objective of cultivating of
abandoned paddy lands through the recently

-established women farmers’ organization

comprising twenty women from each
village is being achieved;

whether there is a course of action in the
new agricultural policy to cultivate
abandoned paddy fields;

whether the objective intended by the
recruitment of four graduates per Agrarian
Development Centre for making the
agricultural policy successful at local level
has been achieved; and

what duties have been assigned to the
graduates?

Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon.Wasantha Aluvihare -
Agriculture)
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(@) Wil he inform this House whether permission has
been granted to start a stone crushing plant at the
Nawakkulama village in the Prabodagama Grama
Niadhari Division No. 43 in the Medawachchiya
Divisional ~ Secretariat  Division of  the
Anuradhapura District?

(@) Willhe also inform this House, if so-

(i) the permit number of the stone crusher and
the date on which it was issued;

(i) the name of the applicant and the date of
application; and

(i)  whether an environmental report has been
obtained to issue the said permit?

(b)  Will he further inform this House whether-

() comments of the people have been obtained
before starting this stone crushing plant;

(i) he is aware that people have protested
against the said stone crushing plant; and

(i)  action will be taken to address the health
and environmental issues that may arise as
a result of starting this stone crushing
plant?

(c) Ifnot, why?

OS] @0 PO Owmo (OVWNE @w-DEI® o

8836 Bewlws g@imun®)

(oressr Ll SBITTS wrde - waHTeusd LlalBESH wHmID

SFHOTLV LNrd) Sjensei)

(The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne- Deputy Minister of

Mahaweli Development and Environment)
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“... direct placements of Treasury Bonds in respect of
captive type large investors such as Employees’
Provident Fund, National Savings Bank and Employees’
Trust Fund during May - December 2008.”

508 Boenwm e®et wewsy O Bedxdo:

"Proposed scheme prepared ..for the issuance of
Government Securities to members of EPF those who are
willing to invest their provident funds in Government
Securities...”

Then, the other Minute Paper states, “Issuing
Treasury Bonds to EPF and other captive sources at an
interest rate 5 basis points above the secondary market
rates through private placements;”
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ILLEGAL FISHING ACTIVITIES IN
VADAMARACHCHI SEA: STATEMENT BY

MINISTER OF FISHERIES
AND AQUATIC RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
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Violation of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act,
No. 2 0of 1996 and Regulations - 2017
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District Offence No. of
cases
Jaffna  [Illegal fishing gear or illegal activities
Using monofilament net 07
Using illegal net
Using or possession of dynamite 01
Using purse seine net
Indian trawlers 17
Violation of Chank Regulations 01

Fishing activities without operation licence

Catching béche-de-mer without operation licence

Tllegal catchers or possessing of sea cucumbers

Violation of Foreign Fishing Vessels Regulation 21

Lobster possession without permit

Not submitted registration certificate

Non-renewal of registration certificate

Diving without permit

Fishing activities without permit 10

Total 57
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If you are giving the assurance that it would be
implemented, that is what we want.
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(wreTyll@ sallFmeri ojeuidser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, how many more minutes do you need?
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(wrewTyll@ Ldereiv Gheurampbsm)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Sir, I was given thirty minutes but I have consumed
only 15 minutes.
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10T TR INEISISION

(oressryLll@ sallFTeri ojeuissr)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, your time is over.

oG DFEES 0D sIe Owmo
(oressryLll@ Ldemeiv GoeuTarhsT)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Sir, please give me one more minute.

B &8s o 8o emsiedm dwm (Peod&es
830802 g@rm1n®)

(F0L- wriagsd wrewrylg rg CQurerGsar - LrGss
el hs8) Sjewo&ei)

(Field Marshal Hon. Sarath Fonseka - Minister of Regional
Development)
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®O B9S8R

(wrewryll@ sallFTeni ojeuigsir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Do you want to reply now or do you want to reply
during your speech?

B Es8E ©0 830 emziesdmn Dnmo
(LFevL wriragsd wresTyld Frd ureTCFsT)
(Field Marshal Hon. Sarath Fonseka)

Yes, I want to reply now.

®C B9S8R

(oresstyll@ saiFmeri ojeuissir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Let him finish his speech. After that you can reply.

o0 DFRES edDamdsIe Dwmo
(oressryll@ Ldemeiv Cgeureamhgm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
Once I finish-

IbSUMSBUND Ul YBIG eubHGl (LPSTRTTST @uidds
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allew LG umHeTCm6ir. BedTHl.

®O B9S8R

(el @ salemeri jeuissir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Okay. Thank you very much. Field Marshal Hon.
Sarath Fonseka, do you want to make a clarification?

B0 @88 ©0 308 emzIedm Dwnmo

(FeoL_ wriagsv wrawLyllg #ré QursTGsaT)

(Field Marshal Hon. Sarath Fonseka)

Hon. Member, my Ministry is not meant to develop
infrastructure facilities. 1 have been given three
Provinces: the Central Province, the North-Central
Province and the Eastern Province. My job is to
implement major development projects in those
Provinces. On the other hand, the Hon. Member said that
I have not visited Jaffna. But I will make a bet with you
that I have been to Jaffna more than you.

®OO 5B BH

(wressryll@ saiFmeri ojeuissir)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Okay.

2434

@G DFcE edDisIe Dwmo
(orevrll@ Ldarsiv Cgeaurerbsm)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

228 ESedds.
g
rose.

®O BHIBRDOs

(oressryll@ sallereri ojeuissr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

You cannot have arguments. Now we will have to go
back to the subject.

The next speaker is the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva.
You have ten minutes.

[g.20. 10.59]
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Qa&Tetemsser  wHMID  CurmeTTSTr  eYisusvsst  Lilrg)
OIOLFFIT)

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva - Deputy Minister of

National Policies and Economic Affairs)
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®O B¥IBBDS)

(wreTyll@ SallFTeri ojeuidser)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Order, please! @® ¢0e0ed8 ©O . HECBESH BN
O®wmI Yo B8 amdr m.

FBRTE DT 220268209 Goesmewsy 9O Hewsy, oo
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE HON. K.
THURAIRETNASINGAM took the Chair.
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988wd @devs B8E @ Bedx do. This is the Administrative
Capital of Sri Lanka. T urge you, Hon. Minister, we need
this sewerage system for Kotte. You may want to put these
sewerage systems in other places. But it is an absolute
necessity, a requirement for people of the Capital City to
have a proper sewerage system.
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Hon. Deputy Minister, your time is over.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. The next speaker is Hon. Prasanna
Ranatunga.
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Whereupon THE HON. K. THURAIRETNASINGAM left the Chair,

and DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIP ALA]
took the Chair.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon.
Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran. You have 12 minutes.
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Go ahead, Hon. Minister.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Chairman, I was making a request to the Hon.
Member presiding before you took the Chair, a very
humble request, that you would be pleased to permit me
to table my speech that has been prepared on behalf of the
Ministry to be included in Hansard, since I had to take
much of the time allocated to answer certain criticisms
levelled against us.

Sir, you are quite aware particularly of certain
projects that we are implementing in your own district.
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Then, Hon. Chairman, on the question of Treasury
Guarantees which are given for local loans and on
Sovereign Guarantees which are given for foreign loans,
all loans are taken only after obtaining Treasury
Guarantees or Sovereign Guarantees which has been the
practice as far as we are concerned. I must also say here
that during the past few years we have not been allocated
any specific sum for investment in the drinking water
sector through the Consolidated Fund and we have been
asked to borrow directly and that has caused a severe
stress on our financial status. In order to overcome that,
we are now looking at other means of engaging with the
private sector, particularly through PPP schemes. One of
the main PPP projects that is to be implemented is
presently going through the tender procedure and it will
soon be finalized. That is called "Weliwita Bulk Water
Supply Project" which will supply water to the Colombo
City. Together with that, we are looking at a variety of
other options as well.

Sir, I also need to deal with a few other questions that
have been raised here, particularly the question of HDPE
pipes raised by the Hon. Anura Dissanyake. I must say
that there is only one HDPE pipe supplier in Sri Lanka
and he has got the SLS standard. In fact, it is a matter
regarding which I too intervened and tried to address. I
spoke to the Project Director and since there is only one
local supplier with these standards, the argument is, in
order to invite competition, that we have to call for
international tenders. But, this is a policy issue and we
must address this issue and support the local industry.
Since there is a local industry already producing these
pipes, it would certainly be an issue regarding which a
policy decision must be taken to support the local
industry. This is a matter regarding which I too agree
with the Hon. Member who raised this issue.

Then, on several other issues too, we have to give our
response. The Hon. Member raised another very serious
allegation pertaining to the Polonnaruwa East Water
Supply Project. This Scheme, I must say, is covering an
area which has been very seriously affected by chronic
kidney disease. So, the Cabinet has taken a policy
decision that wherever there is an area affected by
chronic kidney disease, the Treasury will bear the entire
responsibility to pay back the loan. Based on that, though
this loan is quite a large amount, we must say that this
loan is being procured through the Chinese Exim Bank
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on their concessionary loan scheme with a lower interest
levy. Though there is only a single bidder whose bid is to
be negotiated, we have put in some strict conditions that
the contractor will not be paid any price escalation and
that the risk of foreign currency fluctuations should be
borne by the contractor.

Together with that, a shorter implementation period
will be available since the procurement has to be
completed by 2019 because there was a Cabinet decision
to complete all these projects in the areas where CKD is
prevalant by 2019. The Chinese Exim Bank’s soft loan
package is what is being procured for this purpose and
this loan will be serviced entirely by the Treasury with no
burden on the National Water Supply and Drainage
Board. We are also compelled to look into this issue,
particularly since we have to somehow reach a 60 per
cent target by 2020 and we also have a much bigger role
to play in reaching the 2030 - Sustainable Development
Goals, which have been identified by the United Nations.

Then, about the new bank loan that we have taken
through a Joint Cabinet Paper in order to pay back some
of our commitments, that loan has been arranged through
the Treasury due to the non-availability of counterpart
funds of the Government of Sri Lanka for a variety of
loans that we have taken. Those counterpart funds had to
be met and then, we have to pay other levies such as the
VAT and other taxes that have to be paid to the
contractor. Therefore, the Treasury was advising us -
three other Ministries together with us - to go for an
overdraft from the commercial banks and that too, has to
be negotiated by the Department of External Resources.

Then, we will be able to, at least, settle those
commitments. In the meantime, the Treasury has fully
undertaken to repay that overdraft. Therefore, that again
is not going to be a further burden on the National Water
Supply and Drainage Board’s stressed finances and that
should be mentioned here.

There was also a question raised about the Public-
Private Partnership relating to a desalination project.
There was an unsolicited desalination project which had
been awarded to one of those parties that was mentioned
by the Hon. Anura Kumara Dissanayake. Here, I must say
that it has not been finalized yet. Only a proposal was
submitted by a private party on the request of the
Northern Provincial Council and that issue is still
pending.

Then, moving on to the issue relating to the salaries of
the workers of the National Water Supply and Drainage
Board, it is true that we had agreed to revise the salaries
every three years. A committee has been appointed with
the Additional General Manger in charge and that
committee will study and provide the recommendations. |
also expect the trade unions to agree to a Collective
Agreement before we are able to give them another
revised salary scheme.

Then, the Hon. Charles Nirmalanathan raised certain
issues relating to water projects in the Mannar area.
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Uthayapuram, Pesalai and some other areas which he had
referred to are included under the Asian Development
Bank’s Project to supply water to the dry zone and
presently, they are under a procurement process.

Then, for the project proposed for Sannar,
Eachchalampattu and Kayanagar areas, an estimate of Rs.
100 million had been made and we are waiting for some
funding to be made available.

I must also add here a few words in Tamil, Hon.
Chairman.
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That can be done.
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©O go5Iem yuIg Ovmo
(orasrdl@ o mbSISs LteTThg)
(The Hon. Arundika Fernando)
OO ©BNISBROA -

OO BNIBBRSs

(orevsryll@ salFmeri jeuissir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

OC 805V YT O BR®0, 5188 BB e?

@O g BIe® Yot Owmo

(1oreorflg SjmbIbs LiteTThs)

(The Hon. Arundika Fernando)

DL, WL D ISensT ®ICHRE GO
OB8, ©o ¢ @®Bn®s. It is about the Belgium Water
Supply and Sanitation Project which is to be carried out in
Wennappuwa, Nattandiya and Dankotuwa areas. The
estimate for that was US Dollars 20,000 million. It has been
reduced to US Dollars 11,000 million. Now, what they are
asking for is another US Dollars 450 million till you finish
the Belgium Project. I just want to know about the current
status of that Belgium Project to be carried out in my area.

@G 6YS 0RO Owmo

(e flg meyLs amdib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

For that Project, we had asked for some funding from
Belgium. In fact, the Hon. Chairman knows that Belgium
funding is at a very concessional rate.

®O BNIBBROs

(el @ saiFmeni jeuigsir)
(The Hon. Chairman)

Yes.

®CL 6GS ¥R Owmo

(wreiTLfl@ Moyt améib)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

But, the loan cycle takes quite some time to negotiate.
Of course, the counterpart funding issue, we can sort out.
At the moment, the funding option is sorted out through
the Department of External Resources.

OO BB R

(oresstyll@ saiFmeri jauissir)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Okay. Thank you very much, Hon. Minister.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 237,355,000, for Head 147,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the
Schedule" put and agreed to.

Head 147, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to
stand part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 20,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 20,000,000, for Head 147,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 147, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 115,400,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 115,400,000, for Head 147,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 147, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure, \
Rs. 600,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 600,000,000, for Head 147,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 147, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 910,800,000, for Head 162,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 162, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 8,450,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 8,450,000, for Head 162,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 162, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 49,792,850,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 49,792,850,000, for Head 162,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 162, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 311.- DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL PHYSICAL
PLANNING

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 198,360,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 198,360,000, for Head 311,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 311, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 198,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 198,700,000, for Head 311,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 311, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 196,475,000, for Head 166,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 166, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 19,011,025,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 19,011,025,000, for Head 166,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 166, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 3,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 3,000,000, for Head 166,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 166, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 8,279,150,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 8,279,150,000, for Head 166,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 166, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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HEAD 332.- DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL COMMUNITY
WATER SUPPLY

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 168,067,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 168,067,000, for Head 332,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 332, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 204,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 204,500,000, for Head 332,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 332, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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At 4.33 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Monday, 04th
December, 2017.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 4.34 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Monday, 04th December, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 15th November, 2017.
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