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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.

Y@ HORO D:18m B8Enoy

T & &% Eh & & UTIIeLpsY allewL 6T
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

OO DOIBIBHR O

(omessTyifl@ FUTHTILET S)suTds)

(The Hon. Speaker)

g@» gom 1 -135/'15- (1), ©5 §d8m sBSen @wmo.

OC I8 B8RS Owmo

(wrenry il ysdla ugresmt)

(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)

B0 DOBNEDHROB, @ OO Y@ gD,

O35 OBBID WO IB R D0

(orevryfl@ SWhHS & HTTEHVEHE)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

B0 DOIBNGDROB, B W SHSB @@
e0NEDsT @ O yEm»wd 88nd 8® wewr ®B ec®m
DICED 9CE BSDo.

g @ Enml 988en’ BEOO Bowlw wmoz» GE.
alsariremsd Lom Gl BVTEHBID FLOT LI5S 1 L eweTuili 1701”1 gy,
Question ordered to stand down.

@O QBB

(omessTyifl@ FUTHTILET S)suTds)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gd® g 2 -1219/'16- (1), oo ©8d® Eevnsim
QS OV - [wen @dww e 22.]

WBHBWED 0@ BwrdD 53000 B B 3®Wae

OwosaB : AEER LGS
BVVTL & 9ra pewL (pedMLILIBSS W BT 6uLpBIS6D
H(HS S _L_BIS6T. LiGIener omeut L LD
WATER SUPPLY PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED BY GOOD
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asked the Minister of City Planning and Water

Supply:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the number of water supply projects
implemented in the Badulla District up to
now since the present Good Governance
Government came to power in 2015;

(i) separately, the name and number of
beneficiaries of each of the aforesaid water
supply projects along with the amount of
money spent on each project; and

(iii) the steps expected to be taken to remedy the
drinking water issue of the people of
Badulla?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle - State
Minister of City Planning and Water Supply)
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( @) @Ced, greir?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

Will he admit that-

(@)

(b)

©

(M)

(ii)

the traditional gem miners in the Ratnapura
District, the leading district in the gem
industry that provides a significant
contribution to the national income, are
losing that industry; and

the reason for this situation is that the
traditional miner has fallen into the state of
a labourer among the businessmen who are
engaged in large-scale businesses within
this industry?

Will he inform this House-

(M)
(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

whether licences have been issued to use
backhoes in large-scale mining industry;

if so, the names and addresses of licence
holders;

whether he admits that using of backhoes
for traditional mining causes an injustice to
the traditional miners as well as severe
environmental damages; and

the measures that can be taken to prevent
this situation?

If not, why?
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(=) @STCed, ereir?
asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:

(@)  Will he inform this House of the names of persons
to whom payments were made by the Prime
Minister’s Office for drafting the Nineteenth
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Amendment to the Constitution and for preparing
concept papers and the amount of payment made
to each such person separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation Industries:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that a subsidy called “
Kapruk Purawara” was provided to coconut
farmers as Rs. 52 per tree from 8§ trees up to
5 acres and that the said subsidy is not
provided at present; and

(i) whether he admits that eventhough the
coconut cultivators who did not receive the
subsidy handed over applications to the
Office of the Coconut Cultivation Board at
Ratnapura in December 2016 requesting
that subsidy , no response has been received
up to now?

(b)  Will he also inform this House whether immediate
action would be taken after looking into this
matter, to provide that subsidy to the coconut
farmers?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Navin Dissanayake - Minister of Plantation

Industries)
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asked the Minister of Lands and Parliamentary
Reforms:

(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) whether a programme called "Bim Saviya"
is implemented with the objective of
settling land issues;

(i) whether the above programme is
implemented in all districts of Sri Lanka at
present; and

(iii)  if not, the names of the districts in which the
aforementioned "Bim Saviya" programme
is implemented?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) whether a proposal to expedite the aforesaid
"Bim Saviya" programme has been
submitted by now;

(i) whether foreign aid is obtained to expedite
the aforesaid programme;

(i)  if so, whether the said aid is provided as
foreign aid or a loan;

(iv)  the financial value of such aid; and
(v) the total amount estimated for the "Bim
Saviya" programme?

(¢) Ifnot, why?

OO DB WS IBED VDo

(orairyfl@ swhs &menTTSlevds)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

®07 DOIBTNBH OB, 98® 5% 2085E0®sVn)
yBeeEdmOen e@imn® dNEDsT & OO ydEmwd B8ExnC
BWOB* DHSB0.

* wwe@ass On »d» ¢ 8E0:
* FLmLS_S8l60 sweussL L aflsoL !
* Answer tabled:
(@) (i) 1998 gom 21 ¢om» B8O Ewoeseed BBe® wmm
wOer 9RODE adBe BHE w6 B8O wwBmws’
By BB weyn 30wBs D@edws Hwn®m .
888 92® vOE BYE B Beed.
(i) o>».
(i) oo weps’ fFEm ne IO wde ORWOWD

BwodOm @d.

emE® s felot> ot
[S5koale] DOCOE® 420002306
HOITTemO  WOEOC ©@OE
ace ©200EITTHGD OmeE
mE® DODS Gete]
®ad MOCE @BIBBD

(a0) i) ow.
(i)  agE evned.
(i) @ ez0ed.
(iv) @acg evned.
(V) age osned.

(@) 1998 gom 21 ¢S B8O Bwowseed BBe® srrend medhm
DOTGOEO @€ §BEHRIBIE OB gijens) e¥nedsy Buyst
DOT) CID SO wuBm HDHeEE PNLEDHDD HewdBm
OO0 Gen 800 B g, v 8sY, 8O geed 1998
gom 21 ¢65) BB Bwors@od BBe® voym weerddmes B
e e WOwn 8 w8y OB gnd, e® Om; TO
om@un gdwsy Dnews’ 3 wews BB eomy®us
@062 @O WD gD,

& 5D, 0 BwrlOm D5Isny SHHHOEST DN emed
0O dFm nE 00O DBV §o®H BBO mOEWO
200 B GBI, BB WERIVHB § D® 5O YNerdoBsT
@O I0wBe DQWOND Huwod®m BB gede emed.

o6 cHEOsY A8y vwm (cwed gidsiss o

®w®® 3@y @ e 208E8ed®xIned
BWIBNBDR )

(oreiyllg svsagwer  Hiflstevsy - 2 wirsdal  wHMID
Gl (B EHFTeW 6V 6T S| WLOFF (LD LT TEhLOGTM & FemL
PgDaUGLD)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher
Education and Highways and Leader of the House of
Parliament)
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NON-ISSUANCE OF ADVERSE WEATHER WARNING
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(wrewryllg SCarely @ emTouigenr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

o0 mOosnwemn®2A3, 1 pose this question to the Hon.
Prime Minister or the Minister of Disaster Management.

On 29™ of November, Sri Lanka was badly affected by
a disastrous tropical storm which had caused at least 14
deaths so far and destroyed roofs of houses and power
lines. Despite warnings being received from overseas at
least three days ahead, the Government agencies ignored
them only issuing an advisory to the fishing community.
This not only affected the people, caused severe damage
to property and the economy of the country, but it is
likely to tarnish the reputation of the country in the
tourism industry and commerce, leading to a decline in
the relevant industries.

This shows the apathy of the Government in the face
of disasters and exemplifies the tardiness.

(1)  Will the Hon. Prime Minister explain to the House
why international warnings were ignored and the
public was left unaware of the impending disaster?

(2)  What action does the Government intend to take to
face future storms, bearing in mind that the people
affected by earlier floods are still awaiting
adequate compensation and what measures will be
taken to alleviate the suffering of those affected by
such weather conditions?

Sir, yesterday's “The Sunday Times” reports, I quote,
“One depression gone, but another on the way”, giving all
the details of Cyclone Ockhi. Sir, I table* that article.

* gefmmeed mds ¢o.
* BraflsmeVigBleD) sweuSHELILIL (PETeTs.
* Placed in the Library.
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Finally, I move on to another obligation and pledge
made to the House by the Hon. Prime Minister in relation
to a man-made disaster and pose my last question.

(3) When will the Report on the disaster at the Salawa
Army Camp, which was submitted ten months ago
to the authorities, be tabled in the House, as
promised by the Hon. Prime Minister? Also, when
will the relevant relief be granted to all those who
have been affected by that man-made disaster?

Why is that Report not tabled in Parliament by the
Hon. Prime Minister? When we debated that issue,
it was promised that the Report will be submitted.
It is lying in the Headquarters of the Army
Commander.

Sir, I would like a reply to my Question.

@O0 DIBNBHD S

(oreiryfl@ FUTHTLET H)ouTdsi)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the House, are you replying or will
any other Minister reply?

o6 VYO BEHEE Owmo
(oreiLyfl@ suFagLosst SliflsTsvsv)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

I will reply, Sir.

OO DAIBNWBHD Do
(oreiTyLfl@ FUTBTWET H)suiTdssT)
(The Hon. Speaker)

All right. Go ahead please.
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. THILANGA SUMATHIPALA] took the
Chair.

[3.90. 10.52]

®0 (e00¢x1) 6r8dm edrmcnisy Bwmo

(wressryfl@ (weusghw HTHlE) rresls Caevrmygevr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

OO0 BDIBAROB, OO @mod® FRBOTD eDHD EEDLS
BT bwhdes OIER0. 990 W WO C1AN
B30 LW OO I 2. OO 8 e B
Bes OB O 0 0208 H38 ®mO I BERT ¢viory.
On®ed §8m ydMORO c¥mo 200 ®0 eDE®D E0E®
01 OO 9@ BT 0D, ey Ood @dED
Omns B3 Yewo.

OO ©BBROB, ¢5Y @S 2 IR BB
§E»® of »nOB 0din Bidems. @® odlodBs vwm,
@ad0m 00de. gemys Om, 0TeENOD @dlw. eRTOL edT®



2605 2017 @ces@28 04 2606

OB O BO BT @8 g gug POV PBEIm. eCID
@woas 0w 8D BEwxsIong ¢53¢8xY 1993 d&ww 0dm
om0 eudBewd ednews’ @8 Bewe Hew. 1995 dsw
005 @m0 g8 (il edinews’ Hewed Hew. & Dred®,
2016 26sedl -Bw gfoided- ¢8 ®eFBwr eddvews’,
D0 e6Tvewsy 6 ©ima ¥ HDBE BOwed® Ve edfe
REDBIO Bewe o, 0® afcided a8 ©Dewvsy ¢500 5
888 eddows, ®Densy ¢6i20 o HIV eddows Bem
0dd® ecemsI® Bewnd Jew. oCID eweds wdlmed ¢im
@ eEam gmd, O gfoided @8 Aemedisn
D, w0®s ©dtnewsy ®® GEIEE 0Tvewrs e®
BBwO® Bewed @D Bwo.

& Ded®, 202028 @ed O Budy @ eddvewsy Bewe
DD BWE @CID @9 6oDID® OB G ©BBIDI
g Beamn. ¢80 ¢1¥ ¢fowln e0iwd swuosisy Bedsieny.
957 O »08, HIV awicme. ecodsy otoq eddow. &
eI eddedlxs. demms HIV eddocwsy ged 5O
DBl WO ©o0d Dlm WOmD. Do Bwwd ¢O®
IO . »HYT 98 ewdl DM Beadmd. god
eedes ®EBVE swuBs OEn® BDD ed, Bw dwed
3ol 000 08 odIBsY D @m® D& ew. »HY
9500 3 WEHBT dw Bcmrw WSHsIm ¢80 yO LT gend.
@® BHO® OB a8 et eddnw Bcmw A B8EAeD
OCI® 9B 98NBW DO RO BE WE. 48 F wewo &
Bwo@do ofmn. oF 8w Ble®€ ovedolm
PEDDOBES g WO® oy s g8 B mer. O
&R S B8uE vFBwseed 80 G8wE 250 ¢ af)
O @8 B Bw® mes. Sewd, o8wE 3,0000 Bgen
3B ©ednd @8 68w 1,0000 g8 »3c0 -8 Bw® mSEo-
& 58S Dalmr BBymDY POOBT HI® eBeOED GoreBMS
O Be® wBwO a8 #B ®»Er. eCI® 0w 838D
88xY B e 2016 D:8m0ed 2305 8Jed ged 6O o
@® B83wd Bwr Bedmda:

“Sri Lanka’s public health achievements in 2016 demonstrate that
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(The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera)
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(The Hon. Chairman)
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@ (eedexs) . 8De®Tvsy dwm

(wrewry g (swouggdlw serslgl) 8. HeuGwmasr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Thank you very much, Hon. Chairman, for giving me
the opportunity to speak. 1 want to express my views on
some estimates done by the World Health Organization.
Sri Lanka's expenditure on health, both public and
private, was around 3.2 per cent of the Gross Domestic
Product - GDP - or US Dollars 89 per head in 2012. Life
expectancy has raised from around 60 years in 1960 to 74
years in 2012 according to the World Bank statistics. In
Sri Lanka, the mortality rate of children under 5 years has
fallen from 9.8 deaths per 1,000 live births to 9.6 deaths
per 1,000 live births in 2013. These are good health
indicators.

I wish to thank the present Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine, Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha
Senaratne and at the same time, the former Minister of
Health, President His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena, for
the valuable efforts taken to improve the health sector in
this country. The success of Sri Lanka’s health sector is
largely due to its effective public delivery system, which
provides both preventive and curative care at low cost.
Government provides healthcare free for all citizens and
accounts for almost all preventive care and most in-
patient treatment. However, the public health sector has
inadequate capacity, limited access to specialist treatment
and inconsistent service standards.
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B3 398 BHOs

(oreiryfl@ salareni Sjsuiassr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have six more minutes. But, we
have to stop for lunch. Do you want to continue after
lunch?

®0 (e0dexs) v, 80efwsy Dwmo
(oreiryflg (sweugshu sevrplg)) 8. feuGoraseir)
(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

If you allow me, I can finish now.

®3 38RO

(omreoryLll@ sallFTeri 9jeuids)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Actually, we cannot do that. We have to suspend the
Sittings now.

®0 (e0dexs) v, 80efwsy dwmo
(orairyflg (weugshu sevrplg)) A. feuGomraseir)
(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Okay.

®3 38RO

(omreworyLll@ sallFTeri 9jeuidssr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

The Sitting is suspended for lunch till 1.00 p.m.

def8® 30 ¢mmEd 20Emd g HQO» &Y, @.eo.
1.000 230 80502 G&.

ooy, ywiey Ao 1.00 wsflouswr Glewr plyssin @)
BT BB GBI BISBIHIY.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.

802N06 Y eEHODBw

(2_gailsd Gewerart BrwgLb)

(Assistant Secretary-General)
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(The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi)
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0 B DB Dwmo
(LomessTL L)@ V&) EoULiGuTG6wT)
(The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana)

8827 e85 o B8,

oy CLor g 5.
Seconded.

G S8z &Y, ewr @@z Sas.
flsarr M iBISSLILIL B) e7mmy S CIBTeremLiLIL L g.
Question put, and agreed to.

200 00 8.98. GrrY¢ @IOEE Cwmr Bresz20036)
Ses.

oLy, orarLjllE G.eTd. QYeThs GLITHL yeurdser
BEWGVSHLD 6UBIGSH T 6.

Whereupon THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI took the
Chair.

®O §Roe8500:) OB E®o

(omessryifl@ SMVMLGTHRIGD 2 ML Sjuiasir)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan, you may continue,
please.

@0 (e@dexs) 3. 8Oe®IwsY Owmo

(omesstLllG (weuggln HvTHS)) £. AeuGorssst)

(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)
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You have two more minutes, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Member, just to keep you informed, for 2018,
Rs. 3 billion, that is, Rs. 3,000 million or Rs. 30,000
lakhs, has been allocated by our Government only for the
North and the East to provide housing. So, that is a large
chunk of money that we are investing to help the people
of the North and the East. So, please be informed and I
would like your support and cooperation to get the
necessary lands allocated as early as possible, because we
hope to start the project right from the beginning of next
year, from January itself.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Thank you very much. At the same time, you will
have to take action to get advice from the District
Coordinating Committee for the selection of people. That
would be better. Then, we can find out the people who
have been really affected by the war situation, so that we
can help them.
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Member, all the recipients are selected by the
District Housing Committee. Neither our Ministry nor the
National Housing Development Authority gets involved
in the selection process. But, it is incumbent upon you to

provide us with the requisite lands and people suitable to
carry out the housing projects. So, it is up to you to do it.
We will provide you all with the funds.
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Thank you very much, Hon. Minister.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Douglas Devananda.
You have 15 minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have to now conclude.
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)
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STQT weuGSlw BlLjewri, Curg eweugsSw Bl ewTiaEhdsrest
Gaemeussr 2_arerer. eterg Guriv Gumrgrenwuflerrsy, Sir, |
have some viewpoints regarding the Ministry of Housing

and Constructions also. ~So, can I table the rest of my
speech?
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Yes, Hon. Member you may table it.
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(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

Sir, I table* the rest of my speech. Thank you.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Abdul Haleem. You
have seven minutes.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Seeniththamby
Yoheswaran. You have thirty three minutes. Before he
starts, the Hon. Mujibur Rahuman will take the Chair.
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Chair, and THE HON. MUJIBUR RAHUMAN took the Chair.
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Today, the State health sector provides a 55 per cent
service and the private sector provides a serivce of only
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(wrewryfl@ Fedlg LIGTwgTow)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Member, it is not Rs. 300 million, it should be
Rs. 3,000 million. That is, Rs. 30,000 lakhs. That is, Rs. 3
billion for the housing in the North and the East. What I
heard from the translation was Rs. 300 million. Therefore,
I want to correct that figure. It is Rs. 3,000 million, which
is Rs. 30,000 lakhs.

®0 BR®OS ewfefeddssy Dwmo

(woreiryflg Lafllgs ] CuirGssiveuyssr)

(The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran)
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(orewryLflg Fedlg LIGTHTEW)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Next year’s allocation for housing in the North and
the East is Rs. 3,000 million. That is Rs. 30,000 lakhs.
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(The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran)
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(The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran)
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(oreiryflg sedls NGrwgTsan)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Member, you mentioned about housing for flood
victims. You must understand that when disasters take
place, the houses damaged by disasters are handled by the
Ministry of Disaster Management. So, that aspect of it is
handled by that particular Ministry, and we are handling
everything else. So, I want to clarify that. The flood
victims will be provided with support and requisite relief
by the relevant line Ministry, the Ministry of Disaster
Management.
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(The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran)
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(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

Hon. Member, I want to clarify two issues. One issue
is, if grama niladaris or any other government officials
are involved in embezzling funds, then I think it is a
serious matter and you should take that up with the
relevant line Ministries and make necessary complaints.
So that, that kind of activity is prevented.

The second issue is, as far as selecting the
beneficiaries for housing is concerned, we do not decide
who get the houses. The Ministry of Housing and
Construction does not decide who the recipients are. It is
decided by the relevant District and Divisional Housing
Committees where the representatives of the people, like
you, can get involved and make sure that those who are
most needed will receive housing. So, it is up to you to
participate at the District and Divisional Housing
Committees and make your recommendations in order to
accommodate the wishes of those who most need
housing.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

This year, we have sent 100 Ayurvedic doctors to
Gujarat Ayurved University in India for training and we
have given some more scholarships to the Ayurvedic
doctors. The second matter is about ambulances. For the
year 2018, we will be importing and we have ordered 350
ambulances. So, we will be giving them to the rural
hospitals.

O . HECBECHTHEBNO® Bvm
(rewryfl@ &. S1wTEIrLswrdlnigsid)
(The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam)
BT, oewwdar  euisGer!
B\wsdleTma). 2 BisEpmLw QFwnHDI L BigssT GeummilwerlL
ugsmn @ UlrrigglésletGmmib.
95CHT(H), YW TCaH wausFliuFTenasemer ey cpedlenss
CariL_misensr ewgsTe prarey) UlrGurseatiors ()@

TEI

FHhGHTFIOTS

BTHIGET  @)enmeuenesrL

6T6eiTm)  BlewerdHleTC@mesr.  erGleretimmey 2 6T ig GevGi
WwHHGISmer 2 NLGs ClFinu CeussT(HD 6T6TM| BHIGET BV
S gewg Curdsgd QruwHu®ss @)msdSlaryiser. AsHs
MAUSFH I FTENVHEMET 9| EWTIE Gurglwere) Blevib
B wsdleTma). bsl LrCsanisallGa cpedllenssar eueridsd
GpBlenevw)d  @)(HEETDGI.  SLILIg W TeT
@L_miseners CgifleCaiig ki@ cpellenss Cari L misener

Fnlqlll  HTEVF

uarTiLgnN&ETer S L Gmwg THTETVSH BHewL pewmLl
uBss Coauar@d sretry 2 Bmisemer HyerGuT@h GCasl(hd
QamerdlesrGmeir.

@G (e00¢x1) Grdm etdrdnsy Owmo

(oreryLll@ (swouggliu seTHIF) rredls CFerTrder)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

We have already started and cultivated the
Nikaweratiya Herbal Garden - Osu Uyana - in an extent
of 50 acres. We have completed a 5-acre garden at
Medawachchiya and another 65 acre garden at
Haldummulla. In the Northern Provincial Council, we
have developed herbal gardens. So, we will be cultivating
so many herbal gardens because we also want to stop
importation of Ayurveda products from India and at least
to produce our own.
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Whereupon THE HON. MUJIBUR RAHUMAN left the Chair, and
THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA took the Chair.
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Hon. Member, after the Western Province, the highest
allocation that I have made is to the Northern Province,
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not to any other province. It is the same with the Eastern
Province also. You ask the Provincial Ministers how
much of money I have allocated to them. In 2016, out of
the money allocated to my Ministry, I have given Rs. 5
billion to them and this year, I have allocated Rs. 3
billion. I cannot remember how much I allocated to the
Eastern Province in 2016 and 2017. The former
Provincial Minister, Dr. Sathiyalingam said that no
Minister in this country has ever provided this much of
money to the Northern Province. After all that, you are
asking me to do the latrines and other things also. How
can I do all that?
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That particular hospital is in the Eastern Province.
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I need five more minutes, Sir.
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Hon. Member, please wind up your speech now.
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Hon. Member, please wind up your speech now. Your
time is over.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, what we want is to implement your
ideas. There are the Delft Island, other islands such as
Nainativu, Mandaitivu and other places which are under
the Northern Provincial Council. These are good
proposals. What you propose is to send doctors from the
Jaffna Hospital and other hospitals who are on
punishment to those islands on rotation. If you can get
that approved by the Provincial Council and send that to
me as a proposal, then I will approve and get it
implemented.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, the Management Services Department
has already approved the increased cadre of the Northern
Province and given it to your Provincial Director of
Health Services. Now it is with him.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, at the end of November, the MSD has
approved the increased cadre. That document is with the
Provincial Director of Health Services.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, today is 4™ December. At the end of
November, they have given the revised document to the
Provincial Ministry.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Shortage of nurses in the Northern Province is less
than the other provinces. Even my province is worse than
the North.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

The present cadre is 38,000 and about 31,000 nurses
are available. So, there is a shortage of about 6,000
nurses.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, if the service period is less than four
years, we do not transfer them from the Northern
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Province. When I went to the Northern Province, these
people met me and requested. I said, “ No. If you go the
Northern Province, you have to wait there. The Northern
Province is also a part of this country.”
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, I was there for two days and I have
discussed this matter. The problem is, there are not
enough applicants qualified in the Advanced Level
Science subjects in the Northern Province. That is why
they want the criterion revised. But we cannot revise that
only for one Province. It is a national criterion.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

I have discussed this matter. That is why we have to
send nurses from the South. There are no applicants from
the Northern Province. There will be applicants if we
allow the Arts students to enter the Nursing Service. We
cannot do that.
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(The Hon. S. Shritharan)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, there is a criterion. That is to appoint
midwives, not nurses. All those were discussed. You
were not there in Jaffna.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

All these problems were discussed with all the
officials. Secretary of the Northern Province, the
Minister, your Provincial Director, all the officials were
there.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, that problem is not only in the
Northern Province. If you go to the Monaragala District,
it is the same; there is not many qualified in English, but
what can we do? There is a national criterion. Do you
expect, because of the war, that you would get special
provision to enter universities? It is not there. This applies
also for admission to the Nursing Schools. The criterion
is for the whole country.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)

Hon. Minister, you may speak in English, so that I can
understand.

@G (e00ex1) Grdn etdrdnsy Owm

(oresryLll@ (swouggliu seTHIF) rredls CFerTyder)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, last year we had allocated over Rs.
2,536 million to the Provincial Councils. Out of that, the
highest allocation had been given to the Eastern Province.
We had allocated Rs. 577 million from the Votes of the
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Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine to
the Eastern Province. It was the money received from the
Central Government in addition to what you get from the
Government under the Votes of the Ministry. After that
only comes the Western Province, which got less
allocation than that. We had allocated only Rs. 560
million to the Western Province whereas Rs. 577 million
had been allocated to the Eastern Province. But, we had
allocated this money to the Provincial Councils. As the
Minister, I have no power to allocate money to each and
every hospital.

©0 IR GosTewsy Dvmo

(LomesstL L@ BTdTWPSSI Lsf ChaFeir)
(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)
Yes, I agree with you.

®0 (e0Dexs) Gr8nm @tdxcETs Swmo

(wressryflg (weusglin sevTBHl) rredlg Caesrmyget)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

So, I do not know how the money had been distributed
from the Provincial Councils. At the Provincial Chief
Ministers’ Conference, they refer to the shortages and
problems that are there. Then, we ask for the estimates
and allocate money accordingly. But, after that, we do
not know to which areas the money would be gone. So, it
is up to you to check that and let us know whether the
money has been properly distributed or not. If you do so,
then, we can take action.
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(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)

I agree with you on this matter, Hon. Minister. It is not
your mistake.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

He is saying that they have got allocations only for
two hospitals in the Tamil areas.

OO 083 28O Dwmo

(orsdrLyLfl@ swuevTsd Hralid)

(The Hon. Faizal Cassim)

®® Bester? Em o02wedd. FEEO® emcgued
#q©BOc ecocomys etmdl. TNA o @@(B0c;
ooty 9uimdr. CM o¥mdr. sgis @m0 QaE®
»08 g decide morTosy. 88 05»0edB. & v S »OsIH
Qo Im god yEm@ e0edE.

®0 I GerTwusy Owmo

(oreTyLll@ epTeTWSS L GHeFsiT)

(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)

vy P Glg prpInsslpg. @ews euitssr
ST GHETHEH HUTHEHWL I GMDUT(H 6TETLIHSU|ID HTedT
THmI&ECETaralerCGmeir. Gasemryeu 2 myiiilert Ga&smiesvourest
I|eUT&H6TIn L BB 8185 [H FOLUBSWLTEF Fev ail_whisemerd
S 19&amL1qull(BHSmi.
QuIrMISsL 1960 Y BIEG GuhEl ypib, FHps@l ymib erer
@resst®h) UrCaamiser @) pLiLg) 2 BI&Ehd &S C\Hiluib. 9 Flev
CGuhml yp uemwuTs WESSSHTTed UTHdbsliur L
UlrGgeiom@ib. SjliLig PepswLOWITsLl urglsasiin’ L
UrGsadLlepisiTer LI emausGHsFTenesEer srpuwissliuL_rg
Blewevulled @) maHleiTpest. jesTemouiled BmiIG6T wELPLg S ey

LU 1L &&eTLiL] wreul L SemsLi

MUSSFTENVSETET S IgL COTSTMISE I)qdbsHe) BT LgdF
15 Wlevellwesr epumis  Qumnidluley  9BHS
&g 1D s L OuLef(BLLSTS BTeT BlenestdHleTEmesr. 9\bhs
aflipreys & prepib eubglwbbEHer.

QFeTI T 61T

®C § e300 BTG

(oreiTyLll@ SemevemLEGTRIGL o N6t Oj6uTdsiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)

Caarre Lilrgl ojemivdsi gjeuisGer, wesreflds Geouamr@HLb.
I have only two more minutes.

OO 08 28O Dwmo
(oreisrLyfl@ swusTsL HTHiD)

(The Hon. Faizal Cassim)

Okay. I will reply in my speech.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

©0 BT GosTwsy Dvmo
(LomessTL L@ BTdTWPSSI Lf ChaFeir)
(The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan)
Sir, please give me only one more minute.
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Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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Thank you very much.

Bewd, ©0 CB BwdELB BEH®o.

[e.20. 6.39]

OO CB BweDEAD Dwmo

(LomessTL L0 6VSHS] iU TS 6wT)

(The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana)

GRowmnGie) 90 OFEHROB, yLnsInDe LIEHW®D
§B» OB aBBBHO® Dnews’ WICED ©wWDB WY
B @ Ssvwesl 88dc g cdeod uDedsn 08
800%00 O DBTHIO ¢DEND wEwo &0 BERICO DD
sefedsi® EnBosin  e0mr. B  w  @lR3e
2@sered D Bbvwex, eweds, eudve v oddwo
g@mmsened D Bbswes 8¢ m» mdmemd 2015
D8sed DCWO 1 ey wy IED JBw EO® g Im0® @D
DEBY @® GO BrHDO-

®C § o350 PTG

(oreiTyLll@ SemevemLEGTRIGL o N6t Oj6uiTds)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Order, please! ©® @ddHed? ©O
DOBNBHRO YRowsrw0 1 8emmr as.

Bewdess



2753 2017 @ces@28 04 2754

DGO D0 DO YmeeImT Owm Grewmewsy 9o
Hewsy, ®d; Bowlehs 22020258 §Eoesz300;8) Sas.

gor  UIpg, wreylleg s el GaTCFBT eI BeIT
ySBlrFdTSSlTlsvTny  YBVCey, wretL)llgG  LATBIF  FUTBTWST
YUTBET BEWVDLD 6UBIGH T B6N.

Whereupon THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA left the Chair,
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Guirgenswr

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Chairman, I am very happy to speak on the
Votes of the Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous
Medicine and the Ministry of Housing and Construction.

First of all, I want to thank my Hon. Minister, who is
dedicated, and the staff. I thank the Hon. Minister, for he
never interferes with my work. He has given me freedom
to work and develop the health sector in Sri Lanka.

I also wish to thank our former Secretary, Mr. Anura
Jayawickrama, who gave us a helping hand in a big way
in our work at the Ministry of Health, Nutrition and
Indigenous Medicine, the present Secretary, Mr. Janaka
Sugathadasa, the former Director-General of Health
Services, Dr. Jayasundara Bandara, who left our services
last week, the newly appointed Director-General of
Health Services, Dr. Anil Jasinghe, a very experienced
officer who has been with us, and I hope that he will
carry on with his good work in the future too, the Deputy
Directors-General, the Directors and all other officers. I
have to thank them because they have been helpful to me
in developing the health sector during the past few years.

I also have to thank the Hon. Minister of Housing and
Construction, the Hon. Sajith Premadasa, for having
given 20 to 50 houses for people in Pottuvil.
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He has also given more bank loans to the people in
my district and I have to thank him for that also. Further,
I have to thank Mr. M.R. Jeyachandran, the Director
General of the Buildings Department, and his team for
giving me their fullest support to finish our contracts
through the Ministry.

My Hon. Minister left out some points in making his
speech. This year, we have been spending around Rs. 200
million on the estate sector. In Badulla and Nuwara Eliya
Districts, almost 95 per cent of the work has been
finished. They have promised to finish the balance 5 per
cent of the work before the end of December, this year.
Next year, we have asked the development officers in the
estate sector to go around Kalutara, Galle, Matara and
Matale Districts, do a survey with the help of the
Buildings Department and provide us with information as
to the balance work that needs to be done next year.

We want to develop the estate sector in Sri Lanka,
which has been badly affected, health-wise and to
improve the lives of the people. My Minister has already
instructed to bring another 200 estate hospitals under our
Ministry. He has already requested the Secretary to the
Ministry to prepare a Cabinet Paper in that regard so that
those hospitals will also be brought under us and we can
develop them in the future.

Recently, I asked a French NGO to come and meet
me - the Hon. Mano Ganesan was also with me on that
day - and I told them that we have developed all the
infrastructure and that we only need doctors now. I asked
the NGO, if possible, to pay the retired doctors, whose
services could be obtained to treat those people.
Normally, those areas are covered by doctors, but due to
the shortage of doctors, the service provided is
unsatisfactory. So, we are hoping to take in some more
doctors and if this NGO can help us to get those doctors,
it would be more helpful for the people.

Sir, in the Ampara Hospital, we have already opened
up a paying ward. The Hon. Minister opened it. In the
last Budget, we proposed to build a ward complex with a
pediatric unit. Then, when the Hon. Minister visited
Ampara, he gave a promise to build a cath lab also in the
Ampara Hospital. I must thank the Hon. Minister for that.

About two months back, the Hon. Minister visited my
village, Nintavur, to open an Osu Sala outlet, which is
very helpful to the public. We are planning to open some
more Osu Sala outlets in Tirukovil, Samanthurai,
Kaluwanchikudy, Mahaladitivu, Eravur and Valaichenai
where the hospitals are situated. I am sorry, earlier, I
forgot to thank the Chairman, SPC and his Managing
Director too. We want to open more Osu Sala outlets
with more space.

The Hon. Navavi is here. Hon. Member, to my
knowledge, we have spent more than Rs. 100 million for
the development of the Puttalam Base Hospital and the
Kalpitiya area. We have already done our master plan. As
requested, our Hon. Minister instructed to construct
some buildings which have not been built by the
Provincial Council.

®O @100 508 Dwmn

(omessrLfl@ wpamiol Beuad)

(The Hon. Mohamed Navavi)

Hon. Chairman, as the Hon. Minister promised, we
got 57 nurses today and will get 18 doctors later. Thank
you very much, Hon. Minister.

OGS 08eE MBS Dwmo

(oreisrLyfl@ swusTsL HTHiD)

(The Hon. Faizal Cassim)

Also, we have given about Rs. 41 million only for the
Puttalam Hospital. In addition to that, we have developed
a lot of clinical centres in the Kalpitiya area. So we have
spent more than Rs. 100 million in these areas.
According to the estimates, the Hon. Minister has given
Rs. 530 million for the Eastern Province. But, to my
knowledge, I have been given more than Rs. 331 million.
We have given Rs. 181 million for the Ampara Distirct,
Rs. 80 million for Batticaloa District and Rs. 30 million
for Trincomalee District to develop those areas. We are
going to do more development work this year too. I
thank the Hon. Minister for giving us an Accident and
Emergency Treatment Unit worth of Rs. 1,800 million
for Kalmunai Base Hospital. Tenders have already been
called for and it is going through the TEC process. Very
soon, when the Minister is going to open the A&E
Building at Kalmunai North, we are going to lay
foundation stone for that too.

Then, the Hon. S. Shritharan spoke about
malnutrition. Nuwara Eliya is the badly affected area
with malnutrition which is about 32 per cent. In Kandy,
it is around 26 per cent; in Kegalle, it is 23 per cent and
in Kilinochchi it is 21 per cent. I do not know from
where the Hon. Member got his statistics. Anyway,
according to the statistics, Nuwara Eliya is the badly
affected area with malnutrition. In Nuwara Eliya it is 32
percent whereas in Kilinochchi it is 21 per cent.
Anyway, we are trying our best to develop the areas
which are badly affected by malnutrition. Then,
malnutrition, in Hambantota it is about 25 per cent; in
Monaragala and Matale it is 10 per cent; in —

®3 3988 D®)

(omreoryLll@ sallFTeri 9jeuidss)

(The Hon. Chairman)

Hon. Deputy Minister, your time is over. Please, wind
up now because the Hon. Minister would want ten
minutes for the Reply.

MO 08 28O dwmo

(orsdryLfl@ swusvTsd Hralid)

(The Hon. Faizal Cassim)

Okay. Give me five more minutes. I have little more
to explain and then I will wind up.

®3 398 BHOs

(oreiryfl@ salareni Sjsuidsr)

(The Hon. Chairman)

We can give you about two more minutes.

OO 08esE 28O Dwmo

(orsdryLfl@ swusvTsd Hralid)

(The Hon. Faizal Cassim)

I thank the Hon. Minister once again. When he
visited Nintavur area, I made a request for a regional
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Child and Maternity Hospital. He told me that work can
immediately be commenced, and funds have been
allocated in the Budget for that. Further, we have planned
to merge the Akkaraipattu Base Hospital with Palamunai
Hospital because Akkaraipattu Hospital does not have
enough space. Also, we are planning to establish an eye
hospital and an OMF dental hospital in this area too. |
table* all these documents to be included in the Hansard.

Sir, as regards indigenous medicine sector, an eight-
storeyed ward complex for Borella Ayurvedic Teaching
Hospital with a total cost Rs. 1,113 million will be
completed next year. A traditional Ayurvedic Hospital is
going to be established at a total cost of Rs. 180 million at
Wedagama in Gampaha District with the aim of providing
traditional treatment. Also, steps have been taken to
establish a new Ayurvedic Hospital at Nintavur in
Ampara District at a total cost of Rs. 186 million.

Also a Siddha Medicine Teaching Hospital will be
established in Trincomalee. The estimated cost for that
hospital is Rs. 575 million. A Post Graduate Institute of
Indigenous Medicine will also be established in 2018. Rs.
225 million has already been allocated in 2017 and the
balance of Rs. 40 million is allocated in 2018.

Sir, I can provide a lot of information about what we
have been doing these days for the development of the
health sector. After the Hon. Minister took over this
Ministry, he has dedicatedly been working to develop the
health sector. All of us have been speaking about it
throughout the whole day. You have done a lot of good
things. We thank our Minister for all of his support.
Thank you.

OO BIBBRO

(wresstyfl@ Sallareart oysuriasr)

(The Hon. Chairman)
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H&TSTTLD, CursFensst LHMID &#CHF WMHSSHIU SHFEFT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 118,176,198,000, for Head 111,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 10,812,200,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,812,200,000, for Head 111,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 14,867,350,000
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 14,867,350,000, for Head 111,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 32,536,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 32,536,800,000, for Head 111,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 111, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 220.- DEPARTMENT OF AYURVEDA

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 116,200,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 116,200,000, for Head 220,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 10,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,700,000, for Head 220,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 1,240,250,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 1,240,250,000, for Head 220,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 640,300,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 640,300,000, for Head 220,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 220, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 252,600,000, for Head 123,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 123, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 11,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 11,000,000, for Head 123,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 123, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 155,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 155,000,000, for Head 123,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 123, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 10,106,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 10,106,000,000, for Head 123,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 123, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 309. - DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs. 105,950,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 105,950,000, for Head 309,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 309, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 23,800,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 23,800,000, for Head 309,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 309, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 220,000,00

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 220,000,000, for Head 309,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 309, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 67,700,000

2774

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 67,700,000, for Head 309,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 309, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 310. - GOVERNMENT FACTORY

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 100,950,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 100,950,000, for Head 310,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 310, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 204,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 204,500,000, for Head 310,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 310, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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At 7.27 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.
Committee report Progress; to sit again on Tuesday, 05th
December, 2017.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.28 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, 05th December, 2017 pursuant to the Resolution of
Parliament of 15th November, 2017.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
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