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The Parliament met at 1.00 p.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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RESIGNATION OF HON. M.H.M. SALMAN, MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT
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Whereupon the Secretary-General read the following letter:
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Higher

Education and Highways and Leader of the House of

Parliament)
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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asked the Minister of Education:
Will he inform this House-

(a)

(b)

©

)

(ii)
(ii)

a large number of rural schools have faced
the threat of closure as a result of the efforts
taken to admit students to the popular
schools within the school system in Sri
Lanka;

the number of schools that have less than 50
students; and

the number mentioned in (i) above in
respect of each district separately?

Will he also inform this House -

)

(if)

(iif)

whether he is aware that the Kompitiya
Vidyalaya in Godakawela Zone in
Ambilipitiya Education Zone in the District
of Rathnapura has been closed by now;

the Provincial Education Department or
other relevant institutions have not been
informed of the closure of this school,;

if so, whether he admits that the principal,
the Zonal and Divisional Directors of
Education are responsible for the closure of
the school and distribution of the goods that
belong to the school at their discretion; and
the steps that will be taken in this regard?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the total grants and loans received hitherto
from the Asian Development Bank for the
promotion of renewable energy;

(i) separately, the year in which each such
grant/loan was received and the amount so
received; and

(iti)  whether he is satisfied with the contribution
made by each such loan/ grant for the
promotion of renewable energy?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of students studying in the
Tamil medium schools in Sri Lanka;

(i) the number of teachers teaching at Tamil
medium schools; and

(iii)  the number of vacancies for Tamil medium
teachers presently existing at schools?

(b)  Will he also inform this House -

(i) as to why action is not taken to give a
training to those who have passed the
G.CE. (A/L) Examination in the Tamil
medium and recruit them as Tamil medium
teachers;

(i) whether it has been planned to bring
teachers from foreign countries in order to
fill the vacancies currently existing in Sri
Lanka for Tamil medium teachers; and

(iii)  if so, whether he would admit that such
action causes a great injustice for those who
have completed higher studies in the Tamil
medium?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Monday, 19th February, 2018 and to be printed; and to be referred to
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Buddhasasana for report.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the First time, and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred, under Standing Order No. 47(5), to the
Minister of Education for report.
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The Government has started the process of translating
the Report by the Department of Official Languages, but
at the Party Leaders’ Meeting, it was agreed that in the
absence of the two copies in Sinhala and Tamil, we would
table the Report. As soon as I get those translations from
the Presidential Secretariat, I will table them. I fully agree
with you that you must have both the Sinhala and the
Tamil copies. Those copies will be made available to you
as soon as we receive them.
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We will decide it tomorrow. We do not want to go
into arguments now. - [Interruption.] All the Party
Leaders will be there and we will decide it tomorrow.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 1.56 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 24th January, 2018.
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