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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 17" August,2015)

A

Abeygunawardana, Pahalage Rohitha Piyathissa (Kalutara)
Abeysekara, Sisira Kumara, Walimuni Mendis Priyanjith Hemantha (Puttalam)
Abeysinghe, Ashok (Kurunegala)

Abeywardena, Lakshman Yapa (National List)

Abeywardena, Mahinda Yapa (Matara)

Abeywardana, Wajira (Galle)

Adaikkalanathan, A. (Vanni)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma,Dullas Daham Kumara (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Aluthgamage, Aluthgamage Ananda (Mahanuwara)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda Meethalawe (Mahanuwara)
Aluvihare, Ranjith (Matale)

Aluvihare, Wasantha (Matale)

Amarasena, Indunil Thushara Girana Pathirannehelage (Kurunegala)
Amaratunga, John Anthony Emmanuel (Gampaha)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Amunugama, Sarath (National List)

Appuhamy, Makavita Arachchige Don Hector Hygenus (Puttalam)
Ashoka, Priyantha R.D. (Puttalam)

Atukorale, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

B

Balasuriya, Tharaka Ramanya (Kegalle)

Bandara, Mrs. Kulathunga Dissanayaka Mudiyanselage Chandrani Ofeeliya (Anuradhapura)
Bandara, R.B. Palitha Range (Puttalam)

Bandaranayake, Indika (Kurunegala)

Bandarigoda, Bandula Lal (Galle)

Basnayaka, Basnayaka Mudiyanselage Dilhan Tharanath (Kurunegala)

C

Chandrasena Samarakoon Mudiyanselage, (Anuradhapura)
Chandrasiri, Gajadeera Vidhanearachchige Bans (Matara)
Colonne, Nalaka Prasad (Polonnaruwa)

D

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla) [Resigned on 14" September, 2015]
De Mel, Sirinal (National List)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Haduwameregngna Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)
De Silva, Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, Nileththi Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Zoysa, Thirimadura Ranjith (Ratnapura)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, D.T.W. Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)



(xlIvi)

Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)
Dissanayake, Eranjan Navin (Nuwara Eliya)
Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (Mahanuwara)
Dissanayake, S.B. (National List)

Dissanayake, Salinda (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, Weera Kumar (Anuradhapura)
Dushmantha, Hewa Ralalage Sarathi (Kegalle)

Ekanayake, T.B. (Kurunegala)

Faizal, Mohomed Cassim Mohomed (Digamadulla)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Harin (Badulla)

Fernando, Johnston Xavier (Kurunegala)

Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpatchuwa Sudarshini (Gampaha)

Fonseka, Gardihewa Sarath Chandralal Fonseka (National List) [From 08th February, 2016]
Fowzie, A. H. M. (National List)

Galappaththi Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Gamage, Daya (Digamadulla)

Gamage, Don Chandima (Anuradhapura)

Gamage, Mrs. Anoma (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, M. (Colombo)

Gankanda, Dunesh (Ratnapura)

Grero, Kondagamage Mohan Lal (Colombo)

Gunasekara, Edward Dehiwala Liyanage (Gampaha)

Gunasekera, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Padma Udaya Shantha (Monaragala)
Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardana, M.K.A.D.S. (National List) [Died : 19th January, 2016]
Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasinghe (Colombo)

H

Hafees, Abdul Rauf Abdul (National List) [Resigned on 19th January, 2016]
Hakeem, A. Ibathul Rauff (Mahanuwara)

Handunnetti, Sunil (National List)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Harrison, Pelisge (Anuradhapura)

Hashim, Abdul Haleem Mohamad (Mahanuwara)

Hashim, Mohomed Kabir Mohamed (Kegalle)

Herath, H.M. Vijitha (Gampaha)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Hizbullah, Muhammad Lebbe, Alim Muhammad (National List)

Indika, Anuruddha Herath Hitihami Appuhamilage Don (Gampaha)
Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)
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Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayarathne, Anura Sydney (Polonnaruwa)

Jayarathne, Anuradha Lanka Pradeep (Mahanuwara)
Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Premalal (Ratnapura)

Jayasena, Mrs. Sumedha G. (Monaragala)

Jayasuriya, Karu (National List)

Jayathilake, Malith (National List)

Jayathissa, Appuhamilage Nalinda (Kalutara)

Jayawardana, Herath Mudiyanselage Lucky Dissanayake (Mahanuwara)
Jayawardana, Senadheerage Don Kawinda Heshan (Gampaha)
Jayawickrama, Gamini (Kurunegala)

K
Kariyawasam, Akila Viraj (Kurunegala)
Karunanayake, Ravindra Sandresh (Colombo)
Karunatileka, Gayantha (Galle)
Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara, (Mahanuwara)
Kodeeswaran, Kaveendiran (Digamadulla)
Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)
Kumar, M. Velu (Mahanuwara)
Kumarasingha, Mrs. Geetha Samanmalee (Galle) [Nomination void according to Supreme Court decision of 2nd November, 2017]
Kumarasiri, Jayasundara Mudiyanselage Ananda (Monaragala)

L

Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)

M

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Ranjith (Monaragala)
Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Maheswaran, Mrs.Vijayakala (Jaffna)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha)

Mansoor, Ibrahim Muhammad Muhammad (Digamadulla)

Marapana, Tilak Janaka (National List)

Marasinghe, Chandrajith Ashubodha (National List)

Marikkar, Saidulla Musthajab (Colombo)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunne, Sarath Chandrasiri (National List) [Resigned on 04th September, 2015]
Mohammadu, Abdullah Mahroof Mohammadu (Trincomalee)
Musthapha, Faiszer (National List)

Muthu, Sivalingam (Nuwara Eliya)

Muthuhettigamage, Nishantha (Galle)

Mutukumarana, Sarath Chandrasiri (Anuradhapura)

Mylvaganam, Thilakarajah (Nuwara Eliya)

N
Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Naleen Manusha (Galle)
Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)
Navavi, Mohamed Haneefa Mohamed (National List)
Navinna, R.M.S.B. (Kurunegala)
Nazeer, Ahamadulebbe Mohamadu (National List)[From 06th February, 2018]
Nirmalanathan, Irudayanathan Charles (Vanni)
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P

Palany, Thigambaram (Nuwara Eliya)

Paranawithanage, Karunarathna (Ratnapura)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)
Pathirana, Ramesh Chandima Benthota (Galle)

Perera, Achchige Don Vithana Lakshaman Wasantha (Matale)
Perera, Ajith Pathmakantha (Kalutara)

Perera, Dilan (National List)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Kurugamage Sanath Nishantha (Puttalam)

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Erdly Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyadasa, Kalandugoda Kankanamge (Nuwara Eliya)
Premachandra, Mrs. Hirunika Eranjalee (Colombo)
Premadasa, Ambathanna Dewayalage (Kegalle)

Premadasa, Sajith (Hambantota)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathna, Suddachcharige (Matara)

Punchinilame, Susantha Galagamuwa (Trincomalee)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)
Rahuman, Mohamed Mujibur (Colombo)
Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Chamal Jayantha (Hambantota)
Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (National List)

Ramanayake, Sadda Widda A.A. Ranjan (Gampaha)
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranathunga, Arjuna (Gampaha)

Ranathunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)
Ranaweera, Bulathwelage Prasanna (Gampaha)
Rathana Thero, Ven. Athuraliye (National List)
Rathnayake, Weerakoon Bimal Niroshan (National List) [From 14th September, 2015]
Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Ratnayaka, Sagala Gajendra (Matara)

Ratwaththe, Lohan Evindra (Mahanuwara)

Rishad, Abdul (Vanni)

S

Salman, Mohomed Hafeel Mohomed (National List) [Resigned on 18th January, 2018]
Samarasinghe, Mahinda (National List)

Samarasinghe, Sandith (Kegalle)

Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samaraweera, Mangala (Matara)

Samaraweera, Ravindra (Badulla)

Samarawickrama, Malik (National List)

Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Saravanapavan, Easvarapatham (Jaffna)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senanayake, Vasantha Naresh Parakkrama (Polonnaruwa)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Rajitha Harischandra (Kalutara)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Chathura Sandeepa (Gampaha)
Senasinghe, Arjuna Sujeewa (Colombo)

Senathirajah, Mavai Somasuntharam (Jaffna)



(xlix)

Senewirathne, Lakshman Pinthu Jayathilake (Badulla) [From 16th September, 2015]
Senewiratne, John (Ratnapura)

Seyed, Ali Zahir Moulana (Batticaloa)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sihabdeen, Ameer Ali Seyed Mohammad (Batticaloa)
Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaffna)

Sivamohan, Sivaprakasam (Vanni)

Sivasakthi, Annamalai Nadesu (Vanni)
Siyambalapitiya, Basnayaka Ralalage Ranjith (Kegalle)
Srineshan, Gnanamuthu (Batticaloa)

Sriskandarasa, Mrs. Shanthi (National List)
Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)
Sumathipala, Thilanga (National List)

Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)

Swaminathan, D. M. (National List)

Tennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)

Thewarapperuma, Palitha Kumara (Kalutara)

Thondaman, Arumugan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Mohammadu Shariff (National List) [From 22nd January, 2016]
Thurairetnasingam, Kathiragamaththamby (National List)

Vv
Vidanagamage, Thenuka Amith (Badulla)
Vijitha, Berugoda Arachchige (Monaragala)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

W

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithra Devi (Ratnapura)
Warnakulasooriya, Antony Nimal Lanza (Gampaha)
Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkodi, Chandima (Galle)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (Colombo)

Wickramaratne, Jayampathi (National List)

Wickremesinghe, Ranil (Colombo)

Wijayawardene, Dinendra Ruwan (Gampaha)

Wijemanna, Mrs. Thusitha (Kegalle)

Wijemanne, Lakshman Ananda (Kalutara)

Wijepala, Bopagoda Hettiarachchige (Galle)

Wijerathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiye Gedara Rohini Kumari (Matale)
Wijesekera, Arachchige Ganepola Duleep Pandula Perera (Gampaha)
Wijesekera, Kanchana Vodatha (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijethunga, A. A. (Ratnapura)

Wijewickrama, Mrs. Radampala Gamage Sriyani (Digamadulla)
Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Wijaya (Ratnapura)

Y

Yapa,Appuhamillage, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yoheswaran, Seeniththamby (Batticaloa)

Zoysa, Wijith Wijayamuni (National List)






(1)
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

PRESIDENT
HIS EXCELLENCY MAITHRIPALA SIRISENA

CABINET

Prime Minister, Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs and Minister of Law and Order— The Hon.
Ranil Wickremesinghe

Minister of Tourism Development and Christian Religious Affairs — The Hon. John Amaratunga

Minister of Buddhasasana — The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera

Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation — The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva

Minister of Social Empowerment, Welfare and Kandyan Heritage— The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake

Minister of Finance and Mass Media — The Hon. Mangala Samaraweera

Minister of Labour, Trade Union Relations and Sabaragamu Development— The Hon. W.D.J. Senewiratne

Minister of Special Assignment - The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama

Minister of City Planning and Water Supply — The Hon. Rauff Hakeem

Minister of Public Enterprise and Kandy Development and the Leader of the House of Parliament — The Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella

Minister of Disaster Management — The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa

Minister of Science, Technology and Research — The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha

Minister of Development Assignments and Minister of Foreign Affairs - The Hon.Tilak Marapana

Minister of Ports and Shipping — The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe

Minister of Home Affairs — The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana

Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine — The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne

Minister of Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural Affairs — The Hon. S.B. Nawinne

Minister of Industry and Commerce — The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen

Minister of Megapolis and Western Development — The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka

Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development — The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera

Minister of Plantation Industries — The Hon. Navin Dissanayake

Minister of Power and Renewable Energy — The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya

Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake

Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources Management — The Hon. Wijith Wijayamuni Zoysa

Minister of Rural Economic Affairs — The Hon. P. Harrison

Minister of Higher Education and Highways — The Hon. Kabir Hashim

Minister of Public Administration and Management — The Hon. R. M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara

Minister of Housing and Construction — The Hon. Sajith Premadasa

Minister of Petroleum Resources Development — The Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga

Minister of Hill Country New Villages, Infrastructure and Community Development — The Hon. Palany Thigambaram

Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms and the Chief Government Whip — The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka

Minister of Women and Child Affairs — The Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara

Minister of Justice — The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale

Minister of Education — The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam

Minister of Prison Reforms, Rehabilitation, Resettlement and Hindu Religious Affairs — The Hon. D.M. Swaminathan

Minister of Post, Postal Services and Muslim Religious Affairs — The Hon. Abdul Haleem

Minister of Skills Development and Vocational Training— The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody

Minister of Youth Affairs and Southern Development — The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka

Minister of National Co-existence, Dialogue and Official Languages — The Hon. Mano Ganesan

Minister of Sports — The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara

Minister of Telecommunication and Digital Infrastructure and Foreign Employment— The Hon. Harin Fernando

Minister of Primary Industries — The Hon. Daya Gamage

Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha

Minister of Sustainable Development and Wildlife—The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera

Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade — The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama

Minister of Regional Development - Field Marshal Hon.Sarath Fonseka

[The President has assigned to himself all subjects and functions and Departments and Statutory Institutions not

assigned specifically to any Minister.]
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STATE MINISTERS

State Minister of Mahaweli Development - The Hon.Mahinda Amaraweera

State Minister of National Integration and Reconciliation — The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie

State Minister of Youth Affairs and Southern Development—The Hon. Piyasena Gamage

State Minister of Highways — The Hon. Dilan Perera

State Minister of Science, Technology and Research - The Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne

State Minister of Lands — The Hon. T.B. Ekanayake

State Minister of Public Enterprise Development — The Hon. Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena
State Minister of Education — The Hon. V.S. Radhakrishnan

State Minister of Irrigation — The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara

State Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development — The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi
State Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs — The Hon. Niroshan Perera

State Minister of Defence — The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene

State Minister of Rehabilitation and Resettlement — The Hon. M.L.A.M. Hisbullah

State Minister of Higher Education — The Hon. Mohan Lal Grero

State Minister of Industry and Commerce Affairs — The Hon. A.D. Champika Premadasa

State Minister of Child Affairs — The Hon. (Mrs.) Vijayakala Maheswaran

State Minister of International Trade — The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe

State Minister of Foreign Affairs — The Hon. Vasantha Senanayake

State Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare

State Minister of City Planning and Water Supply — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle
State Minister of Finance - The Hon.Eran Wickramaratne

State Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government—The Hon.(Mrs.)Sriyani Wijewickrama
State Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs—The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva
State Minister of Power and Renewable Energy — The Hon. Ajith P. Perera

DEPUTY MINISTERS

Deputy Minister of Sustainable Development and Wildlife — The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena

Deputy Minister of Public Administration and Management — The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame

Deputy Minister of Rural Economic Affairs — The Hon. Ameer Ali Sihabdeen

Deputy Minister of Finance and Mass Media - The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna

Deputy Minister of Housing and Construction — The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake

Deputy Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine — The Hon. Faizal Cassim

Deputy Minister of Plantation Industries — The Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera

Deputy Minister of Ports and Shipping Affairs — The Hon. Nishantha Muthuhettigamage

Deputy Minister of Disaster Management — The Hon. Dunesh Gankanda

Deputy Minister of Petroleum Resources Development — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage

Deputy Minister of Social Empowerment, Welfare and Kandyan Heritage — The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake
Deputy Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation — The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe

Deputy Minister of Telecommunication and Digital Infrastructure — The Hon.Tharanath Bashayaka
Deputy Minister of Sports — The Hon. H. M. M. Harees

Deputy Minister of Skills Development and Vocational Training — The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana
Deputy Minister of Mahaweli Development and Environment — The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne

Deputy Minister of Justice and Deputy Minister of Buddhasasana — The Hon. H.R. Sarathi Dushmantha
Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs, Wayamba Development and Cultural Affairs - The Hon.Palitha Thewarapperuma
Deputy Minister of Foreign Employment - The Hon.Manusha Nanayakkara

Deputy Minister of Home Affairs—The Hon. J.C.Alawathuwala
Deputy Minister of Primary Industries—The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam
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CHAIRMAN’S PANEL

The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Edward Gunasekara, The Hon. J.M. Ananda
Kumarasiri, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The
Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon. Mujibur Rahuman.

COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT
Committee of Selection

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. John Amaratunga, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon.
Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen,
The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake, The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon.
Gayantha Karunatileka, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Douglas
Devananda, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe,
The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa.

House Committee

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon.Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon.Palany Thigambaram, The Hon.
(Mrs.)Sriyani Wijewickrama, The Hon.Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Ranjith
Aluvihare, The Hon. K.K.Piyadasa, The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon.Imran Maharoof.

Committee on Standing Orders

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon Thilanga Sumathipala, The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan,The Hon.
Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri,
The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne.

Committee on Parliamentary Business

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon Thilanga Sumathipala, The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, The Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, The Hon. Anura
Dissanayake, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem,
The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne, The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen, The Hon.
Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena,
The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. (Dr.)
Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Committee on Public Accounts

The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna (Chairman), The Hon.S.B.Dissanayake, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The
Hon. P. Harrison, The Hon.Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara, The Hon. Niroshan Perera, The
Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon.Bandula Gunawardana, The Hon. Vijitha
Herath, The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, The Hon.Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon.Bimal Rathnayake, The
Hon.Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana , The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon.Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon.
S. Shritharan, The Hon.Chandima Gamage, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The Hon.(Dr.) Kavinda Heshan
Jayawardana, The Hon. I.Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon.(Mrs.) Hirunika Premachandra, The Hon.Bandula Lal
Bandarigoda, The Hon.Prasanna Ranatunga, The Hon. S. Viyalanderan.

Committee on Public Enterprises

The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti (Chairman), The Hon.Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon.
Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon.Ravindra Samaraweera, The Hon. Lakshman Senewiratne, The Hon.Sujeewa
Senasinghe, The Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare, The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon.
Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake, The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon. Anura
Dissanayake,, The Hon. Chandrasiri Gajadeera, The Hon.Mahindananda Aluthgamage,The Hon. Bimal
Rathnayake, The Hon. Weerakumara Dissanayake, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon.Abdullah Mahroof,
The Hon. S.Shritharan, The Hon. M.A.Sumanthiran, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. (Dr.)Nalinda
Jayathissa, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan.
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Committee on Privileges

The Hon. Tilak Marapana (Chairman), The Hon. A.D. Susil Premajayantha, , The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma
Bandara, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon.
Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Anura Dissanayake, The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. E. Saravanapavan.

Committee on Public Petitions

The Hon.Sujeewa Senasinghe (Chairman), The Hon.Wajira Abeywardana, The Hon.Susantha Punchinilame, The
Hon.Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Salinda Dissanayake, The Hon.Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena, The Hon.Nihal
Galappaththi, The Hon.Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon.Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon.Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The
Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam, The Hon.(Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, The
Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka, The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.
Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon. Chaminda
Wijesiri, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa, The Hon. S.Sivamohan.

Committee on High Posts

The Hon.Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. John Amaratunga, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon.
(Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The
Hon. Eran Wickramaratne,The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon.
Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Dharmalingam
Sithadthan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

Committee on Public Finance

The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran (Chairman), The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The
Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Bandula Gunawardane, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, The
Hon.Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon.
Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana,
The Hon. E. Saravanapavan, The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.
Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Mohamed Navavi, The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.)
Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi.

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development

The Hon. J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri (Chairman), The Hon.Lakshman Senewirathne, The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe,The
Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana, The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The Hon. Arundika Fernando, The Hon. Bandula
Gunawardane, The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon. Edward Gunasekara,
The Hon. K.K. Piyadasa, The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam, The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon. E.
Saravanapavan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. Mohamed Navavi, The
Hon. S.M. Marikkar, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on International Relations

The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare (Chairman), The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake, The Hon. Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon.
Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. Tharanath Basnayaka, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne,
The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon.S.M.Chanrasena, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Annamalai
Nadesu Sivasakthi, The Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Nalaka
Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Malith Jayathilake, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon. Mayantha
Yaswanth Dissanayake, The Hon.S.M.Marikkar, The Hon.Prasanna Ranatunga, The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Sustainable Development and Environment and Natural Resources

The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi (Chairman), The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Lakshman Wasantha
Perera, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena, The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The
Hon. Duleep Wijesekera , The Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff, The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The Hon. Hector
Appuhamy, The Hon. Sisira Kumara Abeysekara, The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon. Kaveendiran
Kodeeswaran, The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila, The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan,The Hon. Chaminda
Wijesiri, The Hon. Sandith Samarasinghe.
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Sectoral Oversight Committee on Women and Gender

The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon.
Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena, The Hon.
(Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake, The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The
Hon.Siripala Gamlath, The Hon. Vadivel Suresh, The Hon. Edward Gunasekara, The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir
Moulana , The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam, The Hon.Rosahn Ranasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hirunika
Premachandra, The Hon., Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The Hon.Prasanna Ranaweera, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini
Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education and Human Resources Development.

The Hon. Vadivel Suresh (Chairman),The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. Nihal
Galappaththi, The Hon. Sirinal de Mel, The Hon. K.Thurairetnasingam, The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran,
The Hon. S. Shritharan, The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon.Sirira Jayakody, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The
Hon. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. Muhammad lIbrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu
Marasinghe, The Hon.Mujibar Rahuman, The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari
Wijerathna, The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan, The Hon. Chathura Sandeepa Senaratne, The Hon. Wijepala
Hettiarachchi.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security

The Hon.Malith Jayathilake (Chairman), The Hon.Palitha Thewarapperuma, The Hon.Chamal Rajapaksa, The
Hon.Douglas Devananda,The Hon.Vijitha Herath.The Hon.Chandrasiri Gajadeera, The Hon.M.S. Thowfeek,The
Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan,The Hon.A. A. Wijethunga, The Hon.Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon.(Dr.) Ramesh
Pathirana, The Hon.M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon.Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon.Chandima Gamage, The Hon.(Dr.)
Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon.Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon.Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The
Hon.Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon.(Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon.S. Viyalanderan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health and Human Welfare, Social Empowerment

The Hon.Lucky Jayawardana (Chairman), The Hon.(Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena, The Hon.Anuradha Jayaratne, The
Hon.J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.H.L. Premalal Jayasekara, The Hon.Duleep Wijesekera, The Hon.Ranjith
Aluvihare, The Hon.Sirinal de Mel, The Hon. A.A. Wijethunga, The Hon.(Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, The
Hon.Vijitha Berugoda. The Hon. E. Saravanapavan, The Hon.Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon.(Dr.) Nalinda
Jayathissa, The Hon.Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.l. Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon.Imran Maharoof,
The Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The Hon.(Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon.(Dr.) S. Sivamohan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Transport and Communication

The Hon.Chamal Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon.Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon.Tharanath Basnayaka, The
Hon.Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon.Edward Gunasekara, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon.J.C.
Alawathuwala, The Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon.Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The Hon.Lakshman
Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon.Kanaka Herath, ,The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha, The Hon.A. Aravindh Kumar,
The Hon.Ananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.(Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The Hon.l. Charles Nirmalanathan, The
Hon.Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The Hon.Gnanamuthu Srineshan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Agriculture and Lands

The Hon.Vijitha Herath (Chairman), The Hon.Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon.Faizal Cassim, The Hon.Duleep
Wijesekera, The Hon.Nishantha Muthuhettigamage, The Hon.Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon.Ashok Abeysinghe,
The Hon.Johnston Fernando, The Hon.J.M. Ananda Kumarasiri, The Hon.J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.
Sivasakthi Ananthan, The Hon.(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon.Janaka Wakkumbura, The Hon.S.
Shritharan, The Hon.Ananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.Ashoka Priyantha, The Hon.Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran, The
Hon.Mohamed Navavi, The Hon.K. Kader Masthan, The Hon.Heshan Withanage.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs (anti-corruption) and Media

The Hon.Ajith Mannapperuma (Chairman), The Hon.Ajith P. Perera, The Hon.Ranjan Ramanayake, The Hon.Nimal
Lanza, The Hon.Palitha Thewarapperuma, The Hon.Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Dullas Alahapperuma, The
Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon.Dilum Amunugama, The Hon.Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, The
Hon.M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon.Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The
Hon.Angajan Ramanathan, The Hon.(Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne, The Hon.Heshan Withanage, The Hon.S.
Viyalanderan, The Hon.Gnanamuthu Srineshan, The Hon.Wijepala Hettiarachchi.
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Sectoral Oversight Committee on Youth, Sports, Arts and Heritage

The Hon.C.B. Rathnayake (Chairman), The Hon.Lakshman Senewiratne, The Hon.Ameer Ali Shihabdeen, The Hon.
Indika Bandaranayake, The Hon.Nishantha Muthuhettigamage, The Hon.Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon.K.K.
Piyadasa, The Hon.A. A. Wijethunga, The Hon.(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon.T. Ranjith De Zoysa,
The Hon.Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon.Lohan Ratwatte, The Hon.A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon.Ashoka
Priyantha, The Hon.( Mrs.) Hirunika Premachandra, The Hon.S. M. Marikkar, The Hon.Mujibur Rahuman, The
Hon.Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon.S. Viyalanderan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Business and Commerce

The Hon.Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana (Chairman), The Hon.(Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama, The Hon. Lakshman
Wasantha Perera, The Hon.Nishantha Muthuhettigamage, The Hon.H.M.M. Harees, The Hon.H.R. Sarathie
Dushmantha, The Hon.Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon.S.C. Mutukumarana, The Hon.Arundika Fernando, The
Hon.K.K. Piyadasa, The Hon.Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon.Ananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.Ashoka
Priyantha, The Hon.Nalaka Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The
Hon.Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon.Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon.Heshan Withanage, The Hon.Indika Anuruddha
Herath.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Energy

The Hon.Chandima Gamage (Chairman), The Hon.Lakshman Senewiratne, The Hon.Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon.
(Dr.) Harsha De Silva, The Hon.H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha, The Hon.Salinda Dissanayake, The Hon.Bandula
Gunawardane, The Hon.Keheliya Rambukwella, The Hon. Kumara Welgama, The Hon.Rohitha
Abeygunawardena, The Hon.Weerakumara Dissanayake, The Hon.M.S. Thowfeek, The Hon.Nimal Lanza, The
Hon.(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon.Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha , The
Hon.Nalaka Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Imran Maharoof, The Hon.(Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon.(Dr.) S.
Sivamohan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Manufacturing and Services

The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha (Chairman), The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon.Faizal Cassim, The
Hon.Lakshman Wasantha Perera, The Hon.Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon.(Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The
Hon.H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha, The Hon.Piyankara Jayaratne, The Hon.Abdullah Mahrooff, The Hon. Sirinal de
Mel, The Hon.Jayantha Samaraweera, The Hon.R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera, The Hon.Thushara
Indunil Amarasena, The Hon.Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran,The Hon.Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon.S.
Premarathna, The Hon.Tharaka Balasuriya, The Hon.Sandith Samarasinghe, The Hon.(Dr.) S. Sivamohan, The
Hon.Chathura Sandeepa Senaratne.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Internal Administration and Public Management
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial

Councils and Local Government)

Mr. Speaker, I present the Report of the Delimitation
Committee submitted to the Minister by the said
Committee in terms of the Section 3A.(11) of the
Provincial Councils Elections Act, No. 2 of 1988 as
amended by the Act, No.17 of 2017.

I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Internal Administration and
Public Management.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. P. Harrison - Minister of Rural Economic Affairs)
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(The Hon.Wasantha Aluvihare - State Minister of
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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(The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella - Minister of Public
Enterprise and Kandy Development and Leader of the House
of Parliament)

Sir, shall we proceed without Questions?
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(The Hon. Speaker)

You decide.

Hon. Leader of the House, why do you not propose
that?
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

gds OSm gwes, we will put off the Business
scheduled for today for tomorrow and proceed with the
Adjournment Debate on the current situation in the
country.
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Is it all right, Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena?
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(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Yes, we are agreeable to take up the Debate after the
Questions and the Items, if there are any.
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Today's Business will be taken up tomorrow.
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Business of the Day can be postponed. We will take
up the Adjournment Debate on the current situation in the
country.

OO AIBNWBDHD O
(omessTLll@ FUTHTWST S)euidseir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

5800 Omee?

G)d‘( @m’@@dl
(oressryfl@ 2 mytilerigseir)
(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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We will have to allow those also.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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Question ordered to stand down.
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ALLOCATION OF FUNDS
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(=) @)esrCmev, sy6r?

asked the Minister of Agriculture:
(a) Will he inform this House -

@

in terms of the Proposal No. 173 of Budget
2016, whether he submits a list of small tanks
and canals renovated in year 2016 with the view
to assist the rural agriculture and, of the costs
incurred in that regard out of the amount of Rs.
2000 million allocated in year 2016 in order to
renovate small tanks and canals;
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(ii)
(iii)

(iv)

)

(b)

if not, why;

the Ministry responsible for renovating small
tanks and canals and of the amount of money
disbursed by the General Treasury for aforesaid

Ministry in year 2016;

the institutions and the organizations that
contributed at different levels in monitoring this
massive Project that is of the value of Rs. 2000
million; and

the total amount of money spent on the
monitoring activities of the Project?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the number of schools with GCE (Advanced
Level) Biology and Mathematics streams; and

(i) separately, in respect of each subject, the
required number of teachers, available number
of teachers and the teacher vacancies?

(b)  Will he also inform this House the reasons led for the
shortage of teachers in GCE (Advanced Level) science
stream?

(¢)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Home Affairs:
(@  Willhe inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that farms were started in
the Mullativu District under the Programme
"Haritha Yugayak Kara" (Towards A Green
Era) implemented by the organization named
"Seva Lanka";

(i) if'so, where each such farm is located, separately
in respect of each Divisional Secretary's
Division;

(i) what amount of money was incurred by this
Programme;

(iv)  whether he is aware that the farms are no longer
put to use; and

(v)  whether he will take action to hand over these
farms to registered organizations in the area?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Megapolis and Western

Development:

(@)

(b)

©

Will he inform this House-

(M)

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

the development programmes intended for
Seethawaka Divisional Secretary's Division
starting from year 2017 to next 3 years,
under the Megapolis plan which is
implemented by the Ministry of Megapolis
and Western Development;

the programmes, if any, has already been
started;

the exact dates from which the scheduled
programmes will be commenced;

whether state and private investments are
made in this regard; and

if so, separately of aforesaid investments?

Will he also inform this House-

)

(ii)

(i)

the allocations made for the scheduled
programmes or for the programmes that have
already been started;

the amount of money that has already
been spent;

whether loans will be obtained in this
regard;

(iv) if so, the institutions from which the loans
will be obtained and the amounts; and

(v) if not, the amount of money allocated by
the Government?

Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Development Strategies and

International Trade:

(a)  Willhe inform this House-

(i) the names of the members of the Board of
Directors of the Mahapola (Higher Education)
Trust Fund;

(i) their appointing authority;
(iii)  separately, the monies received by this Fund

from the year 2010 to year 2017 and the
funding sources year basis;
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(iv)  separately, the recurrent expenditure of the
Mahapola (Higher Education) Trust Fund in

respect of each year from the year 2010 to year
2017; and

(v) the payments made by the Mahapola (Higher
Education) Trust Fund for granting scholarships
and non-recurrent purposes separately in respect

of each year and purpose from the year 2005 to
year 20177

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Disaster Management:-

(a)  Will he inform this House that due to floods and
landslides that occurred from26 May to 05 June 2017-
(i) the amount of compensation given to a deceased

person;

(i)  separately, the amount of compensation paid to
fully or partially damaged houses;
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(i) the amount of compensation paid to
householders who lost all their properties owing
to the houses being fully submerged by
floodwaters; and

(iv) the time to be taken for the payment of
compensations?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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The Hon. Minister of Education will reply tomorrow.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

With your permission, Hon. Speaker, under Standing
Order 23(2), I wish to raise this issue before this House.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
Minister of Justice; to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 20th
March, 2018 and to be printed; and to be referred to the relevant
Sectoral Oversight Committee.
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(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the
Opposition)
Thank you, Hon. Speaker. I will second the Motion
moved by the Chief Opposition Whip and may I have
your indulgence to say a few words.

ITeuGrrswid  FoubseT - eTSliEsLd

There have been two incidents, Sir, that have occurred
recently: one in Ampara a few days ago and the other
one, more recently, in Kandy. The incident in Ampara
occurred consequent to a suspicion pertaining to some
activities in an eating house. If what is being said had
happened in that eating house, I think, that is a matter
which needs to be investigated and appropriate action
taken against the persons responsible. But, instead of
such action being taken according to the law, violence has
been unleashed against a particular community - eating
houses have been destroyed, a mosque has been damaged
and other business establishments have been damaged. A
large crowd engaged in these activities. They went to the
scene of these activities using a large number of
motorcycles and a bus and engaged in such violence. It
appears that the police station is not very far away, but
these people seem to have been able to engage in all these
activities and get away from the scene without their
activities being stopped in anyway by the law
enforcement authorities.

A few days later, consequent to an accident where a
youth had been injured, some other youth of the same
community as the injured youth had set upon the driver of
the vehicle responsible for the accident and apparently
severely assaulted him. The youth so assaulted
succumbed to his injuries in hospital. Consequent to the
death of the youth, who happened to be from the majority
community, a large number of shops, four mosques, a
large number of houses and members of a particular
community have been attacked. The properties concerned
- the shops, the mosques, the large number of houses -
have been very severely damaged and members of a
particular community have been physically attacked. [ am
informed that one person was killed as a result of being
caught up within a fire that emanated from a burning
house.

Such incidents, Sir, have occurred in the past too. But,
for some time now, particularly after the change in
Government, we did not hear of such incidents and I want
to say that the occurrence of such incidents is clearly
unacceptable.

It is indicative of a sense of impunity. People seem to
have the confidence that they can engage in such acts and
think the arm of the law would not reach them and that
the rule of law would not be enforced against them. It is
not sufficient for some action to be taken after the
incident is over. The role of the law enforcement
authorities is called into serious question.
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I want to pose the question, Sir, as to whether we have
reached a stage when people think that the law
enforcement authorities can be taken for granted and that
the law enforcement authorities are not a deterrent to
whatever activities they are engaged in? Non-observance
of the rule of law can only result in chaos in governance. I
do not wish to exacerbate the situation by making any
remark that may not be moderate, but I do want to pose
the question as to whether such incidents happening
intermittently and frequently are indicative of a purely
law and order situation or is there a deeper dimension to
it? To what extent is the role of the State responsible from
the point of view of the deeper dimension? Are all
citizens in this country treated as equals? Do all of them
have justice on the basis of equality under the present
structure of the State? Does the structure of governance in
this country, as the State is presently constituted, not have
an impact on the behaviour of different citizens belonging
to different communities?

Do the people of a particular community have the
feeling that they are superior and others are inferior; the
other persons are second-class citizens while they are
superior citizens. What is this attributable to? Is it not
attributable to the nature of the State, the structure of
governance in this country? What is the point in your
having four or five Ministers of a particular community in
your Government when those people whom the Ministers
represent are not safe in this country? What is the point in
positions of power and influence being given to persons
of different communities if they cannot achieve for their
people, what their people deserve? If that is not
achievable under the present State structure, under the
present system of governance, there must be alterations
and amendments and advancement of that system of
governance to enable all the people in this country to feel
that they are equal without any one community feeling
that they are superior to the others.

It is my submission, Sir, that such incidents are not
purely a law and order situation. There is a much deeper
dimension. Some people feel that they are superior and
that the others must submit themselves to such
superiority. This must be eradicated. I think that is the
prime cause of the trouble.

It is, I think, Sir, the duty of the State to ensure that
the system of governance in this country is altered in such
a way as to ensure that all the people of this country feel
equal. Such incidents, Sir, have an impact on the county
as a whole. Our country is facing numerous difficulties on
the human rights front, violations of human rights laws,
violations of international humanitarian laws, on the
question of the ascertainment of the truth, on the
dispensation of justice and on the question of
accountability. Our country is facing numerous
difficulties in the international arena. We are called upon
to answer many questions. Our economy is in a perilous
state. The country must come out of all these. The
country must be redeemed from all these.

We have brought this situation upon ourselves by not
doing what we needed to do at the right time. If what had
to be done was done at the right time, this country would

not have come to this situation. This country would have
been a very advanced, developed country like Singapore
or Thailand. Other countries are moving forward. We
are moving backwards. That is what is happening in this
country. This situation must change and I think, Sir, one
of the primary changes that we need is that there must be
a change in the structure of governance. That is
fundamental. So that Sir, I would respectfully urge that
while the law enforcement authorities do pull up their
socks and ensure that all citizens of this country are
treated equally, we also need to address the most
fundamental issue of the structure of the governance in
this country being altered in such a way that you serve
the needs of the people in the way that people desire, not
merely by conferring positions or power on a few
individuals.

Thank you, Sir.
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O 0Bl Pedmoeso Bwmo (sEa ©w W BEIS BIEH
2@ ®0)

(wrewyll@ ewUFT PSVSUT - LOTHTET FeHLSZET LOHMILD

2 _6iTeshITL_& S|eMLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial

Councils and Local Government)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, it is very
unfortunate that this incident is used by certain quarters
for their political benefit. As you know, Hon.
Sumanthiran, there is a law in this country. One should
not look at the law from a communal or racial
perspective. I think any Muslim, any Sinhalese or any
Tamil expects the law and order is to be carried out
equally; but unfortunately in certain instances we see a
breakdown of law. When there is violence, when there is
tension, when there is arson, it is unfortunate that
continuously the police have sometimes failed in carrying
out their duties. Therefore, even though I am a member of
the Cabinet, I urge the Government to take more
meaningful steps in preventing such occurrences. It has
happened in the past, it is happening now and it will
happen in the future, but if we all work towards the Sri
Lankan identity, whatever the ethnicity - a Muslim or a
Sinhala or a Tamil - we should accept that what is wrong
is wrong and what is right is right.

Sir, we have subscribed to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights. As you know, if you incite
racial hatred, it is a non-bailable offence and you can get
a conviction in the High Court for a period of ten years.
But no government has had the political will to charge in
terms of this Covenant or the Statute. Therefore, people
have taken the law into their own hands at numerous
occasions. I grieve with the families who have lost lives.

®6; Bewds 02 swinBn®s

(wrewyll@ Gudsefsr Urdls sallereri oeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Hon. Speaker will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.

OO DB WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTHTWST SjeuiTaeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Order, please! ©6; @580 Sod 8O, [@1 BBE]
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@288 BOCwW0 D WEI. &¢ GO @¢DHIVI W WIS

Beamdi. ©0 OIEROTE 0@ wwr vdved gcenm @i
BB 0® nE¥Ow »O g§E OmDr WS eD» ©w
edsYesy . ©0 ONEROTEersy OO WOemedsy
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Bedmdi. mH0m 00 & & 01 20BN BuesIm®.
[0 B88] I will give you that assurance. m»@zsiznsiedco
2O CO Bod HHEIHO O w1d WE ¢@BIm 8L 0O .
[@220 B3O]

o6 BEOS ABydc Dvwmo
(orewrLLfl@ svgagLosst SliflsTevev)
(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

298 ESedcds.
STWLBSTH.
rose.

OO DAIBNWBDHD O

(omessTLfl@ FUTHTWST S)euidseir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Yes, the Hon. Leader of the House.

@0 BB BBaFe ®wmo

(oressyLll@ svFagLosiT &iflsTsvev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

O DDA, ac IO OHDEw Boemwn
om0, w8 BBw vs5r05Im.

OO DAIBNWBDHR O
(omessTLLll@ FUTBTWST S)euideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)
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o6 CBEOS AB8adE Dvwmo

(orevorLfl@ svgagLosst SliflsTevev)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

G000 00NeDsT 48 meed 8350, [P BES]
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OO0 ©8& Bwudp® euvedd Onm

(oressryflg srifled gowealsrw QuGryT)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

Qe »PD, Pwrmwm »PoiO0 & VWewI®,- [Pt
BB88]

OO DAIBNWBHD O
(orevTLll@ FUTBTWST SyeuiTs6r)
(The Hon. Speaker)

D, 8 BuE ecsn®.

@O0 OB BB novd @D, WIS
D08 OB, ©wwed @) WOEH ©0x X gdEd
@¢BID). BeN® TS WD WE OB BED DD D&
»O@n ¢9E WO e, VIROBI @ Vw mOTesy wiidden
B 0D B ©20008.[@1 BE®] Are you prepared to get
back to your seats, Hon. Members? I will give you three
minutes to go back. - [ Interruption.]

@0 @BEO BB3HFE Owmo

(omessryLfl@ svgagLosiT &ifleTevsv)

(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
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B0 DDIBNWBD O

(wrewTyl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@000 ©8 qooWed @ e¢sIm. Hon. Prime
Minister, do you want to say anything? ©® e®n®xIc0
BOD, HO® BwdJ @devs Beas) 0.

@0 SBE Sn®8ow Dwmo

(revsryllg remflsd alldbalrofnig)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Yes. I think the Government is taking all possible
measures to protect the people, especially the Muslims.
As you know, we are also inquiring into where there have
been lapses - as was pointed out. We are taking the
necessary steps. - [[nterruption.]

OO DDIBNBD )

(oressTyll@ FUTBTWST SjeuiTdeir)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Are you prepared to get back and start the
proceedings, Hon. Members?

@0 SBE Sn®8ow Dwmo

(orevsryfl@ remflsd alldbalriofnig)

(The Hon. Ranil Wickremesinghe)

Parliament must function for the grievances to come
up.

OO DB WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

gomy OFOCIO m O WD GO0 @eIm.
aeemsy @y O5IGn®d 0® ©8Eed®sin w®ycwsy
8E2¢d geom ox¥m. The new MP, I think you also should
learn the Parliamentary practices.- [ Interruption.)

[0BHIFHD, oewler »o8 85 §eIBO oo »@ gesy
0d» Paww.]

[B)55m511L155)50
2 pYLITOTT S 6T BLOSG 24 F6OTBISH @S CIF6sTmeoTi.]

[Thereupon Muslim Members who were creating an uproar went
back to their Seats.]

Cwsrarpidl’ (5l Glsmsvig (555 wparvadlp

OO DB WGBS

(oressryfl@ FUTBTWST SjeuiT i)

(The Hon. Speaker)

We will go ahead now. Hon. Faiszer Musthapha,
please continue with your speech.

@6 08es8 Gedmao Owmo

(orewryll@ swugFT wevgum)

(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha)

Hon. Speaker, this country has suffered continuously
because of private incidents being used by certain
politicians for their political will. Religious hatred is the
easiest political tool for the bankrupt politicians to
achieve their political ambitions. Our Government also,
during this occurrence, could have acted more swiftly; the
police could have acted with much more responsibility.
This has resulted in some of our Hon. Members coming to
the Well of the House, especially the Muslim Members of
Parliament, showing that they have lost their confidence
as to how law and order is being carried out.

So, I respectfully ask the President and the Prime
Minister to enforce law and order to the full. I do not

think any Sri Lankan, a Muslim, a Sinahalese or a Tamil,
asks for nothing more, nothing less, but that law should
be enforced equally before all. No religious leader, no
individual, no politician should be able to take law into
their own hands and carry out an act of arson. Also, no
religious leader, no politician should get shelter just
because he represents a certain race or religion.
Therefore, Hon. Speaker, this House has the obligation to
protect all, so that the majority and the minority
communities can live in harmony. Sir, Buddhism is a
religion which preaches Maithriya and Karunawa.

@Dedd) SZmd ed ©e®Fw I WO BeRH
Y “ymd 0® ocIimed W 0D BB
©edd6, eWIRW DYOE ednEs 02w  wsTH
00 D107 8B 5088 BOCewmed &5 rBDcw DySEs
@dasiEs 008 Wwem WS edw B W®EH.
aBnmed OB adEdr a8 ¢ Beadmdl. BwE ©Dedd
B2y OO = fwmne 86 med. & Beo, | share the grief
with the families who have lost their members. I share the
grief with those who have lost their property and I
respectfully urge the Government to appoint an independent
Presidential Commission and do justice by all.

Minority and majority communities in this country
have equal rights and equal status. Therefore, one should
not be deprived of his rights because he belongs to a
minority community nor should one be deprived his
rights because he is from the majority community.

The 225 Members in this House, as Sri Lankans,
should ask for only one thing. That is, all those who are
involved in these incidents - it may be 100, it may be
1000 - should be punished. The culprits should be
brought to book. As a Government, we should all take the
responsibility and see that every single individual who is
responsible in creating this situation - for the loss of life
or property - should be dealt with according to the law.

Once again, I urge the Government to take swift
action and prevent the occurrence of such incidents. In
the past, we have seen incidents in Beruwala, Aluthgama
and Grandpass. We are all Sri Lankans, we are brothers.

In Parliament we see some Members indulge in
political hate speech for their political well-being. Such
conduct should be discouraged. We should all talk and
act as Sri Lankans. If a minority community is attacked,
there should be more majority community Members
speaking against it. If a member of the minority
community does a wrong, that minority community
should have the guts to say that it is wrong. Hon.
Members of Parliament, let us do justice by this country.
Let us say what is right is right and that right should not
be politically or racially right.

Hon. Speaker, I thank you for giving me this
opportunity and I hope that we can safeguard all Sri
Lankans whether he be from the majority or minority
communities.

Thank you.
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B0 DDIBNWBD O

(wrewTyl@ FUTBTWST SjeuTssT)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. M.A.
Sumanthiran. Before that, Mr. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will now take the Chair.

DO OT; 2 229682 @9 Goesm ewsy 9O fewsy, @o;
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER /left the Chair, and THE HON.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES took the Chair.

Gy iseT

®G; BOE 86D w0
(orsssryfl@ aflosd efreumis)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@] Bewdss 02 6wnBn®s

(wrewyll@ Gudbseflsr Urdls sallereri ojeuideir)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, what is your point of
Order?

®G; BOE 86D w0

(wrewryll@ ailwed afreunis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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®06; Bewds 02 8B

(wrewyll@ Gudbseflsr Urdls sallereri ojeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, you may speak now.

®5; SO 86D Dwmo

(oressryll@ allosd efreusis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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@0 Bewdss 02 0SB

(wrewyll@ Gudbseflsr Urdlé sallereri ojeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

You have ten minutes.

[e.0. 3.08]
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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®O RBIC PEBE gOJeE OWmo
(wrewryll@ siaeTT @)baieNev )wrEaeor)
(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 Bewdts 0% ewinBn®

(wrewryllg Guasefst Lrds sallereri ojeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order?

©C RIS PEBE gOJeEs s

(wreryslg iasrr G)bgiefle ojwrGsear)

(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
O 3B ydm W 0500008.

@G RBIC 9B E g@JeEm DHmo

(orerllG s103TT @)boIesTev T EFerT)
(The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena)
BB yam e »O&.

0 Bewdss 02 swisBn®s

(reryllg Gusseisr Lrsls sallsreari yeuisser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

It is not a point of Order.

loteTlOk S 5 1aletol] )
(omresorLyfl@ 2 muliesti sppeur)
(An Hon. Member)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, first of all let
me thank the Hon. Speaker and also His Excellency the
President and the Hon. Prime Minister, to have acceded
to my request to put off the rest of the Business of the
Day and have this Adjournment Debate in order to at
least give that relief to the beleaguered people both in
Kandy and Ampara Districts particularly and to all the
others all over the country, those who wish fair
coexistence among all communities.

With those comments, Sir, I must make one thing
very clear. The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena made a very
good intervention and made a few comments on this
issue. For that very purpose, I thank the Hon. Wimal
Weerawansa including Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan,
the Leader of the Opposition and then the Hon. Anura
Kumara Dissanayake, the JVP Leader here in the House
who moved this Motion for having expressed their
outrage, expressed their disgust, expressed their disbelief
at the manner in which this monumental law and order
failure took place yesterday in Kandy District as well as
previously in the Ampara Town.

It is up to us today to debate how we can get over this
monumental failure. Are we just simply going to have a
postmortem, as the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena talked
about? No. What is important is for us to identify where
we went wrong and then correct ourselves and see that
these elements will never raise their heads again. I think,
the Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena has misunderstood my
original Statement this morning and perhaps perceived
that I have accused some Opposition forces for having a
hidden hand in this. My contention is that every Party,
sometimes, for cheap political mileage, seems to
encourage certain extremist elements. That is not a
prerogative of one Party. Every Party invariably over the
years has unknowingly been nurturing extremists by
giving undue patronage to these forces. It is time for us
now to put a full stop to all these unruly elements for
whom we give patronage by default, by not taking
decisive action - that is what lacking today - by the law
and order machinery to restore law and order and then,
also by not taking decisive action for law enforcement.

I must very clearly tell here, Hon. Deputy Chairman
of Committees, that law enforcement and law and order
are two different things. They are somewhat
interconnected. But, what is happening today is
sometimes the Police Department, the higher-ups, the
officials, those who inquire into every incident try to soft
pedal on the law enforcement in order to get the
cooperation of unruly elements to restore law and order.
That is what is happening - that is simply what has been
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happening all throughout these years. This mindset has to
change. Law enforcement should not leave any stone
unturned. They must look for the evidence, bring the
evidence through the correct channels, convince the
Magistrate and take punitive action. The deterrents must
be practised. Why do we put somebody behind bars for
remand until the inquiry is over? Because, they can come
and interfere with the inquiry. They will bring undue
pressure. All that pressure has to be resisted by the law
and order machinery. That is not happening. We have
repeatedly pointed out that law enforcement should be
very strict. That should not be compromised for the sake
of restoring law and order quicker than they expect. It
might take a few days’ time for law and order to come
into place.

But then, in order to appease these unruly elements, if
you allow them scot-free without being remanded or not
kept in remand custody for some time until the proper
investigation is carried out, these things are bound to
happen. This is what has happened during the Ampara
incident as well and I am sure if we do not take proper
action regarding the Kandy, Teldeniya incidents, similar
events would repeatedly occur all over the country.

Therefore, it is a very very simplistic issue that we are
faced with. So, that has to be realized and I have very
clearly brought it out in this moming’s special Cabinet
Meeting before His Excellency the President. Of course,
we have imposed a State of Emergency and none of us
want a State of Emergency being imposed in this manner.
But we had to do that, in order to at least give that solace
to the affected people that effective action is bound to be
taken and we will tighten our laws. In fact, I must insist
that we should not resort to Emergency Regulations alone
to bring the culprits to book, because as soon as we
remove the State of Emergency, all these people will go
scot-free. So, we have to use the strictest possible laws
available. When we brought Hate Crime as an offence in
the Penal Code, there were some objections, because the
Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe at that time tried to
copy the same PTA Regulations into penal offence in the
Penal Code. Therefore, there were some objections and
that had to be taken out.

I think it is time for us to reconsider that and then
introduce this offence, which is now part of the ICCPR
Act, which we are using sometimes sparingly. There is a
serious inhibition in the Police Department against using
this ICCPR provisions to keep people in remand. If they
can do this in the Gintota incident, why not do it in the
Ampara incident? They have one rule for Gintota and
another rule for Ampara. Who were the people who
intervened in trying to alter the ‘B’ Report and gradually
reduce its impact and take away the power of the
Magistrate to keep those culprits in remand? So, this had
to be looked into.

Now, look at the Rajanganaya incident. Farmers
protested regarding a water project, which of course
comes under my Ministry and which is quite justifiable.
Sixty of them were arrested. They have all their right to

have a demonstration - whether they had political motives
or otherwise. What did the Police do? They kept them in
remand for several days. If you can do that, why can you
not take the same attitude in the Ampara incident? Why is
this double standard? This will never be looked into. That
is why we wanted to highlight these issues and debate
this in the House, so that this will never be repeated
again.

I must say the entire Muslim community is in virtual
disbelief. They are outraged in the manner in which this
monumental failure of law and order took place. They
have targeted specifically Muslim places of worship
selectively last night. Not only in Digana, Teldeniya area,
but it has also spread onto Katugastota; it went to
Aladeniya; it went to Kahalla and they were attacking the
mosques in farfetched areas. What is the necessity for
these elements to engage in these activities? So, should
we not apprehend these culprits? Is our intelligence
services so impotent that they are unable to identify these
forces? We know these elements. We know who have
been involved in it. There have been enough evidence
available; we have seen what was happening. I have been
talking to the police higher-ups for the last three - four
days and I said, "With this funeral, there is going to be a
massive mayhem, be prepared. Have sufficient deterrent
action put in place." Finally what happened? The ASP
who was to give orders for the Crowd Control Police, the
Riot Police, was missing from the scene. So, someone's
head had to roll in this case. The same thing happened in
Ampara as well. Senior Police Officers have to be held
responsible for what happened and the proper long arm of
the law should be used in order to bring these culprits to
book.

With those comments, Sir, I conclude my remarks.
Thank you.

[3.28p.m.]
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(The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran)

Thank you Mr. Deputy Chairman for this opportunity
to say a few words at this very important Adjournment
Debate. 1 thank the Chief Opposition Whip to have
brought this timely Motion for debate today in the House,
and the Speaker and the Cabinet of Ministers to have also
decided to put off the Business for the Day and take up
this matter for debate.

Let me first express my sorrow towards all who have
suffered at the hands of violence that have been
unleashed. My condolences also to the families of the
two persons who have died. The Hon. Minister who
spoke just before me expressed his disgust, dismay et
cetera, and also disbelief. Now, I am not sure why one
must labour any kind of disbelief because this is part and
parcel of this country. This is not something new that
happens in this country for us to live in disbelief. The
Independence history, the 70-year history of this country
is replete with such incidents against numerically
minority people of this country. And that is not a good
thing, That is not a good reflection on the majority
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people of this country that those who are numerically
inferior have to suffer violence like this periodically and
that at such instances impunity reins.

The proposer of the Motion made mention of many
previous incidents in the history of this country. When I
listened to him, I realized that in none of those instances
were the culprits ever apprehended or prosecuted. So, it
is impunity that gives the necessary courage for these
elements. And with a long history of this pattern of
events, they are almost sure that they will never be
apprehended. So that is the sad history. Law and order
must be restored; the situation must be brought under
control in the Kandy District and the adjoining districts;
all that must be done. A postmortem is necessary, that
must happen, action must be taken. But that is not all.
We have ad nauseam  repeated these sentiments
whenever such incidents have taken place only for
another incident to take place a few months hence. The
whole attitude must change. When there was a change in
2015 January, the people of this country expected
something different. They expected that this culture of
impunity will end, that all people of whatever ethnicity or
religious persuasion or background or geographical
location will be able to live peaceful lives. Now that has
been shattered, not just by this one incident, but it has
been shattered by the same attitude that this Government
also continues. The attitude is this:

“Let us not make enemies of the majority
community.” But, actually the majority community does
not expect this kind of mayhem to continue. More than
95 per cent of the majority community are people who are
peace-loving and who themselves are disgusted by these
kind of incidents. But, somehow, there is always a belief
in governments in power that they must pander to
extremist elements. So, you go soft on that. When we
raise issues of accountability, immediately the
Government backpedals. The Government thinks that if
they do that they will become unpopular. But, that is far
from the truth. It is such impunity, I repeat, that gives rise
to incidents like this. People think, “We are of the
majority community. The moment we invoke Buddhist
sentiments, the moment we invoke Sinhala sentiments, we
are safe.” And they have been proved repeatedly, time
and again - and that is the disgustful thing. That is the
shame that has come upon this country even on this
Government which pays lip service to various principles
of'ideals but, nevertheless, behaves in the same way.

I say this because it is the result of the Local
Government Election and the perception that extremist
elements are now on the rise that has made this
Government to go into a shell. The Government is not
able to stand up and do the right thing. The Government
thinks, “Oh! We are losing the majority support. Now, we
must backpedal.” That seems to be the attitude that the
Government has now. If this goes on like this, there will
never be a change. The fundamental belief that one must
pander to extremist elements within the majority
community must change. Until that changes, the other
communities in this country will never be able to live
with dignity, will never be able to say that they are equal
citizens of this country, they will never have the

confidence that their lives will be protected. I am glad
that the Chief Opposition Whip brought out all of these
issues. But, then, he is in the Opposition and they have
always been in the Opposition - Oh! No, a brief interlude
of a failed experiment in the Government. But, I
compliment him for the sentiments that he expressed.
Unfortunately, that kind of spine seems to be lacking in
the Government today. It is not there in the President nor
in the Prime Minister or in any of the Cabinet Ministers.
If you cannot stand up for the right and if you cannot
stand up for communities within your country that are
numerically inferior, you have no right to govern this
country.

Thank you.

[19.L1. 3.37]
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(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Sir, please give me one more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ameer Ali Shihabdeen.
Before that, will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Edward Gunasekara to the Chair.
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(The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake -Deputy Minister of Social

Empowerment, Welfare and Kandyan Heritage)

I propose that the Hon. Edward Gunasekara do now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

left the Chair, and THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA fook the
Chair.
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The next speaker is the Hon. Mohamed Navavi. You
have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Thank you. The next speaker is the Hon. Ali Zahir
Moulana. You have five minutes.
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Presiding Member, once again racial discord is
cropping up in various parts of the island. Incidents that
occurred in Gintota a few months ago, recently in
Ampara, and in Teldeniya, Kandy a few days ago, are all
such situations. Although the incidents that sparked these
situations are regular, racial politics spread all over the
country made it to escalate to the level of racist conflict.
The 30-year war that festered the country too was a result
of this inability of the then governments to prevent
incidents of this nature which occurred earlier.
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Therefore, I urge the Government to bring perpetrators
to justice regardless of their race to defeat racist politics
and to protect national unity preventing escalation of
racist conflicts in the country.
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Before 1 conclude, let me extend our deepest
sympathies to the bereaved family of Mr. Kumarasinghe
who died under unfortunate circumstances in Kandy
District and to the young man, Abdul Basith who was
burnt and died tragically last night due to the commotion.

May A llah subhanahu wa ta’ala grant him the highest
rank of Jannat-ul-Firdous as Shahee!

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi)
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Question put, and agreed to.

2286E0@27290 3O enmed @ wi. 6.400, 2018 &5z 07
O &¢agr @. wa. 1.00 O enaf & Sodds.

ey Li.u. 6.40 wellsg Lmrrepwsmw, 2018 wrig 07,
ygevralpeow Li.u. 1.00 wssflsusnr ps8lwaudbsin L g).

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.40 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 07th March, 2018.
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