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The Parliament met at 10.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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Hon. Bimal Rathnayake,- To ask the Minister of Law

and Order,-(1)

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

the addresses of ministerial offices of the
Minister of Law and Order and Southern
Development;

if rent or lease is paid for the said offices,
the monthly rental/lease; and

the total rent/lease paid from the year 2015
up to the year 20177

(b) Will he also inform this House, separately in
respect of each Ministry-

)
(i1)
(iif)

the number of officials in the personal staff
of the Minister;

the number of vehicles allocated for the said
personal staff; and

the number of vehicles allocated to the
Minister?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the
Highways:

Minister of Higher Education and

(a) Will he inform this House in respect of each
district separately-

(1) the number of students who sat for the
G.C.E. (A/L) Examination in the biology
stream in 2015 from the Monaragala and
the Badulla Districts;
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(i)

(ii)

(iv)

the number and the percentage of the
students who were qualified for university
entrance;

the number and the percentage of the
students qualified for medical faculties; and

the minimum result of the students who
were qualified for the medical faculty, Z-
score, the school in which each student
studied and the medical faculty to which
they got selected?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation:
(a)  Will he inform the House-

(1) the number of depots of the SLTB in the
Puttalam District;

(i) the names of those depots;

(iii) the number of buses in proper running
condition in each depot, separately;

(iv) the number of buses given a new to develop
the fleet of buses in the depots of the SLTB
from 2010 up to date; and

(v) the steps the Ministry intends to take
develop the fleet of buses in the Puttalam
District in future?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Power and Renewable Energy:

(a)  Ishe aware that-

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

V)

free electricity connections were given
under the  “Uthuru = Wasanthaya”
programme lately to households located in
the areas where people of the North had
been resettled;

thereafter, electricity charges had been
recovered monthly;

accordingly, electricity bills had been
charged monthly even in the areas where
people of the Kilinochchi District had been
resettled;

nevertheless these bills were not sent during
the past six months in the Kilinochchi
District; and

these people, who do not have enough
financial strength to pay a large sum of
money at once, have been perturbed as the
payment has been demanded for several
months instead of sending electricity bills
monthly?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

()

whether the reason for not charging
electricity bills monthly is the existence of
vacancies at the office of the Ceylon
Electricity Board in Kilinochchi
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(it)  if so, whether he will take steps to fill those
vacancies;

(iii) whether he will take steps to recover the
arrears in bills on instalment basis; and

(iv) whether he will take steps to charge
electricity bills on monthly basis
continuously in future?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Hon. Speaker, on behalf of the Minister of Health,
Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine, I move,

"That the Regulations made by the Minister of Health, Nutrition
and Indigenous Medicine under Section 142 read with Section 118
of the National Medicines Regulatory Authority Act, No. 5 of 2015
relating to National Medicines Regulatory Authority (Ceiling on

Prices) Regulations No. 2 of 2016 and published in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 2049/31 of 14™ December 2017, which were
presented on 23.01.2018, be approved."
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* Countries generally should not use cost-plus as an
overall pharmaceutical pricing policy.

* Countries using a cost-plus method as an overall
policy that wish to change their strategy should
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"Consequently, the Government of Sri Lanka issued a notice by
an extraordinary decree ("gazette") on 21 October 2016 that set a
ceiling on retail prices for 48 medicinal products considered
essential in treating NCDs -Non-Communicable Diseases- and
other common ailments, based on a pricing formula. The revised
pricing policy protects patients' rights to access affordable
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"WHO support provided valuable insights to the NMRA and other
key stakeholders on the inappropriateness of the CIF based on the
pricing formula."
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“Thus, we should applaud the decision of Sri Lanka Ministry of
Health, taken after the survey, to provide cardiac stents to hospitals
with PCI facilities and to include troponin testing as a routine
examination in state sector hospitals. It is also laudable the recent
introduction of state-operated ambulance services in some parts of
Sri Lanka, which could lead to the reduction of the total ischaemic
time, with further reduction of STEMI in-hospital mortality.”
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen - Minister of Industry and

Commerce)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I am pleased
to state today that the objective of this Intellectual
Property (Amendment) Bill is to amend the Intellectual
Property Act, No. 36 of 2003 in order to enhance the
protection given for Geographical Indications of Sri
Lanka.

This Bill is not only a significant milestone in the history
of intellectual property in Sri Lanka, but it is important
for our export revenue as well because we are faced with
the problem of fake exports from other destinations,
which damage the global reputation of Sri Lankan
exports sector.

wHHESTHIL  wHMID

A Geographical Indication -GI- is a sign which gives
an item a unique identity due to its specific qualities and
characteristics that could be attributable to the country or
region in which it has originated. Due to the distinctive
features of a GI they have a high economic and cultural
value and as such, they are assets to their country of
origin.

What is more important is the potential new value
addition that GI gives to the products in global markets.
The enhanced marketability and product reputation which
comes as a result of GI is a great value proposition for the
Brand Sri Lanka and well supports the future goals of our
international trade.

"Ceylon Tea" and "Ceylon Cinnamon" are GIs
identified by the Intellectual Property Act, No. 36 of
2003 as goods originating from Sri Lanka. These
products including "Pure Ceylon Tea", "Sri Lanka Tea",
"Pure Sri Lanka Tea", "Pure Ceylon Cinnamon", "Sri
Lanka Cinnamon" and "Pure Sri Lanka Cinnamon" - Sri
Lanka Kurundu- make a significant contribution to the
economy of Sri Lanka.
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As I said before, the value addition that GI gives to the
product in the global market is the leading reason for us to
move towards GI. Therefore, origin and the identity of
these GIs should be protected in order to prevent
unauthorized usage  that could be detrimental to
economic and moral rights of the original procedures and
to enhance the sustainability of the unique qualities of the
GIs. Goods with GI face a strong competition from
counterfeits both in the global and local markets. As such
producers and exporters of the same have appealed to the
relevant Government authorities to introduce a
registration system for GI in Sri Lanka by way of
introducing new laws to the intellectual property regime
which could provide the required protection for goods
identified as GIs.

Accordingly, a working Committee consisting of
members of the Advisory Commission for Intellectual
Property and officials from different Government
Departments were appointed by the Ministry of Industry
and Commerce to formulate a mechanism for the
protection of Geographical Indications in Sri Lanka
through a registration system. The Committee identified
the non-availability of a domestic legal provision for the
registration of GI in Sri Lanka as the key issue faced by
the exporters of Ceylon cinnamon, Ceylon tea and related
products in registering Sri Lankan GI internationally,
since domestic registration in the originating country is a
mandatory prerequisite for international registration of
GI. Further, the Committee was of the opinion that since
the Act is silent as to the procedure of domestic
registration, exclusive rights of owners and other related
matters to GI, the scope of Section 204 does not empower
the Minister to make regulations for the registration of GI
in Sri Lanka. Thus, it was proposed by the Working
Committee to amend Sections 161 and 204 of the Act as
an interim measure until a legal framework for the
protection of GI in Sri Lanka is enacted, which is being
drafted at present, to resolve the issues already faced by
local producers and exporters of goods identified as GI in
Sri Lanka.

Accordingly, the approval of the Cabinet of Ministers
was obtained on 08™ of April, 2015 to amend Sections
161 and 204 of the Act as proposed by the Cabinet
Memorandum dated 23™ of March, 2015 bearing No.
15/0336/625/011. Thereafter, it was informed by the
Legal Draftsman’s Department that the objective of the
Ministry could be achieved by amending only Section
161 of the Act. Therefore, a subsequent Cabinet
Memorandum bearing No. 16/2074/723/054 was
submitted by the Ministry on 04™ of October, 2016,
seeking approval for the inclusion of the new Subsection
161(4A) drafted by the Legal Draftsman and to submit the
same for the approval of Parliament, for which the
approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was given on 18" of
October, 2016. Thereafter, the proposed Amendment to
the Intellectual Property Act, No. 36 of 2003 was
published in the Government Gazette dated 02™ of
November, 2017 and it is herewith submitted for the
approval of Parliament.

Sir, as I stressed earlier, GI is a great value proposition
for Brand Sri Lanka and well supports the future goals of
our international trade as well as increase in exports

income. This is equally true for exports of both Ceylon
tea and Ceylon cinnamon. According to the Tea
Exporters’ Association of Sri Lanka, though Sri Lanka tea
export volume has not changed in 2017, the revenue
earned had increased to Rs. 233.3 billion compared to Rs.
184.07 billion in 2016, registering a growth of 26.3 per
cent. It is reported that 2017 recorded the highest ever
local currency revenue achieved from tea exports.

Last year was a good year for our spice exports too. In
2016, our total spice exports were at US Dollars 317
million and it increased by 28 per cent in 2017 to US
Dollars 406 million. Ceylon cinnamon is considered as
the true cinnamon of the world. Therefore, I am pleased
to inform the House that our cinnamon exports too are
increasing. In comparison to 2016, the export of Ceylon
cinnamon surged by 27 per cent to US Dollars 202
million in 2017.

Therefore, I request the Hon. Members of this House
to approve these proposed Amendments presented today.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the Hon.
Lucky Jayawardana to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

I propose that the Hon. Lucky Jayawardana do now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. LUCKY JAYAWARDANA took the
Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, tobacco cultivation will be banned in
two years time. So, as an alternative, you can grow
ayurvedic plants. About 90 per cent of the ayurvedic
products are imported from India. What we have thought
now is - actually this programme is initiated by the
President - to get the farmers to plant ayurvedic plants as
an alternative. We can give subsidies and all that. Please
give me details as to how many farmers have to give up
tobacco cultivation and the acreage of tobacco
cultivation. Then, we can arrange a relief scheme for
those people.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Thank you very much. That will be ideal. Anyhow,
whatever ayurvedic plants that you are trying to
introduce, the government will have to purchase.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

At the moment, we give a buyback guarantee for
whatever pharmaceuticals manufactured in Sri Lanka by
the private sector. If they come and join the government
sector, the buyback guarantee is for 15 years. If they are
doing it independently, it is 10 years. So, we can give the
same buyback guarantee for them also for about 15 years.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

That is a good idea. If they grow tobacco, lorries will
go and purchase all the tobacco. If you change that to
ayurvedic plants, nobody will go there. The concept has
to come from the government.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

We have started District Purchasing Centres. I started
one in Anuradhapura. Until we start a centre in Jaffna, we
can ask the Anuradhapura centre to purchase the whole
produce. Let me know a place - an abandoned
government building or some other place with a
reasonable rent - we will purchase that and start the
District Purchasing Centre there.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

At the same time- I mentioned this in Tamil also
earlier- there is a shortage of consultants in the Vanni
District. Some consultants are on annual transfer order.
Please do not release them until we get a permanent
replacement. The DDG -Deputy Director General of
Medical Services-
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

There are a lot of problems with this DDG. That is
why they are doing these transfers. Even yesterday, the
AMS- the Association of Medical Specialists- met me and
they were also complaining, because still the transfer
orders have not been issued. So, I will tell them not to
take out consultants until we replace them with permanent
consultants. What is the station you referred to?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Vavuniya. I referred to one of the VPs in Vavuniya.
He is asking to get the release immediately, but he is the
only permanent consultant there. The other one was also
replaced. But, there are two divisions. They are asking to
replace him with the Senior Registrar who is waiting to
go for foreign training. Any time, he will leave Vavuniya.
We cannot allow the permanent consultants to be
transferred until we get the replacements. If the
replacements come, we are ready to release them.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

I have instructed them not to create any vacancies,
especially in the Northern Province, because there were a
lot of problems and the cadre is also less there. So, I will
look into this matter.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan)

Yes, this problem is mainly in the Northern Province.
The situation is different in Colombo and other areas.
There are a lot of consultants there. But this is a problem
in the Northern Province. That is why I am telling this.

Thank you.
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Next to the Western Province, 1 have allocated the
largest amount of funds to the Northern Province.
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Okay.
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The Leader of the Opposition talked to me. Yesterday,
some Radiologists came and met me and asked for my
intervention to get the special scanner, which I have
allocated to the Peradeniya Hospital transferred to the
Jaffna Hospital. They pointed out that there is one scanner
in the Kandy Hospital and wanted to get the new scanner
to the Jaffna Hospital. So, I have allocated that scanner to
the Jaffna Hospital. This morning, two Mahanayaka
Theros called and asked me whether I have given that
scanner to the Jaffna Hospital on the request of Mr.
Vigneswaran. Mr. Vigneswaran may not even know
about that. This is how things are going on, but still, I
have managed the situation. 1 will do everything
possible.
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I understand that you are doing your best. But, we
are from the Eastern Province, from Batticaloa. The
Deputy Minister-
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Do you know how much of development work we are
doing there at the moment? Accident Services,
Cardiology Units - we are doing everything.
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But, there are many vacancies.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

I can give you equipment, buildings, all that, but how
can | give you human resources? Give me two minutes to
explain the situation to you.

When I assumed office, only a half of the approved
cadre of consultants were available. So, I got down the
Board of Directors of the PGIM - Post Graduate Institute
of Medicine - and told them, “Either you double the
intake or I am going to get down consultants from outside
and give the best healthcare to the people.” So, they
doubled the intake, but the results will come only after 4
-5 years. That is the problem.  The Hon. Lakshman
Kiriella allocated money to establish new Faculties of
Medicine at the Wayamba University, the Sabaragamuwa
University, University of Moratuwa and he has taken
steps to increase the intake of students to the Faculty of
Medicine at the University of Ruhuna from 130 to 300.
So, those four Faculties will admit about 800 more
students a year. I am building up Teaching Hospitals for
those universities. The only problem is, it will take more
than four years for these students to pass out from the
universities.

As for nurses, I have started four new Nurses Training
Schools and a Faculty of Nursing. We have spent Rs.
18,500 million to establish a Faculty of Nursing for the
first time in this country. We are also going to establish a
Faculty of Pharmacology at the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura and a Faculty of Paramedical Science at
the University of Ruhuna. But, it will take time because
there has been no proper action taken towards this during
all these years. That was the problem.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

I will send the Managing Director of the State
Pharmaceuticals Corporation to Batticaloa next week. I
will ask him to contact you. You can show him the places
where you want to set up the Osusala branches. There is
no problem to have them in Batticaloa Town or even in
other areas. They will do a feasibility study and go ahead
with it.
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Okay. Thank you, Hon. Minister, we can select the
suitable areas.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, actually we understand the situation in
the Northern Province and the Eastern Province. We have
to do more for them than to the other provinces. There is
no argument on that. So, if you find problems there,
please tell me about the areas where you want new
hospitals to be set up. Give me the list the next week.
Then, I will take action to go ahead and finish it.
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Hon. Member, your time is over. Please, wind up now.
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Whereupon THE HON. EDWARD GUNASEKARA left the Chair,
and THE HON. SHEHAN SEMASINGHE took the Chair.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

Hon. Member, in 2016, I allocated Rs. 5 billion or Rs.
5,000 million from my allocation to the Provincial
Council. Whatever improvements the Ministers of the
Provincial Council had asked for, I had allocated money
without a limit.

In 2017, I allocated another Rs. 3,000 million from
my budget to the Provincial Council. Even the Treasury
has questioned me why I am allocating money from my
budget. I said, "You all are not allocating them enough
money". So, nobody can say that we have not allocated
the money the Ministers of your Provincial Council have
requested for. If they had requested for money, I have
allocated it.

I do not have any power to put up hospitals in the
Provinces without the authority of the Provincial
Minister. So, if you can talk to your Provincial Minister
and tell me about the deficiencies in your district,
definitely, I will attend to it; I will allocate money.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)

I will summon all the Parliamentarians, the PED and
the Provincial Minister for a meeting in Colombo at the
next session. Then, we can discuss it.
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(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)

Mr. Presiding Member, thank you very much for the
opportunity given to me to take part in this Debate. Since
the Hon. Minister has been carefully listening to our
speeches, I hope he will use the headphone to listen to the
interpretation of my speech because I am going to
continue my speech in my mother tongue as the Tamil
people who are listening to my speech do not have such
interpretation facilities, if I speak in English.
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Hon. Member, you have only two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)

Sir, I will take the time allotted to the Hon. Velu
Kumar also, if needed.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

Item No. 1 - Regulations under the National
Medicines Regulatory Authority Act. Does the House
agree?
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(orsiryflg o milnferissr)

(Hon. Members)

Aye.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Item No. 2
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (AMENDMENT) BILL
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Order for Second Reading read.
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a Second time.
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Resolved:

"That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament."
- [The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella.]
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Considered in Committee.

/MR. PRESIDING MEMBER in the Chair.]
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Clauses 1 to 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendments.
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Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.28 p.m. until 10.30 a.m. on
Friday, 23rd March, 2018.
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