261 O wneddde - 11 O mEowses 2018 ¥E& 0602 &200¢0
CaTEe3 261 - @ev. 11 2018 wemev 06, Gausiraflsalpenio
Volume 261 - No. 11 Friday, 06th July, 2018

S)EEe®@ry D

(0esoB)
LTI T @HLO6TM 6fl6x T mIdk 6T
(amesramL’)
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

(HANSARD)

BE D15

B BTT Y Mdens
OFFICIAL REPORT

(ge@idn» B8oun /Uewy Slpssiiu_rsg /Uncorrected)






85I EOD Y WS€R

8¢C emeBezT ©110d b w2 Dabmed 08 Dr¥errn OO BEedE 830953 gesms edIes:
G, MC 0D ¥ §EECO wwndm »OWn

3B gdBe e WO 3t Do&mo 2@1un®ed EIKD

BEHORO Dodm BEnT DOy @wIssN:

2018 ¢B 2105 8 ‘Eom0es’ Do&m0d
esed®ED @ 8e®xT grey yadmw@:
ey O3 OO OBIDEE 0E®DO AEH® CE 2De® ewlsnnd:
DG odnw wdiloe B sEo e 9805 e BB yBes-dmden

Urgrer o_ererL_gsaL0

B8 oy emenrs@ualer QFwrhnims S pl&Emas an® wrgdleor peoLpempn ubhBl SeDTET (GDDE
FTL_(HBH6T:
SiwmaFTi CHLUriened @) Mldbemsser SUTeD, HUTY CaFeweusdsst WHMID (Pesdd  Fows

VIUDVEST Y WLFF Tl DMWY
aflesTrd & Emd @ sumiilepe) ailenL_gssr
Apiiyfenwir NCrrenenTas6i:

seaufl 9 Wlallgse0 epev allesrr: 2018 wyetr 21 9y1d FaFlw“svmIBTSL” Y nflbens
a]1¥: 6Tli6Tid  uTOlermed  BlewevidgidhOBS et
LW APMIS S @sSlemeuiyr LGyyen e
BhHEsL0 uGHmw ylalEss OFish LOTHTENT FwLG CHTHVH6T FL_LF Fii $l(hdHmI%6T

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS

PERFORMANCE REPORT OF THE FINANCE FALSE ALLEGATIONS LEVELLED AGAINST HAJJ

COMMISSION PILGRIMAGE:
Statement by Minister of Post, Postal Services and
SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE REPORTS Muslim Affairs
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS PRIVILEGE MOTIONS:

“Lankadeepa” Report of 21* June, 2018

QUESTION BY PRIVATE NOTICE: ADJOURNMENT MOTION:
Deterrent Treatment Against Neth FM Radio Station

Development of Nandikadal Area Reforms to Provincial Councils Election Laws






1591

35Ee®s53nd
LIT T T(@VHLDGIT M LD
PARLIAMENT

2018 &8 0602 E290a¢a
2018 wyemsv 06, Gloueirer1s5)psmnio
Friday, 06th July, 2018

23.90. 10.000 ©3:8800xInd des Be.
DONEDRE [0S ST BwseyBw Bwmo] GEoesz¥died Bes.
urgrepwsto w.u. 10.00 wenfls@d nigwig.
FUTHTWST Sjeuiser [LomenTLdl@ &m eow@Mw] ensvenio
QUEG ST 6.

The Parliament met at 10.00 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. KARU JAYASURIYA] in the Chair.
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PERFORMANCE REPORT OF THE FINANCE
COMMISSION
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne - Minister of Health,

Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine)

OO ®ONEWROB, Ehedn WOYD LB
00medsy 2017 D8sw wewr 0eeInIHI® 2 oCm®
8ced Dab8m e @D Di8md wy Gen® DabmD
®0® 988ex WSS.

(@wods,

(oresrLyflE

O® D800 GBI BTBIEHE W Gt WEOBIMSH
BEAE a@m gl mIm 651D 0OH 0w BE YRwB
O® ewdszn HSS.

g S Y, ewr w®@m» Sa.
afleorr @GS sLILIL (5 s7Hmys Gl TeTarLiLL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne)
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The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana - Deputy Minister of
Science, Technology, Research, Skills Development and
Vocational Training and Kandyan Heritage)
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(iv) 2014 D8sw ecwo Sm oy WL 6 LN
2050 E DaE82 Da&m0d

©6@IVewsy § OB 0 0wvoed bmd OF
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Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(omevsr L@ wullveurserid Slevsrmegm)

(The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Health and Human Welfare,
Social Empowerment on, “Apartment Ownership (Special
Provisions) Bill” which was referred to the said
Committee.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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NATIONAL SCHOOLS IN KANDY DISTRICT: DETAILS

21718
1. o6 sl axo®ed dvm

(wrabrfl@ arhbs jabswGs)
(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)
355 gL DensT ey yHme - (1):

(a) () ©uwnDs edfatmed g KoBm wows o100
OMBOenE;

(i) ©® xwEOE 5@ v B8mrwsy mDede;

(i) °® o 9 swelE geum® I &Bxs
092500 @ efded Byun QOOGET 85052500
0057 005Y DREwWsY eSO €S,

(Iv) 0O ©wEOE ©0B8m» @O yoLduy oW
OMBOenE;

V) ©uppso dgmed 0B “ulw e

@D OB BBO ewmedd a@wmsieaed
30 @8 B Bed;

(Vi) ©oumdo LdFEmed DB SBm SO
W o Ld ®ur :08Lmw BB
2@m5000e ©) CID Budd mdede;

@535y O EOB 6K ¢IOTeBIE?
(q0) ozndeed5®, d Bxfe?

Hevall ewdFenrd Col L allerT:
(o) () @ewrg wreul L $Hl60 o srer CaHw LITL Fremev
SH6II63T 6TENOTEWs 1 d6M T LI G| 6TEITLIGN S U|LD;

(i) Gupy ur_sremevsaflest GLwrseT LHMID
(LpSHeUMSET WTEN6U 6TEITLISHSULD;

(i) Gupy geuGeurm urTLFreweouileid Hsval
Luuflepib  messteuiseflest ereiTessflhbends  OMHMID
Caemauullsv FHUL_(heTer o Afwirseflssr
6TEUOTEUs1d6m 3 H6vilHBHev G WTG) 6TEITLIEN S W|LD;

(iv) Gupuy urLsremevseaflsy Bleveyd opAilwi
QeupmL_Bisefleir sTessTamllbems WTF sTHTLMS
Wb,

(V)  sewrg wreul LGalL srewriiGdlern Cgdlw
LITL FTen6Vs6T6iT sTevuTemsilden s w SlsMliLig)
Qariurs  ewwifsT soueTd OClFessL
L (D6ITOTS T 6TEITLIENS U|LD;

(Vi)  aewrg wreul L Gslv sremILiLBGSSTD CHw
urLgremevsefler  Guerds  wHmD  wesfls
auenmIsemen SLiall(hdhs) CFilusnH@ ewLoddr
Goh S TeTEBLD BL 611G d6M b WITH| 6TETLINSW|LD;

Sjeui @)dFewusE@ Mlaliiurrr?

(=) @srCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Education:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(1) the number of National Schools in Kandy
District;

(ii)) the names and addresses of those schools;

(iii) the number of students studying and the
number of teachers serving in each of those
schools, separately;

(iv) the number of vacancies for teachers that
exists in those schools;

(v) whether the Ministry has paid attention to
increase the number of National Schools in
Kandy District;

(vi) the steps taken by the Ministry to develop
the physical and human resources of the

National Schools in Kandy District?
(b) Ifnot, why?

OO DRI M EBRD DV (PO 8w B8EEedsIn
yBewcdmoes g@ims W el vved y

83082 ®2)
(wreryllg  SwhHs SHHTTHVESE - SHTewl  WHMID
UTTTE@HLOGTD MIFTeLOLIL] HeDFFHLD T FThisds &L Fufler
PpSHBEHTVTFTEY)ID)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka - Minister of Lands and
Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip)
O DOTNEDHROB, s @B eOMEDsT &

OO yEm WO BEnJ @¢mda.
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Annex tabled:

(e){ii), (e)(ii), (¢)(iv)
No. of
Teachers,
No. Fensush School Name Address No.of | hoare |befict
students | oaching at
school

1/03004 |GALAGEDARA M.M.V GALAGEDARA 966 65 4

2[03010 |SUJATHAB.V. GALAGEDARA 898 54
3|03011 |HATHARALIYADDHA CENTRAL COLLEGE. HATHARALIYADDHA. 1119 56 12|

4|03045 |POOJAPITIYA CENTRAL COLLEGE. POOJAPITIYA. 1134 65

5/03046 |ANKUMBURA PARAKRAMA M.M.V. [ANKUMBURA 661 51

6/03048 |ALAWATHUGODA M.M.V ALAWATHUGODA. 1015 56
7]03075_|NUGAWELA CENTRAL COLLEGE. NUGAWELA. 4481 155 13
8/03169 |RANASINGHE PREMADASA N.S. HASALAKA 1092 49 13|
9|03181 |AMUPITIYAN.S. UDISPATTUWA 697 42| 0

10{03184 |TELDENIYAN.S. [TELDENIYA. 1914 91

11{03217 |S.W.R.D.BANDARANAYAKA N.S. KUNDASALE 852 70
12|03256 |RAJAWELLA HINDU N.S RAJAWELLA, DIGANA 1245 53 0]
13|03263 |MADINAN.S. MADAWALA BAZAAR 1803} 76 24
14/03284 |AZHAR CENTRAL COLLEGE. | AKURANA. 15531 74| 33
15[03285 |AL MANAR MUS.V. GALHINNA. 635 e 34 16
16/03286 |AKURANA ZAHIRA CENTRAL COLLEGE. BULUGAHATHANNA, AKURANA. 1152 58 17
17|03314 |BOPITIYA RAJASINGHE M.V POTHGODA,MARASSANA 681 47 0
18|03320 |MARASSANA M.M.V. MEERUPPA, MARASSANA 635 35 6
1903350 |DHARMARAJA COLLEGE KANDY 4788 193 0|
20[03351_|MAHAMAYA GIRLS COLLEGE KANDY 4532 200 o
21/03379 |GIRL'S HIGH SCHOOL KANDY 5837 209 17
22[03380|KINGSWOOD COLLEGE KANDY 3699 w3 2
23[03382 [PUSHPADANA B.V [KANDY 2648 108 0]
24|03387 |SRIRAHULA COLLEGE KATUGASTOTA 2345 129 0
25[03405 |KADUGANNAWA N.S KADUGANNAWA 1058 79 0]
26[03406 [SRI SWARNAJOTHI N.S. KIRIBATHIKUBURA 1014} 79 0]
27|03441 [D.B.WHETHUNGA M.M.V/ DASKARA, MURUTHAGAHAMULA 724 64| 0]
28[03488 | WICKRAMABAHU M.M.V. campoLa 1608 83 0
29/03490 |WIMALADHARMA N.S [ATABAGE GAMPOLA 770 56 0]
30/03532 |SENADHIKARI NATIONAL SCHOOL UDAHENTENNA 1043} 57 0]
31|03553 |ANURUDDA KUMARA MMV INAWALAPITIYA 1603} 88 [
32[03575_[BADI UDDIN MAHMUD GIRLS' COLLEGE KANDY 2008 11 1
33[{03617 [HINDU NATIONAL SCHOOL NUWARA-ELIYA ROAD PUSSELLAW/ 1141 54 6
34[03648 AL MANAR MUS.M.M.Y HANDESSA 1183 61| 24
35/03658 |[ZAHIRA COLLEGE ZAHIRA COLLEGE GAMPOLA 2933 154 1
Total 61845 3019] 23]

2017 &8 01 800 gED Ca» 005 g1 Hr@ 80D (D 95 8¢m®0 & Buw VGG WS & A BCHBID.

[0®® 1§ ® gefpmoged ¢ @ g».]
[B)55 B)swswrLiL) miTeD BlewaviIS B ewausbs LI BHlsirendy/]
[This annex is also placed in the Library.]
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(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)
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(oressryfl@ SHWwhS &HeTTS VEHS)

(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)
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@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)

@m0 Y@ ds®ene, ®o O EHOHR?

@0 g»¥53¢ eI OO Owmo
(wrerflg perhs SjQISH1Gs)
(The Hon. Ananda Aluthgamage)
®D, ®G HDINBHDOB. ©eI® LBRE.

2016 aw D1 @z : SedB8n aB2ES2m o

806 avmrem) RIS
2016 surey GFevsysFl L perGlmrifley: all s
&10561HTIleD HMID eriilly sTHMILLS euevwIBISHsT
BUDGET PROPOSALS 2016: SPECIALIZED AGRICULTURAL
AND FISHERY EXPORT ZONES
46/°18
2. ©0 (§:0:81) DBTER QeRDEVD Owmo

(oressryifl @ (SVTHF) LbSIL GsnTouigeo)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)

68028 DD ¥ YPOB® WIS GLIIBHDen ST

a1 y@mw - (1)

(@) () 2016 gudEed g 183 OB ©wdenodd
20D, @R YRBNB ymamed
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WEOBsY, 2016 d¥se ne B8800m i@
WEIE 801500 e Do BHOG edo wdebe;

(i) &> owdbrwdd amd 880y o ot
B e0edsY S¥e B85 ¢dny Gi1g) o
Bw¢® 05T 005 DRewsy B EHC;

(i) ©®® mBEEBm Wi BOS  @BBIED
DEREE  OOBO  ¢osies’ ®OS  Caess
@S S8s5IE;
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(iv)

2016 surey Qseeybal 550 183 oy @evss

wperRuwrflallsst  Ulysmrrd, Gassrreu  Lysio

SjemLogFifledr Qs meTem L UlrsL_esrsglsv
GO Ou” Bsirareurmy, STUNLSDHE,
wperRwrwiin’ . oflGF  HwHCSTLIL

wpmid ety ehmiwd susvwmbisafls, 2016
YD YeTged  STLGSILL L. eueVIWIBIS6TIedT
6TeBsTaws 1hema LHMILD Hsmeu STLGSSLILL (HeiTer
G)L_BIG6T WTEDEU 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

Gumhuig NCrrewemrtd@ ewiow, srLildsli L
PUCUT[H  UDWSSDHTHAYLD — STFTHISHS
Slerred  eghasiul L. Gwrds  GlFsveilsid
S65f1556vTI G 6TeMIoUETY 6TEITLIEN S W|LD;

Qs swHESTPL whmid ety P
aueLIWIBIG6Tl6T GUTMILIEHL 6ThS STEF BIMIU6TLD
TMMI6TETS) 6TEITLIENSU|LD;

2016 oD YEWTIG6L HEUITMHTEIT  6UEVUIBIGET
srilssiiu’ g wudler, Gupuy  speubleury
UG SGTSILD 6THMILOS 6u(Heu Tl WTESHETLINS
ujLo;

St @)FFewudg plellimyr?

(=) @)STCmeD, ersir?

asked the Minister of Social Welfare and Primary

Industries:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

how many of the specialized agricultural
and fishery export zones proposed to be
established according to Budget Proposal
No. 183 in the Budget 2016, as mentioned
in the manifesto of the Hon. Prime Minister,
were established in the year 2016 and where
they have been located;

the total expenditure borne by the
Government separately for each of the
zones so established according to the
aforesaid Proposal;

what Government agency bears the
responsibility  for  these  specialized
agricultural and fishery export zones; and

what export income was earned through
each such zone if such zones have been
established in the year 2016?

(b) Ifnot, why?

@G ¢ ©Ped Bwmo (88 yIWI® W YPOBm
®EDoIm g@amsn @)

(orewryflg swr swGs - Feps pevesryfl WHMID < TiDLIG
WHHCSTV HewLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Daya Gamage - Minister of Social Welfare and
Primary Industries)

OO DOIBNEDROB, OO yadmwd BT 0®eddi.
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(iii)

(v)
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asked the Minister of Science, Technology, Research,
Development and Vocational Training and
Kandyan Heritage:

Skills

(@)

(b)

(b)

Is he aware that -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

the Government Technical College in the
Jaffna District receives a large number of
applications annually for vocational training
but only a limited number of applicants are
selected;

thousands of unemployed youth in the
Jaffna District lose the opportunity of
receiving training from this Technical
College;

an extent of 6 acres belonging to the
Weeerasingham  Central ~ College in
Meesalei in Thenmarachchi area has been
given for constructing another technical
college in the Jaffna District for the benefit
of those young persons; and

the project proposal sent to the National
Planning Department by the authorities of
the Department of Vocational Training that
inspected the said land, has been approved?

Will he inform this House -

(M

(ii)

whether financial allocations have been
made to commence the preliminary work
relating to the construction of the Meesalai
new Technical College; and

if so, the date on which the construction
work of the said Technical College would
commence?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils, Local
Government and Sports:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date on which the present Chief
Minister of the Sabaragamuwa Province
assumed office;

(i) ‘the number of foreign visits he has
engaged in from the date that he assumed
office up to now;

(iif)  the objects of each of those foreign visits;
(iv) the expenditure incurred in that regard; and

(v) the benefits received by the people of
Sabaragamuwa as a result of those visits?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the total number of students who appeared
for the G.CE (Ordinary Level)
Examination form Moneragala District in
2015;

(ii)) the number of students who got through the
G.C.E. (Ordinary Level) Examination, out
of the above number;

(iii)  the total number of students who appeared

for the G.CE. (Advance Level)
Examination from the above district in
2015; and

(iv) the number of students who gained
admission to universities out of the above
number, in relation to each course
separately?

(b)  Will he also inform this House whether he will
present to this House a report comparing the
results of the Grade 5 Scholarship Examination,
G.CE (Ordinary Level) and G.C.E. (Advance
Level) Examinations of the Moneragala District
with the overall national result?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Post, Postal Services and
Muslim Religious Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware that the building which
houses the Vijithapura Post Office opened
in 1994 has been in a ramshackle condition
and is faced with the risk of collapsing due
to lack of reconstruction; and

(ii)) of the date on which action will be taken to
reconstruct the building concerned?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous
Medicine:

(a) Ishe aware that-

() a special fund was established in year 2009
with the objective of eradicating
Thalassemia from the North Western
Province by year 2020; and

(if)  although a Special Investigation Committee
was appointed to look into the misuse of
more than 10 million rupees of that fund, its
report is yet to be published?

(b) if so, will he inform this House, the measures that
will be taken by the Ministry against the relevant
persons after publishing the investigation report?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of National
Policies and Economic Affairs:
(a)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the date on which the Anti-Corruption
Committee Secretariat was established;
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(if)  the duration which the aforesaid Secretariat
functioned;

(iii) the strength of the staff that had been
attached to that Secretariat;

(iv) the number of complaints received by that
Secretariat during the aforesaid period,

(v) the manner in which such complaints were
referred to relevant institutes for further
investigation; and

(vi) the total expenditure that was incurred on
maintaining that Secretariat during the
aforesaid period?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of City Planning and Water
Supply:
(a)  Ishe aware that-

(i) a 02 hour-water cut per day has been in
operation in Kolonnawa Urban Council
limits for a long time; and

(ii) at the same time, the pressure of pipe-borne
water remains very low for most part of the
day?

(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) the reasons for such water cuts and drop in
water pressure,

(i)  what alternative solutions it has at present;

(iii) whether any course of action has been
formulated to implement those solutions;
and

(iv) what the specific dates for giving solutions
to problems referred to in (i) above?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Provincial Councils, Local
Government and Sports:

(@)

(b)

©

(d)

Will he inform this House of-

() the names of the current employees of the
Road Passenger Transport Authority of
North Western Province;

(i) the names, addresses and educational
qualifications of the Board of Directors; and

(iii) the number of passenger transport permits
issued by the said Authority, separately for
each route number?

Will he also inform this House-

(i) whether he is aware of the fact that 4
passenger transport permit books of that
Authority have been misplaced; and

(i) if so, what legal action has been taken in
that regard?

Will he further inform this House of the steps
taken by the Ministry to administer the Road
Passenger Transport Authority of North Western
Province in line with the good governance policies
of the current Government, as allegations of being
a corrupt institution at present have been leveled
against that institution?

If not, why?
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SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

Sir, on behalf of the Leader of the House of
Parliament, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 8 of

the Parliament and the motion agreed to by Parliament on 20.06.2018,
the hours of sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 10.00 a.m. to
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12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At 11.00 a.m., Standing Order
No. 8(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m., Mr. Speaker shall
adjourn the Parliament without question put."

g S Y, ewr ®@» Sa.
afleorr aAQSHLILIL (B sTHmIsCIETeTeTLILIL LG
Question put, and agreed to.
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PRIVILEGE MOTIONS
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"LANKADEEPA" REPORT OF 21ST JUNE, 2018
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(The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka)

Sir, on behalf of the Leader of the House of
Parliament, I move,

"That the question of privilege arising out of the matter raised by the
Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, M.P. on 22" June, 2018 in
Parliament to the effect that his privileges have been infringed, be

referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges under Standing Order
No. 118 of the Parliament."

g S8z 8, weo e3@@» Ses.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. SELVAM
ADAIKKALANATHAN] took the Chair.

Gwssallar  Llrgls  sallFreri  gyeuiser

®O Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, please.

B 8w BOSen BA yhew-tdImoen
LOT&TERT FeDLSBET CHTHVB6T FL_L & FiTd)(1hd 5 BI%H6iT
REFORMS TO PROVINCIAL COUNCILS ELECTION LAWS

[11.23a.m.]

®0 98.8. 05 BSsT Swmo

(omessrLyif)@ 6TiD.6y. FLOBHHTeir)

(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I will move
the following Adjournment Motion:

"Whereas the terms of office of three Provincial Councils came to
an end in October, 2017.

And whereas no election to the said three councils have been
conducted to date owing to the fact that the Provincial Councils
Elections Act was amended in order to introduce reforms to the
electoral process.

And whereas three more Provincial Councils will end their
respective terms of office by October 2018.

No election to any Provincial Council can be held due to the fact
that the electoral reforms are not yet complete.

An urgent priority has arisen to complete the electoral reforms so
that the franchise of the people of the several provinces are not
denied any further.

We urge the Government to complete the electoral reforms to the
Provincial Councils Election laws immediately without any further
delay.

And if it is not possible to complete the said reforms within the next
two months, we urge that the Provincial Councils (Amendment)
Act, No. 17 0of 2017 be repealed immediately so that elections to the
Provincial Councils can be held without any further postponement."

Sir, I think it is important to set out the background to
the present situation. After this Government took office in
August, 2015, several reform processes were undertaken.
There were important reforms to the Constitution that
were pledged and in January, 2016, a Resolution was
presented to Parliament to appoint a Constitutional
Assembly and undertake that task of drafting a
Constitution for this country. That was adopted
unanimously by this House on the 09" of March, 2016.

There were three important issues that were identified
in that particular process: one was to address the national
issue, to finally settle the issue that had plagued this
country for 70 years by proper devolution of powers to
provinces; secondly, to address the issue of the Executive
Presidency and to make a decision with regard to the
pledges given to this country continuously prior to every
Presidential Election that the Executive Presidency would
be abolished and thirdly, to reform the electoral laws.

Since 1978 this country has been using the
Proportional Representation System and after several
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years, various shortcomings of this System were
identified. The most important of them being that there
is no Member of Parliament who is accountable to a
particular constituency. All Members of Parliament
represent a district or another and in that context it is
difficult to identify Members who are accountable to the
people of particular constituencies. So, a promise was
given that the electoral system would be reformed.

There was also allegation with regard to preferential
voting system in the PR System and therefore, in that
Constitutional Assembly process, the Steering Committee
started discussing the reforms to electoral process as the
first item. One or two Parties insisted that that must be
urgently addressed and so that issue was taken up as the
first matter. In those discussions, an alternate proposal
was put forward that is extant in some countries in the
world known as the "Mixed Member Proportion" - MMP
- which is meant to be an overall PR System. Within it
you accommodate persons who are elected from specific
constituencies and in order to maintain that overall
proportional representation, a certain percentage of
Members are then appointed. So, it was necessary to
identify the ratio between those Members who would be
directly elected by constituencies and those Members who
would be appointed as a compensatory PR so that the
overall representation in Parliament would be in
accordance with the vote that was cast by the people.

In those discussions several models were examined
and at one stage, there was a policy decision taken, that
Parties were generally in agreement with the MMP with
60:40 ratio: 60 to come from constituencies directly and
the other 40 to be appointed so that the entire 100 per cent
would be proportionally representative. Thereafter, there
were disputes with regard to various details such as
cutoffs, bonus, et cetera. The Steering Committee of the
Constitutional Assembly left it as it was with that position
on the principle of MMP - 60:40 - and then we moved on
to discuss other issues.

By this time, there were local authorities - several
municipal councils, urban councils and pradeshiya sabhas
- that had run their terms and election to those local
authorities was pending and there was a long delay in
holding those elections.

Since there was an overall agreement that the election
to Parliament would be on MMP - 60:40, it was decided
to introduce the same system to the other two tiers,
namely, the provincial councils and the local authorities
also. So, the Local Authorities Elections Law was
amended introducing the MMP principle and making it
60:40 - 60 from wards and the balance 40 as a
compensatory PR. Similarly, the Provincial Councils
Elections Act was also amended.

As I have said in the Motion, three councils ended
their terms in October last year and the elections were due
to those three councils. But in keeping with these overall
general agreement of a Mixed Member Proportion system
and a 60:40 ratio, the Provincial Councils Elections Act

was sought to be amended. Now, at that stage, some
political Parties insisted that 60:40 ratio will not be
acceptable to them and that it must be made 50:50. So,
that change - 50:50 - was made to Both in the Local
Authorities Election Law reform and the Provincial
Council Election reform, there was no cut-off that was
introduced and in accordance with the Amendment that
had been effected to the Local Authorities Elections Act,
elections to all the local authorities, except one, were held
in the country on the 10™ of February this year. The
Government said, " Let us have the elections to local
authorities under the new system on an experimental
basis and see the results, see what we get." This was
what the Hon. Prime Minister repeatedly said, “on an
experimental basis.”

Hon. Deputy Chairman, when results came for the
local authorities elections that was held on the 10™ of
February this year, we found that almost half the number
of councils did not have a majority for any single party
to form an administration. There was a serious issue of
stability to form an administration. In the next few
months, we found, we saw for ourselves, the difficulties
in forming administrations to those councils. So that
experiment, the so-called experiment of a 60:40 MMP
without a cut-off and without bonus in order to achieve
stability was exposed. It was shown to be a failure.

In the meantime, in the Provincial Councils Elections
Law reform which this Parliament approved and was
certified on the 22™ of September, 2017 - I refer to the
Provincial Councils Elections(Amendment) Act, No. 17
of 2017 - it was provided that a Delimitation Committee
would be tasked with proposing boundaries to electorates
for the provincial councils and thereafter that report
would be submitted to Parliament.

®S Bewdsns 002 eswrsBn®s
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

I am still moving the Adjournment Motion. So, there
cannot be a time limit.

®0; Bends 0% 811 Bn®)

(wresrfl g Guwsseallsr Lrdg sallFreri Hjeuidser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
Okay.

@0 8.8, 30T BSsT Swmn
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(The Hon. M. A. Sumanthiran)

The Committee should submit the report to the
Minister who within two weeks should present it to
Parliament. On the 14th of February, this year, the
Committee submitted its Report to the Hon. Minister and
he, within two weeks, presented it to Parliament. I refer
to Section 3A of the Provincial Councils Elections Act, as
amended by Act No. 17 of 2017. Subsection (11) of
Section 3A of the Act states, I quote:
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"The Committee shall submit its report to the Minister, who shall
within two weeks of the receipt of such report, table it in Parliament
for its approval by not less than two-thirds of the whole number of
Members of Parliament (including those not present) voting in its
favour."

And, Subsection (12) of Section 3A states:

"Where Parliament does not approve such report in terms of
subsection (11) within one month of the tabling of the report, then
the Speaker shall appoint a Review Committee, consisting of five
persons representing the major communities and, headed by the
Prime Minister."

Now, by the end of March this year, that one month
had elapsed. Therefore, in terms of the law, Parliament
had not approved the Report that was submitted to
Parliament by the Minister in terms of Subsection (11) of
the Act and therefore, it was obligatory on the part of the
Speaker to appoint a Review Committee. That Review
Committee had to make its report within two months. So,
by the end of March, Parliament had not approved it.
Therefore, by the end of May, the Report of the Review
Committee should have come to Parliament but no
Review Committee has been appointed and nothing has
been done after the Hon. Minister presented the
Delimitation Report to Parliament in February 2018. Five
months have elapsed since the submission of the
Delimitation Report to Parliament by the Minister.

That is why in the Motion, I have said that the reform
process has not yet been completed. But, what is the
effect of this whole process being deadlocked like this or
being in limbo like this? The net effect is, when no
elections are being held in the three Provincial Councils
that completed their terms last year, and if this continues,
the three more Provincial Councils which complete their
terms in October this year, no election can be held for
those three Provincial Councils also.

Periodical elections are the foundation of a democratic
system. I have heard many times that holding periodical
elections is not the only feature of democracy. That is
true. But, that is the foundation. Without timely periodical
elections, there cannot be democracy; it cannot be even
called a democratic system. Here, we are faced with a
situation where due to an amendment that was approved
by this House by two-thirds majority and due to the fact
that that is not being worked, elections are not being held
and the franchise of the people of those three provinces
have denied now for several months.

I think it is important that this House undo those knots
that were put in place by ourselves in that Amendment
Act, No. 17 of 2017 expeditiously so that elections can be
held. Our experience with the Local Government
Elections that were held in February, 2018 is that even
60:40 is not acceptable and will not result in stable
institutions. How much worse will it be when you have a
system of 50:50 ratio? No Provincial Council will be able
to form an administration. So, that must be reviewed; that
must be changed. An amendment must be brought in to
this House to change that ratio. Our position is that it must
be 70:30 if stable administrations are to be formed in the
provinces. But, that must be discussed.

Here, we are in a situation where even the time
prescribed by our own Act, which we approved in
September last year has not been followed. We have not
even debated the Delimitation Report within one month.
That has not been accepted. And if it is not accepted, the
law says, there must be a Review Committee which must
submit a Report within two months. More than three
months have lapsed beyond that and we do not have a
Review Committee. So, we have a situation where by
inaction of Parliament, elections to Provincial Councils
are being delayed and long delayed. If the local
authorities elections were held on an experimental basis,
as I said before, that exposed the shortcomings of a 60:40
system. So, that must be remedied immediately and an
acceptable ratio be found and we must immediately move
forward and have the elections.

I have also said that if this process cannot be
completed within the next two months, elections must
nevertheless be held. Elections cannot be postponed or
put off merely because we are unable to complete a
reform process to the Election Law. That is totally
unacceptable, that violates, that shakes the very
foundation of democracy and that is why I move with
respect that if within the next two months this reform
process cannot be completed by consensus, then
Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment) Act, No. 17
of 2017 must be repealed in order that elections are held
on time. Already it is late, but elections must be held on
time and then we can take our own cool time to discuss
what is acceptable system of elections for the Provincial
Councils.

Thank you.

®6 Bendss 0% 811 Rn®)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
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(pgeOaui)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the
Opposition)
Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees.

I am happy to second the Motion that has been moved
by the Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, Member of Parliament.
He has dealt, Sir, primarily with the issue of the elections
not being held and discussed various steps that have been
taken thus far and also discussed what needs to be done to
ensure that democracy is functional in the provinces and
that elections are held without undue further delay.

That, no doubt Sir, is a very serious issue which also
raises the question of whether Governments in this
country are seriously committed to democracy
functioning in regard to provincial governance.
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There has been a long-standing demand in this country
in regard to the sharing of powers of governance. This
has been invoked for a long time. In fact, I might mention
that the first person in this country who talked in terms of
arrangements that would ensure a credible sharing of
powers of governance was the late Hon. S.W.R.D.
Bandaranaike when he returned to this country in the
1920s. He delivered several speeches and wrote several
articles advocating a system of governance that would
enable the sharing of power; that would enable regions or
provinces to be able to exercise powers of governance. It
has been almost a century since that happened. That
happened in the 1920s. Almost a century will pass in a
few more years since that happened and we have not been
able to have in place a credible power-sharing
arrangement, an effective power-sharing arrangement
where we can also ensure that elections are held at the
proper time.

I propose, Sir, to use the little time that is available to
me to address the issue of not merely holding the
Provincial Council Election which has been dealt with
fairly comprehensively by the Mover of the Motion, but I
would also like to ensure that Provincial Councils are able
to function effectively so as to serve the people in the
provinces in terms of the powers vested in the provinces.
That too is a very serious issue which needs to be
addressed.

Provincial Councils, Sir, came about in this country in
1987, 1988 when there was the Thirteenth Amendment to
the Constitution and it will be interesting for us to observe
what happened after 1987 and 1988 when there was the
Thirteenth Amendment. When the Thirteenth Amendment
came about, the late President Jayewardene was the
President of this country. He was succeeded by the late
President Ranasinghe Premadasa. The late President
Ranasinghe Premadasa being fully aware that the
Thirteenth Amendment was inadequate to enable
provinces to govern their areas effectively and to ensure
that the people were really, truly the beneficiaries of
provincial governance, appointed a Select Committee
chaired by the late Hon. Mangala Moonesinghe, a leading
Member of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, to submit a
report in regard to a new Constitution which would also
encompass the issue of provincial governance. There
was a Report submitted by the late Hon. Mangala
Moonesinghe that took the constitutional arrangements
pertaining to provincial governance far beyond the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution. That was
followed, Sir, in 1994 when ex-President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga became the President.

She came up with Proposals in 1995, 1997 and
eventually there were Constitutional Proposals that were
tabled in Parliament in 2000 August with the blessings of
the present President, Hon. Maithripala Sirisena and the
former President, Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa, both of
whom were Cabinet Ministers in the Cabinet of Madam
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga and they had
approved the Proposals that came to Parliament in 2000
August.

Then, during President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s time,
there was the All Party Representative Committee -
APRC - appointed by him and the Multi Ethnic Experts
Committee appointed by him and statements and
speeches made by him which talked of maximum
possible devolution, which talked of power-sharing
arrangements that are available in the other countries
which he wanted the experts to study as a basis for their
Proposals. He wanted people to determine their destiny in
the areas in which they lived and there was the Hon.
(Prof.) Tissa Vitarana's All Party Representative
Committee - APRC - which came up with these
Proposals. These are all, Sir, matters of record. I am
mentioning these matters to show, Sir, that after the
enactment of the Thirteenth Amendment, from the time
of the enactment of Thirteenth Amendment until now,
steps have been taken by every single President and every
single Government to enact the new Constitution which
contains proposals in regard to provincial governance that
went far beyond the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution.

Hon. Sumanthiran, Sir, in the course of his speech,
has referred to the steps that have been taken by the
present Government: the Resolution adopted in 2016; the
Constitutional Assembly being set up; the Steering
Committee and the Subcommittees being set up; the work
they have performed; the Reports they have submitted
and the Debates that have taken place on those Reports.
We have done all this.

Sir, one might ask the question as to why all the steps
taken by the former Governments of President
Premadasa, President Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga and President Mahinda Rajapaksa were not
successful. It could probably be said that those
governments were not in a position to muster a two-thirds
majority. But, we are now in a position in this Parliament
with an alliance within the two main Parties, though some
Members of the SLFP and the UPFA are presently in the
Opposition. We know that their thinking on this question
has always been progressive. I can see the Hon. A.D.
Susil Premajayantha looking at me; I am aware
personally that, for instance, his thinking on this issue has
always been progressive. We may be in a position; we are
in a position to muster a two-thirds majority which will
enable the enactment of a new Constitution within the
framework of an undivided and perpetually indivisible
country that will put this problem to an end; that will
bring this issue to an end. Give this country the freedom
to move forward. That is why, Sir, I think it is
fundamental that we also address the question of what
needs to be done to ensure that the failures of the former
governments do not deter us under the new context in
which we are.

There has been substantial consensus built around all
the earlier proposals during President Premadasa’s time,
during President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga’s
time and during President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s time. We
are able now in the present Parliament as presently
constituted to take this process forward.

Sir, our country has no future unless we have a new
Constitution which would end the conflict that has arisen
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in this country as a result of the national question. In fact,
in the last few days in Parliament, over a speech made by
a State Minister, there has been a lot of agitation.
Understandably, why is all this happening? All this is
happening because there is no final resolution of the
conflict and because we have not been able to frame a
Constitution, which all of us can accept while every
opportunity has existed to frame such a Constitution.

The late Hon. Bandaranaike, as I said Sir, in 1926
when he returned from Oxford, almost a century ago,
suggested arrangements that could keep this country as a
united, undivided country. That is what he wanted. He
remained committed to that position, Sir, and he was the
first Sinhalese leader who entered into a pact with a Tamil
Leader, my Leader, the late Hon. S.J.V. Chelvanayakam,
in order to give this country regional autonomy. The late
Hon. Bandaranaike was the first Sinhalese leader who did
that. Nobody else was able to do that. Today, I see that
the late Hon. Bandaranaike's Party, the Party which he
founded, the Sri Lanka Freedom Party is sought to be
dispensed with and there is coming into existence a new
political party called the “Pohottuwa” - the Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna - which is said to be comprising of -
I am not saying, “comprising of” I am saying, “said to be
comprising of” - even some senior members of the SLFP.
I want to raise a question in Parliament and raise it before
the whole country as to how it can ever be possible for
anyone to dispense with the Party founded by the late
Hon. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike in the 50s’ when he
resigned from the then UNP Government and crossed
over to the Opposition. It was a Party which he led, a
Party through which he governed, a Party through which
several of his successors governed in this country; how
that Party can be abandoned in favour of the new Party
that came into existence just a couple of months ago?

What I think, Sir, is that Provincial Council Elections
must be held. They are important, they cannot be delayed
and they must be held early. But, before the Provincial
Council Elections are held, to make provincial autonomy
meaningful, something that will effectively give power to
people at the provincial level, the new Constitution that
we are proposing must be enacted addressing primarily
the main issues referred to by the Mover of the this
Adjournment Motion, the national question, provincial
governance, provincial or regional autonomy, Executive
Presidency and the new electoral reform process.

This proposed Constitution must be brought to
Parliament and enacted by Parliament before the
Provincial Council Elections are held. I find the Hon.
Dinesh Gunawardena looking at me and listening to me
very carefully. I am sure he is in agreement with me that
we must bring a Constitution before the Provincial
Council Elections are held without delaying the
Provincial Council Elections and the Constitution must be
passed giving the provinces real power, substantial power,
as the Hon. Mahinda Rajapaksa said, "maximum possible
devolution". People must be able to determine their
destiny in the areas in which they live and we must adopt
models of devolution that prevail in the other parts of the
world. That I think, Sir, must happen even before the
Provincial Council Elections are held.

So, my submission would be, Sir, that while I am in
total agreement with this Motion, that democracy must be
restored in the provinces and there must be -early
Provincial Council Elections and this tendency to give
step-motherly treatment to provinces is unacceptable. I
would also urge that the only way in which that can be
ensured is by introducing the new Constitution that gives
the provinces substantial power and ensures that elections
are held in due time and that the people in the provinces
as the beneficiaries of such power are able to govern
themselves in the areas in which they live. Thank you,
Sir.

®S Bewdss 2002 eswrsBn®r

(oressryfl @ Gusseallsr rdg sallereri Hjeuider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Thank you very much. The next speaker is, the Hon.
Karunarathna Paranawithana.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.30 p.m. and then resumed,

DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON. J.M. ANANDA KUMARASIRI] in
the Chair.

[1.30 p.m.]

@G 695 HBRO s (HOS BIEH® ¥ BE wdBIEH
2@ ®)

(wreryfl@g meyls andid - BEHIS SO » wHmID BT
CUPBIGE) S|HLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem - Minister of City Planning and
Water Supply)

Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I must first congratulate you as
this is the first time [ am addressing this august Assembly
while you are in the Chair after having assumed office in
this exalted place as its Deputy Speaker. Let me wish you
all the very best in carrying out your functions of looking
after the affairs of this House.

Having said that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are
debating today the Adjournment Motion moved by the
Hon. Sumanthiran relating to the Provincial Councils
Election System that we have introduced recently and we
are caught up in a dilemma as to proper implementation
of that system since it is in a state of limbo having not
presented the Delimitation Committee Report. Though
having presented it in March, we are now well passed the
time frame within which this particular Report should
have been discussed and passed.

Having said that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, in our country
ever since the adult franchise was introduced, we have
been having different systems of elections at different
periods of times. But, subsequently, of late, we have now
come to a position where virtually the country has
become a veritable laboratory for testing out election
systems. None of these tests have become positive for the
reason that we cannot address the concerns of different
sections of the people, different communities, and there
are complaints about the features of whatever system we
introduce. But, of late, the system that we introduced,
even in the process, I have pointed out that it was
introduced very surreptitiously without even the majority
of the Members knowing as to what they were going to
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do. All of a sudden, in the pretext of introducing some
amendments which were originally in the Order Paper
relating to women representation, an entire new system of
election was stealthily and surreptitiously introduced to
the House. I was one of those people, a Party Leader, who
had taken strong objections to the process in which that
Provincial Council Elections Law was brought to the
House and introduced. We made several protests and
having got some assurances from the Prime Minister that
we agreed to look at all the concerns that the minority
communities have, particularly the dispersed communities
like the upcountry Tamils and the Muslims who had got
very serious issues pertaining to the new system, they
agreed even to convert the proportion of First-Past-the-
Post Electorates to that of the Proportional Representation
Seats; the amended 60:40 proportion was to be amended
further to 50:50.

Having observed what happened in the Local
Government Elections under the new system on the 10®
of February, it became very clear to most of us that the
new system - though was meant to get rid of a variety of
negative features - it further aggravated the existing
situation. For instance, as far as the amount of money
spent on territorial constituency, a ward is concerned, we
expected, if we got rid of the preferential voting system,
the tendency for giving inducements to voters would be
reduced. But, what we observed was, the tendency to
induce voters became much easier. It was within a limited
territorial ward, people started doling out money and
various other inducements to buy votes.

This is what we observed. And the Election
Commission was quite aware that even religious places of
worship such as mosques, Buddhist temples, Hindu
temples and churches became places where you could do
political activities. There were some specific instances
where we even took up objections with the Election
Commission and they sent special observers. There were
several letters exchanged between the Returning Officers
in that area to prevent such abuse taking place. But the
electoral abuse was increased in many folds despite the
fact that these were to be addressed through the new
system.

Now, looking at this Delimitation Committee Report, I
must point out that we have only got Volume I of the
Delimitation Committee Report that has been tabled.
There is a further volume which contains representations
made by various different organizations in every district.
We are not furnished with that second volume for us to
examine whether sufficient attention has been paid by the
Delimitation Committee to the observations and
memoranda submitted by different organizations at
district level. This includes not only political parties but
also civil society organizations and individuals. This had
to be placed before the House for us to have a complete
discussion. But in any event, this is only an exercise in
hindsight the relevant period within which this should be
debated had passed and now almost five months have
lapsed since the presentation of the Delimitation
Committee Report. That is one matter.

Then, the Provincial Councils Elections (Amendment)
Act, No. 17 of 2017 proposes to consider multi-member
electorates in demarcation. The Committee deliberately
turned down all the proposals for multi-member
electorates made by us in many places such as
Akkaraipattu, Pottuvil, Mawanella, Deltota, Hewaheta,
Galle and Kuliyapitiya. For these areas, we made very
valid presentations to create multi-member electorates to
accommodate minority representation in those areas.
Those were turned down without giving sufficient
reasons.

Then, the criteria defined to demarcate the electorates
by the Delimitation Commission were very unrealistic
and fundamentally wrong. For instance, population range
for an electorate was determined very arbitrarily. Some
criteria for majority and the minorities living in
geographically scattered areas had been determined
without sufficient concern for the need to create smaller
electorates or to ensure multi-member constituencies are
created. Also, they have rejected some proposals saying
that we have no mandate to divide a historical area into
two electorates. For instance in Polonnaruwa, we made a
very, very strong representation in order to have at least
one member from the Muslim community elected from
the Lankapura area and from certain adjoining areas
dividing certain Grama Niladhari Divisions. That was
even turned down. Up to date, we have continuously been
having certain members elected.

We have today a document that the Hon. Speaker has
circulated to all the Members of Parliament which has
been received from the Chairman of the Delimitation
Commission which very clearly enunciates what type of
injustice will be done to smaller communities. I can refer
to the Muslim community here. The Chairman of the
Delimitation Commission in his letter very clearly lays
out a table in the very first page. At the last Provincial
Council Election, the number of members returned to
each Provincial Council on behalf of the Muslim
community was 43. But in the proposed 50 per cent
electorates in the new system, they have been able to
demarcate only 13 electorates in the entire country,
whereas we have had 43 members in all the Provincial
Councils in the previous election. If you add further 50
per cent, it will become 26 members. That is far below
the 43 members we have had in the earlier system. This
has seriously done injustice when you look at the Muslim
community’s interests alone.

Then, if you look at the up-country Tamils too this
issue will arise. Of course, they have not divided the up-
country Tamils separately. They have not shown it
separately, perhaps for the reason that they have put them
into the same category as Tamils and have given a table
for us to look at to see how the representation will get
affected. It has already got affected by this delimitation
that has already been done.

@06 Berdts mOBNEHRO)

(wrevrfl@ Urdld FurbTwsi SjeuTger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Minister, you have only one more minute.
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(The Hon. Rauff Hakeem)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I have two other Members who
will be speaking on behalf of my Party somewhere down
the line. I will take their time as well.

We suspect that whether the Committee works on a
fixed agenda. Demarcation was done prior to public
announcement. That is how we see what has happened
here. They have had a particular mindset with which they
have approached this issue, because only a limited period
was available. Such an exercise will have to take several
months to complete. But since they were forced to
complete it within a particular period of time, they
ignored a variety of different, very valid and justifiable
representations that have been made on behalf of different
communities. Those representations have arbitrarily been
turned down by the Commission. It failed to
accommodate very reasonable appeals of political parties,
civil society organizations and individuals.

The Committee divided and negated the appeals and
proposals of renowned scholar and a Muslim
representative Prof. Hasbullah who was there as a
Member of the Commission. He too was talking to us in a
very dejected mindset saying that his appeals fell on deaf
ears. Of course, he may not admit it in public but this is
something that he shared with us whenever we had
discussions with him on this issue.

Therefore, from the Report the Chairman himself has
sent to the Hon. Speaker it is very evident and very
obvious for all of us to see the way in which they have
advised themselves to do this Report and how the impact
of this is going to affect different communities. This is
quite apparent for all of us to see. To convince the
Muslim community to accept this Report is impossible as
far as we are concerned.

Therefore, what we are asking is that we totally ignore
this new system and get back to the old system. I must
also very clearly say here there are a variety of parties
which are attempting to continue to tinker with this new
system, refine it further in order to appease various
different sections and hold elections thereafter. The
purpose there I must say very clearly - oo, Bewdss
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Faiszer Musthapha. You have 25
minutes.

[2.13p.m.]
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(The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha - Minister of Provincial
Councils, Local Government and Sports)
Hon. Deputy Speaker, I am thankful for the
opportunity to speak on the Adjournment Motion dealing

with Provincial Councils and their Electoral System.

Firstly, T would like to state in this House that the
Provincial Councils Elections cannot be delayed at any
cost. Since the Hon. Anura Dissanayake is leaving the
House, I would like to mention something before he goes.

Political parties should think of the country first before
they think of their pound of flesh. I am very thankful to
the Hon. Member - I know that the PR System would be
more beneficial to the JVP than a Mixed System - for
realizing the consequences the country had faced as a
result of the Preferential Vote System.

The responsibility of holding the Provincial Councils
Elections does not lie only with the Government, but with
the entire 225 Members. Normally, being the Minister of
Provincial Councils and Local Government, the finger
would be pointed at me. But, as you all know, my
function was to table the Delimitation Committee Report
and I did it within the time.

Today, we are debating, not the Provincial Councils
Electoral System, but the Delimitation Committee
Report. I state with responsibility that the Delimitation
Committee appointed should take the total responsibility
with regard to this mess. I wrote to the Delimitation
Committee requesting that before the Report was handed
over to me that an All Party Conference be called, that all
Parties be consulted and consequent to that, the Report be
tabled to be gazetted. Sir, I table* that letter written by
me to Mr. K Thavalingam, Chairman of the Delimitation
Committee and also the Report of the Delimitation
Committee.
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It being 6.30 p.m., THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 1.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, 17th July, 2018.
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in their copy and sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks
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