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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 17" August,2015)

A

Abeygunawardana, Pahalage Rohitha Piyathissa (Kalutara)
Abeysekara, Sisira Kumara, Walimuni Mendis Priyanjith Hemantha (Puttalam)
Abeysinghe, Ashok (Kurunegala)

Abeywardena, Lakshman Yapa (National List)

Abeywardena, Mahinda Yapa (Matara)

Abeywardana, Wajira (Galle)

Adaikkalanathan, A. (Vanni)

Alagiyawanna, Lasantha A. (Gampaha)

Alahapperuma,Dullas Daham Kumara (Matara)

Alawathuwala, J.C. (Kurunegala)

Aluthgamage, Aluthgamage Ananda (Mahanuwara)

Aluthgamage, Mahindananda Meethalawe (Mahanuwara)
Aluvihare, Ranjith (Matale)

Aluvihare, Wasantha (Matale)

Amarasena, Indunil Thushara Girana Pathirannehelage (Kurunegala)
Amaratunga, John Anthony Emmanuel (Gampaha)

Amaraweera, Mahinda (Hambantota)

Amunugama, Dilum Suraj Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Amunugama, Sarath (National List)

Appuhamy, Makavita Arachchige Don Hector Hygenus (Puttalam)
Ashoka, Priyantha R.D. (Puttalam)

Atukorale, Mrs. Thalatha (Ratnapura)

B

Balasuriya, Tharaka Ramanya (Kegalle)

Bandara, Mrs. Kulathunga Dissanayaka Mudiyanselage Chandrani Ofeeliya (Anuradhapura)
Bandara, R.B. Palitha Range (Puttalam)

Bandaranayake, Indika (Kurunegala)

Bandarigoda, Bandula Lal (Galle)

Basnayaka, Basnayaka Mudiyanselage Dilhan Tharanath (Kurunegala)

C

Chandrasena Samarakoon Mudiyanselage, (Anuradhapura)
Chandrasiri, Gajadeera Vidhanearachchige Bans (Matara)
Colonne, Nalaka Prasad (Polonnaruwa)

D

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla) [Resigned on 14™ September, 2015]
De Mel, Sirinal (National List)

De Silva, Agampodi Mohan Priyadarshana (Galle)

De Silva, Haduwameregngna Piyal Nishantha (Kalutara)
De Silva, Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, Nileththi Nimal Siripala (Badulla)

De Zoysa, Thirimadura Ranjith (Ratnapura)

Devananda, Douglas (Jaffna)

Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayaka, Anura Kumara (Colombo)

Dissanayaka, D.T.W. Wimalaweera (Digamadulla)
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Dissanayake, Duminda (Anuradhapura)
Dissanayake, Eranjan Navin (Nuwara Eliya)
Dissanayake, Mayantha Yaswanth (Mahanuwara)
Dissanayake, S.B. (National List)

Dissanayake, Salinda (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, Weera Kumar (Anuradhapura)
Dushmantha, Hewa Ralalage Sarathi (Kegalle)

Ekanayake, T.B. (Kurunegala)

Faizal, Mohomed Cassim Mohomed (Digamadulla)

Fernando, Arundika (Puttalam)

Fernando, Harin (Badulla)

Fernando, Johnston Xavier (Kurunegala)

Fernandopulle, Mrs. Perpatchuwa Sudarshini (Gampaha)

Fonseka, Gardihewa Sarath Chandralal Fonseka (National List) [From 08th February, 2016]
Fowzie, A. H. M. (National List)

G

Galappaththi Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Gamage, Daya (Digamadulla)

Gamage, Don Chandima (Anuradhapura)

Gamage, Mrs. Anoma (National List)

Gamalath, Siripala (Polonnaruwa)

Gammanpila, Udaya Prabhath (Colombo)

Ganesan, M. (Colombo)

Gankanda, Dunesh (Ratnapura)

Grero, Kondagamage Mohan Lal (Colombo)

Gunasekara, Edward Dehiwala Liyanage (Gampaha)

Gunasekera, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Padma Udaya Shantha (Monaragala)
Gunawardana, Bandula (Colombo)

Gunawardana, M.K.A.D.S. (National List) [Died : 19th January, 2016]
Gunawardena, Dinesh Chandra Rupasinghe (Colombo)

H

Hafees, Abdul Rauf Abdul (National List) [Resigned on 19th January, 2016]
Hakeem, A. Ibathul Rauff (Mahanuwara)

Handunnetti, Sunil (National List)

Harees, Habeeb Mohamed Mohamed (Digamadulla)

Harrison, Pelisge (Anuradhapura)

Hashim, Abdul Haleem Mohamad (Mahanuwara)

Hashim, Mohomed Kabir Mohamed (Kegalle)

Herath, H.M. Vijitha (Gampaha)

Herath, Kanaka (Kegalle)

Hizbullah, Muhammad Lebbe, Alim Muhammad (National List)

|

Indika, Anuruddha Herath Hitihami Appuhamilage Don (Gampaha)
Ishak, Abdul Rahuman (Anuradhapura)
Ismail, Seeni Mohamed Mohamed (National List) [From 08th June, 2018]
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J

Jayakody, Arachchilage Sisira (Gampaha)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayarathne, Anura Sydney (Polonnaruwa)

Jayarathne, Anuradha Lanka Pradeep (Mahanuwara)
Jayaratne, Piyankara (Puttalam)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekara, Premalal (Ratnapura)

Jayasena, Mrs. Sumedha G. (Monaragala)

Jayasuriya, Karu (National List)

Jayathilake, Malith (National List)

Jayathissa, Appuhamilage Nalinda (Kalutara)

Jayawardana, Herath Mudiyanselage Lucky Dissanayake (Mahanuwara)
Jayawardana, Senadheerage Don Kawinda Heshan (Gampaha)
Jayawickrama, Gamini (Kurunegala)

K

Kariyawasam, Akila Viraj (Kurunegala)

Karunanayake, Ravindra Sandresh (Colombo)

Karunatileka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kiriella, Lakshman Bandara, (Mahanuwara)

Kodeeswaran, Kaveendiran (Digamadulla)

Kumar, A. Aravindh (Badulla)

Kumar, M. Velu (Mahanuwara)

Kumarasingha, Mrs. Geetha Samanmalee (Galle) [Nomination void according to Supreme Court decision of 2nd November, 2017]
Kumarasiri, Jayasundara Mudiyanselage Ananda (Monaragala)

Lokuge, Gamini Kulawansha (Colombo)
M

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Ranjith (Monaragala)
Maharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Maheswaran, Mrs.Vijayakala (Jaffna)

Mannapperuma, A. Ajith Kumara (Gampaha)

Mansoor, Ibrahim Muhammad Muhammad (Digamadulla)

Marapana, Tilak Janaka (National List)

Marasinghe, Chandrajith Ashubodha (National List)

Marikkar, Saidulla Musthajab (Colombo)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Mayadunne, Sarath Chandrasiri (National List) [Resigned on 04th September, 2015]
Mohammadu, Abdullah Mahroof Mohammadu (Trincomalee)
Musthapha, Faiszer (National List)

Muthu, Sivalingam (Nuwara Eliya)

Muthuhettigamage, Nishantha (Galle)

Mutukumarana, Sarath Chandrasiri (Anuradhapura)

Mylvaganam, Thilakarajah (Nuwara Eliya)

N

Nanayakkara, Maligaspe Koralege Naleen Manusha (Galle)

Nanayakkara, Vasudeva (Ratnapura)

Navavi, Mohamed Haneefa Mohamed (National List) [Resigned on 23rd™ May, 2018]
Navinna, R.M.S.B. (Kurunegala)

Nazeer, Ahamadulebbe Mohamadu (National List)[From 06th February, 2018]
Nirmalanathan, Irudayanathan Charles (Vanni)
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P

Palany, Thigambaram (Nuwara Eliya)

Paranawithanage, Karunarathna (Ratnapura)

Pathirana, Akalanka Buddhika Uditha Dedduwa (Matara)
Pathirana, Ramesh Chandima Benthota (Galle)

Perera, Achchige Don Vithana Lakshaman Wasantha (Matale)
Perera, Ajith Pathmakantha (Kalutara)

Perera, Dilan (National List)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Kurugamage Sanath Nishantha (Puttalam)

Perera, Nanayakkara Warnakula Patabendige Niroshan Erdly Priyantha (Puttalam)
Piyadasa, Kalandugoda Kankanamge (Nuwara Eliya)
Premachandra, Mrs. Hirunika Eranjalee (Colombo)
Premadasa, Ambathanna Dewayalage (Kegalle)

Premadasa, Sajith (Hambantota)

Premajayantha, Achchige Don Susil (Colombo)

Premarathna, Suddachcharige (Matara)

Punchinilame, Susantha Galagamuwa (Trincomalee)

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)
Rahuman, Mohamed Mujibur (Colombo)
Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Chamal Jayantha (Hambantota)
Rajapaksa, Mahinda (Kurunegala)

Rajapaksa, Namal (Hambantota)

Rajapakshe, Wijeyadasa (Colombo)

Ramanathan, Angajan (National List)

Ramanayake, Sadda Widda A.A. Ranjan (Gampaha)
Rambukwella, Keheliya (Mahanuwara)

Ranasinghe Arachchige, Roshan Anuruddha (Polonnaruwa)
Ranathunga, Arjuna (Gampaha)

Ranathunga, Prasanna (Gampaha)

Ranawaka, Achchige Patali Champika (Colombo)
Ranaweera, Bulathwelage Prasanna (Gampaha)
Rathana Thero, Ven. Athuraliye (National List)
Rathnayake, Weerakoon Bimal Niroshan (National List) [From 14th September, 2015]
Rathnayake, R.M.C.B. (Nuwara Eliya)

Ratnayaka, Sagala Gajendra (Matara)

Ratwaththe, Lohan Evindra (Mahanuwara)

Rishad, Abdul (Vanni)

S

Salman, Mohomed Hafeel Mohomed (National List) [Resigned on 18th January, 2018]
Samarasinghe, Mahinda (National List)

Samarasinghe, Sandith (Kegalle)

Samaraweera, Jayantha (Kalutara)

Samaraweera, Mangala (Matara)

Samaraweera, Ravindra (Badulla)

Samarawickrama, Malik (National List)

Sampanthan, Rajavarothiam (Trincomalee)

Saravanapavan, Easvarapatham (Jaffna)

Semasinghe, Asanka Shehan (Anuradhapura)

Senanayake, Vasantha Naresh Parakkrama (Polonnaruwa)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Rajitha Harischandra (Kalutara)
Senaratne, Nambukara Halambage Chathura Sandeepa (Gampaha)
Senasinghe, Arjuna Sujeewa (Colombo)

Senathirajah, Mavai Somasuntharam (Jaftna)
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Senewirathne, Lakshman Pinthu Jayathilake (Badulla) [From 16th September, 2015]
Senewiratne, John (Ratnapura)

Seyed, Ali Zahir Moulana (Batticaloa)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Sihabdeen, Ameer Ali Seyed Mohammad (Batticaloa)
Sithadthan, Dharmalingam (Jaftna)

Sivamohan, Sivaprakasam (Vanni)

Sivasakthi, Annamalai Nadesu (Vanni)
Siyambalapitiya, Basnayaka Ralalage Ranjith (Kegalle)
Srineshan, Gnanamuthu (Batticaloa)

Sriskandarasa, Mrs. Shanthi (National List)
Sumanthiran, Mathiaparanan Abraham (Jaffna)
Sumathipala, Thilanga (National List)

Suresh, Vadivel (Badulla)

Swaminathan, D. M. (National List)

Tennakoon, Janaka Bandara (Matale)

Thewarapperuma, Palitha Kumara (Kalutara)

Thondaman, Arumugan (Nuwara Eliya)

Thowfeek, Mohammadu Shariff (National List) [From 22nd January, 2016]
Thurairetnasingam, Kathiragamaththamby (National List)

\%
Vidanagamage, Thenuka Amith (Badulla)
Vijitha, Berugoda Arachchige (Monaragala)
Viyalanderan, Sathasivam (Batticaloa)

\\4

Wakkumbura, Janaka (Ratnapura)

Wanniarachchi, Mrs. Pavithra Devi (Ratnapura)
Warnakulasooriya, Antony Nimal Lanza (Gampaha)
Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weerakkodi, Chandima (Galle)

Weerawansa, Wimal (Colombo)

Welgama, Kumara (Kalutara)

Wickramanayaka, Vidura (Kalutara)

Wickramaratne, Eran (Colombo)

Wickramaratne, Jayampathi (National List)

Wickremesinghe, Ranil (Colombo)

Wijayawardene, Dinendra Ruwan (Gampaha)

Wijemanna, Mrs. Thusitha (Kegalle)

Wijemanne, Lakshman Ananda (Kalutara)

Wijepala, Bopagoda Hettiarachchige (Galle)

Wijerathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiye Gedara Rohini Kumari (Matale)
Wijesekera, Arachchige Ganepola Duleep Pandula Perera (Gampaha)
Wijesekera, Kanchana Vodatha (Matara)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)
Wijethunga, A. A. (Ratnapura)

Wijewickrama, Mrs. Radampala Gamage Sriyani (Digamadulla)
Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Wijaya (Ratnapura)

Y

Yapa,Appuhamillage, Anura Priyadharshana (Kurunegala)
Yoheswaran, Seeniththamby (Batticaloa)

Z

Zoysa, Wijith Wijayamuni (National List)
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Minister of Public Enterprise and Kandy City Development and the Leader of the House of Parliament- The Hon.
Lakshman Kiriella

Minister of Foreign Affairs- The Hon. Tilak Marapana -

Minister of Ports and Shipping- The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe

Minister of Home Affairs- The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana

Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine - The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne

Minister of Internal Affairs and Wayamba Development- The Hon. S.B. Nawinne

Minister of Industry and Commerce- The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen

Minister of Megapolis and Western Development- The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka

Minister of Agriculture- The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera

Minister of Plantation Industries- The Hon. Navin Dissanayake

Minister of Power and Renewable Energy- The Hon. Ranjith Siyambalapitiya

Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources and Disaster Management- The Hon. Duminda Dissanayake

Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development and Rural Economic Affairs- The Hon. Gamini Wijith
Wijayamuni Zoysa

Minister of Social Empowerment- The Hon. P. Harrison

Minister of Highways and Road Development- The Hon. Kabir Hashim

Minister of Public Administration and Management and Law and Order- The Hon. R.M. Ranjith Madduma
Bandara

Minister of Higher Education and Cultural Affairs- The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe
Minister of Housing and Construction- The Hon. Sajith Premadasa
Minister of Petroleum Resources Development- The Hon. Arjuna Ranatunga

Minister of Hill Country New Villages, Infrastructure and Community Development- The Hon. Palany
Thigambaram

Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms and Chief Government Whip- The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka
Minister of Women and Child Affairs- The Hon. (Mrs.) Chandrani Bandara

Minister of Justice and Prison Reforms- The Hon. (Mrs.) Thalatha Atukorale

Minister of Education- The Hon. Akila Viraj Kariyawasam

Minister of Resettlement, Rehabilitation, Northern Development and Hindu Religious Affairs- The Hon. D.M.
Swaminathan

Minister of Post, Postal Services and Muslim Religious Affairs- The Hon. Abdul Haleem

Minister of Youth Affairs, Project Management and Southern Development- The Hon. Sagala Ratnayaka
Minister of National Integration, Reconciliation and Official Languages- The Hon. Mano Ganesan

Minister of Telecommunication, Digital Infrastructure and Foreign Employment- The Hon. Harin Fernando
Minister of Social Welfare and Primary Industries- The Hon. Daya Gamage

Minister of Provincial Councils, Local Government and Sports- The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha

Minister of Development Strategies and International Trade- The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama

Minister of Sustainable Development, Wildlife and Regional Development- Field Marshal Hon. Sarath Fonseka
Minister of Labour and Trade Union Relations- The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera

[The President has assigned to himself all subjects and functions and Departments and Statutory Institutions not
assigned specifically to any Minister]
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STATE MINISTERS

State Minister of National Unity and Co-existence— The Hon. A.H.M. Fowzie

Sate Minister of Youth Affairs, Project Management and Southern Development —The Hon. Piyasena Gamage

State Minister of Science, Technology, Research, Skills Development and Vocational Training and Kandyan Heritage -
The Hon.Lakshman Seneviratne

State Minister of City Planning and Water Supply — The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana

State Minister of Education — The Hon. V.S. Radhakrishnan

State Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources and Disaster Management- The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara

State Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development and Rural Economic Affairs— The Hon. Dilip
Wedaarachchi

State Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs — The Hon. Niroshan Perera

State Minister of Defence — The Hon. Ruwan Wijayawardene

State Minister of Highways and Road Development — The Hon.M.L.A.M.Hisbullah

State Minister of Higher Education and Cultural Affairs — The Hon.Mohan Lal Grero

State Minister of Plantation Industries- The Hon.A.D.Champika Premadasa

State Minister of International Trade — The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe

State Minister of Foreign Affairs — The Hon. Vasantha Senanayake

State Minister of Agriculture — The Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare

State Minister of Finance - The Hon.Eran Wickramaratne

State Minister of Provincial Councils, Local Government and Sports—The Hon.(Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama

State Minister of National Policies and Economic Affairs—The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha De Silva

State Minister of Power and Renewable Energy — The Hon. Ajith P. Perera

State Minister of Mahaweli Development — The Hon.Weerakumara Dissanayake

State Minister of Tourism Development and Christian Religious Affairs - The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare

State Minister of Home Affairs—The Hon. J.C.Alawathuwala

DEPUTY MINISTERS

Deputy Minister of Social Welfare and Primary Industries — The Hon. Muththu Sivalingam

Deputy Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development and Rural Economic Affairs — The Hon. Ameer Ali
Shihabdeen

Deputy Minister of Finance and Mass Media - The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna

Deputy Minister of Housing and Construction — The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake

Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs and Wayamba Development—The Hon. Edward Gunasekara

Deputy Minister of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine — The Hon. Faizal Cassim

Deputy Minister of Ports and Shipping Affairs — The Hon. Nishantha Muthuhettigamage

Deputy Minister of Lands and Parliamentary Reforms — The Hon. Dunesh Gankanda

Deputy Minister of Petroleum Resources Development — The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage

Deputy Minister of Social Empowerment — The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake

Deputy Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation — The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe

Deputy Minister of Public Enterprise and Kandy City Development- The Hon. H. M. M. Harees

Deputy Minister of Science, Technology, Research, Skills Development and Vocational Training and Kandyan Heritage
— The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana

Deputy Minister of Justice and Prison Reforms — The Hon. H.R.Sarathi ¢ Dushmantha

Deputy Minister of Sustainable Development, Wildlife and Regional Development - The Hon. Palitha Thewarapperuma

Deputy Minister of Telecommunication, Digital Infrastructure and Foreign Employment -The Hon. Manusha
Nanayakkara

Deputy Minister of National Integration, Reconciliation and Official Languages -The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana

Deputy Minister of Environment - The Hon. Ajith Mannapperuma

Deputy Minister of Public Administration and Management and Law and Order - The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha

Deputy Minister of Resettlement, Rehabilitation and Northern Development - The Hon. K,. Kader Masthan

Deputy Minister of Agriculture - The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan

Deputy Minister of Industry and Commerce - The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana
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CHAIRMAN’S PANEL

The Hon.Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon.Kanaka
Herath, The Hon.Velu Kumar, The Hon.Mujibur Rahuman, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon.Heshan
Withanage, The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi

COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT
COMMITTEE OF SELECTION

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman),The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Mahinda
Samarasinghe, The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen, The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. Mano Ganesan,
The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Mavai S.
Senathirajah, The Hon. Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa.

COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. J.M.Ananda Kumarasiri, The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, The
Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka, The Hon.
Anura Dissanayake,The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon. (Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, The Hon. Rauff
Hakeem, The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) Rajitha Senaratne, The Hon. Risad Badhiutheen,
The Hon. Patali Champika Ranawaka, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The
Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Ravi
Karunanayake, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran

COMMITTEE ON STANDING ORDERS

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. J.M.Ananda Kumarasiri, The Hon. Selvam Adaikkalanathan, The
Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody, The Hon. J.M. Ananda
Kumarasiri, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. (Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne

HOUSE COMMITTEE
The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. Mahinda Amaraweera, The Hon. Palany Thigambaran, The Hon.
Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. K.K.Piyadasa, The
Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon. E.Saravanapavan, The Hon.Kanchana Wijesekera

COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND PRIVILEGES
The Hon. Tilak Marapana (Chairman), The Hon. R.M.Ranjith Maddumabandara, The Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka,
The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon. A.D.Susil Premajayantha, The Hon. Douglas
Devananda, The Hon. Anura Dissanayake, The Hon. E.Saravanapavan, The Hon. (Mrs.)Shanthi Sriskandarasa

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna (Chairman), The Hon. Mahinda Samarasinghe, The Hon. P. Harrison, The Hon.
Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon. Palitha Range Bandara, The Hon. Niroshan Perera, The Hon. Sujeewa
Senasinghe, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana, The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake,
The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane, The Hon. Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara, The Hon.
Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon. Seeniththamby
Yoheswaran, The Hon. S. Shritharan, The Hon. Chandima Gamage, The Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila, The
Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The Hon. (Dr) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Hirunika Premachandra, The Hon. Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The Hon. S. Viyalanderan

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ENTERPRISES

The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti (Chairman), The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Ravindra Samaraweera, The Hon.
Lakshman Senewiratne, The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon. Wasantha Aluvihare, The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha
De Silva, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. Ranjan Ramanayake, The Hon.
Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa, The Hon. Anura Dissanayake, The Hon. Chandrasiri
Gajadeera, The Hon. Mahindananda Aluthgamage, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake,
The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff, The Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera, The Hon. S.
Shritharan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The
Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC FINANCE
The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, (Chairman),The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The
Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane, The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon.
Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon. (Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The
Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, The Hon. E. Saravanapavan, The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon. Ajith
Mannapperuma, The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu
Marasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs) Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon. Wijepala Hettiarachchi

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PETITIONS

The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe (Chairman),The Hon. Wajira Abeywardana, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon.
Salinda Dissanayake, The Hon. Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena, The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon. Nihal
Galappaththi, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The
Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, The
Hon. Vidura Wickramanayaka, The Hon. Kanaka Herath, The Hon. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.
Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs) Thusitha Wijemanna, The Hon. Chaminda
Wijesiri, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa, The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sivamohan

COMMITTEE ON HIGH POSTS

The Hon. Karu Jayasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. John Amaratunga, The Hon. Nimal Siripala De Silva, The Hon.
(Dr.) Sarath Amunugama, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella, The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa
Rajapakshe, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne,The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon.
Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon. Dharmalingam
Sithadthan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran.

SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development

The Hon.Lakshman Senewirathne, The Hon. Ashok Abeysinghe,The Hon. Karunarathna Paranawithana, The Hon.
Buddhika Pathirana, The Hon. Nimal Lanza, The Hon. Arundika Fernando, The Hon. (Dr.)Bandula Gunawardane,
The Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara,The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon. K.K. Piyadasa, The Hon. K.
Thurairetnasingam,, The Hon. E. Saravanapavan, The Hon. M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. Mayantha Dissanayake,
The Hon. S.M. Marikkar, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on International Relations

The Hon. Ranjith Aluvihare (Chairman), The Hon. Indika Bandaranayake, The Hon. Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon.
Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. Tharanath Basnayaka, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne,
The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, The Hon.S.M.Chanrasena, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Annamalai
Nadesu Sivasakthi, The Hon. Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, The Hon. Nalaka
Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Malith Jayathilake, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon. Mayantha
Yaswanth Dissanayake, The Hon.S.M.Marikkar, The Hon.Prasanna Ranatunga,The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Sustainable Development and Environment and Natural Resources

The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi (Chairman), The Hon. Lucky Jayawardana, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera,
The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The Hon. Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Mahinda Yapa Abeywardena,
The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Duleep Wijesekera , The Hon. Lakshman
Wasantha Perera, The Hon. Abdullah Mahrooff, The Hon. Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy,
The Hon. Sisira Kumara Abeysekara, The Hon. A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon. Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran, The
Hon. Udaya Prabhath Gammanpila, The Hon. I. Charles Nirmalanathan,The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri,The Hon.
Sandith Samarasinghe.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Women and Gender

The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha Wijemanna (Chairman), The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sriyani
Wijewickrama, The Hon. Edward Gunasekara,The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The Hon. Ranjan
Ramanayake, The Hon. Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana The Hon. (Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi, The Hon. (Dr.) (Mrs.) Sudarshini Fernandopulle, The Hon.Siripala Gamlath, The
Hon. Vadivel Suresh, , The Hon. K. Thurairetnasingam, The Hon.Rosahn Ranasinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hirunika
Premachandra, The Hon., Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The Hon.Prasanna Ranaweera, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini
Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.
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Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education and Human Resources Development.

The Hon. Vadivel Suresh (Chairman),The Hon. Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon. Gamini Lokuge, The Hon. Nihal
Galappaththi, The Hon. Sirinal de Mel, The Hon. K.Thurairetnasingam, The Hon. Seeniththamby Yoheswaran,
The Hon. S. Shritharan, The Hon. Velu Kumar, The Hon.Sirira Jayakody, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The
Hon. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon. (Prof.) Ashu
Marasinghe, The Hon.Mujibar Rahuman, The Hon. Angajan Ramanathan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari
Wijerathna, The Hon. Gnanamuthu Srineshan, The Hon. Chathura Sandeepa Senaratne, The Hon. Wijepala
Hettiarachchi.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Security

The Hon.Malith Jayathilake (Chairman), The Hon.Palitha Thewarapperuma, The Hon.Chamal Rajapaksa, The
Hon.Douglas Devananda,The Hon.Vijitha Herath.The Hon.Chandrasiri Gajadeera, The Hon.M.S. Thowfeek,The
Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan,The Hon.A. A. Wijethunga,The Hon.Buddhika Pathirana,The Hon.(Dr.) Ramesh
Pathirana, The Hon.M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon.Shehan Semasinghe, The Hon.Chandima Gamage, The Hon.(Dr.)
Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana, The Hon.Mayantha Dissanayake, The Hon.Bandula Lal Bandarigoda, The
Hon.Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon.(Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon.S. Viyalanderan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health and Human Welfare, Social Empowerment

The Hon.(Mrs.) Sumedha G. Jayasena, The Hon.Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon.J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.H.L.
Premalal Jayasekara, The Hon.Duleep Wijesekera, The Hon.Ranjith Aluvihare, The Hon.Sirinal de Mel, The Hon.
A.A. Wijethunga, The Hon.(Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana, The Hon.Vijitha Berugoda. The Hon. E. Saravanapavan, The
Hon.Ajith Mannapperuma, The Hon.(Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The Hon.Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.I.
Charles Nirmalanathan, The Hon.Imran Maharoof, The Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The Hon.(Dr.) (Mrs.) Thusitha
Wijemanna, The Hon.(Dr.) S. Sivamohan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Transport and Communication

The Hon.Chamal Rajapaksa (Chairman), The Hon.Lasantha Alagiyawanna, The Hon.Edward Gunasekara, , The
Hon.J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha, The Hon.Sunil Handunnetti, The Hon.Tharanath
Basnayaka,The Hon. Mavai S. Senathirajah, , The Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon.Anura Sidney
Jayarathne, The Hon.Lakshman Ananda Wijemanne, The Hon.Kanaka Herath, ,The Hon.A. Aravindh Kumar, The
Hon.Ananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.(Dr.) Nalinda Jayathissa, The Hon.I. Charles Nirmalanathan, The
Hon.Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad Mansoor, The Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The Hon.Gnanamuthu Srineshan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Agriculture and Lands

The Hon.Vijitha Herath (Chairman), The Hon.Faizal Cassim, The Hon.Nishantha Muthuhettigamage, The
Hon.Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon.Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon.J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon.K. Kader Masthan,
The Hon.Johnston Fernando, The Hon.Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon.Duleep Wijesekera, The Hon. Sivasakthi
Ananthan, The Hon.(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon.Janaka Wakkumbura, The Hon.S. Shritharan, The
Hon.Ananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.Ashoka Priyantha, The Hon.Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran, The Hon.Hesha
Withanage.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Legal Affairs (anti-corruption) and Media

The Hon.Ajith Mannapperuma (Chairman), The Hon.Ajith P. Perera, The Hon.Ranjan Ramanayake, The
Hon.Karunarathna Paranavithana, The Hon.Palitha Thewarapperuma, The Hon.Vijitha Herath, The Hon. Dullas
Alahapperuma, The Hon.Nimal Lanza, The Hon.Dharmalingam Sithadthan, The Hon.Dilum Amunugama, The
Hon.Mohan Priyadarshana De Silva, The Hon.M.A. Sumanthiran, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardana,
The Hon.Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, The Hon.Angajan Ramanathan, The Hon.(Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne,
The Hon.Heshan Withanage, The Hon.S. Viyalanderan, The Hon.Gnanamuthu Srineshan, The Hon.Wijepala
Hettiarachchi.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Youth, Sports, Arts and Heritage

The Hon.C.B. Rathnayake (Chairman), The Hon.Lakshman Senewiratne, The Hon.Ameer Ali Shihabdeen, The Hon.
Indika Bandaranayake, The Hon.Nishantha Muthuhettigamage, The Hon.Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon.K.K.
Piyadasa, The Hon.A. A. Wijethunga, The Hon.(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana Thero, The Hon.T. Ranjith De Zoysa,
The Hon.Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon.Lohan Ratwatte, The Hon.A. Aravindh Kumar, The Hon.Ashoka
Priyantha, The Hon.( Mrs.) Hirunika Premachandra, The Hon.S. M. Marikkar, The Hon.Mujibur Rahuman, The
Hon.Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon.S. Viyalanderan.
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Sectoral Oversight Committee on Business and Commerce

The Hon.Seyed Ali Zahir Moulana (Chairman), The Hon.(Mrs.) Sriyani Wijewickrama, , The Hon.Nishantha
Muthuhettigamage, The Hon.H.M.M. Harees, The Hon.H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha, The Hon.Sunil Handunnetti,
The Hon. Lakshman Wasantha Perera,The Hon.S.C. Mutukumarana, The Hon.Arundika Fernando, The Hon.K.K.
Piyadasa, The Hon.Seeniththamby Yoheswaran, The Hon.Ananda Aluthgamage, The Hon.Ashoka Priyantha, The
Hon.Nalaka Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Piyal Nishantha De Silva, The Hon.Ishak Rahuman, The Hon.Harshana
Rajakaruna, The Hon.Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon.Hesha Withanage, The Hon.Indika Anuruddha Herath.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Energy

The Hon.Chandima Gamage (Chairman), The Hon.Lakshman Senewiratne, The Hon.Eran Wickramaratne, The Hon.
(Dr.) Harsha De Silva, The Hon.Weerakumara Dissanayake, The Hon.H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha, The Hon.Ajith
Mannapperuma, The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha ,The Hon.Salinda Dissanayake, The Hon.(Dr.)Bandula
Gunawardane, The Hon.Keheliya Rambukwella, The Hon. Kumara Welgama, The Hon.Rohitha
Abeygunawardena, The Hon.M.S. Thowfeek, , The Hon.Nimal Lanza, The Hon.(Ven.) Athuraliye Rathana
Thero, The Hon.Nalaka Prasad Colonne, The Hon.Imran Maharoof, The Hon.(Prof.) Ashu Marasinghe, The Hon.
(Dr.) S. Sivamohan.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Manufacturing and Services

The Hon.Nalin Bandara Jayamaha (Chairman), The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon.Faizal Cassim, The
Hon.Lakshman Wasantha Perera, The Hon.Dunesh Gankanda, The Hon.(Dr.) (Mrs.) Anoma Gamage, The
Hon.H.R. Sarathie Dushmantha, The Hon.Piyankara Jayaratne, The Hon.Abdullah Mahrooff, The Hon. Sirinal de
Mel, The Hon.Jayantha Samaraweera, The Hon.R.M. Padma Udhayashantha Gunasekera, The Hon.Thushara
Indunil Amarasena, The Hon.Kaveendiran Kodeeswaran,The Hon.Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon.S.
Premarathna, The Hon.Tharaka Balasuriya, The Hon.Sandith Samarasinghe, The Hon.(Dr.) S. Sivamohan, The
Hon.Chathura Sandeepa Senaratne.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Internal Administration and Public Management

The Hon.Gamini Lokuge (Chairman), The Hon.Ameer Ali Shihabdeen, The Hon.Indika Bandaranayake, The
Hon.Faizal Cassim, The Hon.Ashok Abeysinghe, The Hon.Chandrasiri Gajadeera, The Hon.Lucky Jayawardana,
The Hon.Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon.Mavai S. Senathirajah, The Hon.Anura Sidney Jayarathne, The
Hon.Thenuka Vidanagamage, The Hon.S. Shritharan, The Hon.Hector Appuhamy, The Hon.Sisira Kumara
Abeysekara, The Hon. Thushara Indunil Amarasena, The Hon.Velu Kumar, The Hon.Malith Jayathilake, The
Hon.K. Kader Masthan, The Hon.(Dr.) Jayampathy Wickramaratne, The Hon.(Mrs.) Shanthi Sriskandarasa.

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Reconciliation and North and East Reconstruction

The Hon.Mavai S. Senathirajah (Chairman), The Hon.Susantha Punchinilame, The Hon.(Dr.) Harsha De Silva, The
Hon.H.M.M. Harees, The Hon.Karunarathna Paranawithana, The Hon.Douglas Devananda, The Hon.Bimal
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama - Minister of
Development Strategies and International Trade)

Hon. Speaker,

I present the Regulations made by the Minister of
Development Strategies and International Trade under
Section 20 read with Section 4 (3) and Section 14 of the
Imports and Exports (Control) Act, No. 1 of 1969
amended by Acts, No. 48 of 1985 and No. 28 of 1987
relating to Imports and Exports (Control) regulations and
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2076/4 of 18"
June 2018.

I move that these Regulations be referred to the
Sectoral ~ Oversight ~ Committee @ on  Economic
Development.
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asked the Minister of Higher Education and Cultural
Affairs:

(a) Will he inform this House, separately, in respect of each
year -

(i) the number of Sri Lankan students who have

gone abroad to pursue medical degrees from the
year 2009 to date;

(i) the foreign medical faculties to which they have

gained admission and the number of students
who have gained admission to them; and

(i) the amount of foreign exchange lost to the
country due to said foreign medical education?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Higher Education and Cultural
Affairs:

(a)  Ishe aware that-

(1) there is an ancient cemetery located in the
Akbovil area of Mamadu, Vavuniya;

(i) the aforementioned cemetery has been marked
by the Department of Archaeology; and

(iii) the aforementioned cemetery and artefacts
located there have been damaged as a result of a
recent incident in which teak trees in the said
area were felled?
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(b)  Will he inform this House-

(i) whether legal action has been taken against those
who are responsible for the destruction of
ancient artefacts situated in the aforementioned
cemetery; and

(i) the steps that will be taken to protect the
aforesaid artefacts in future?

(¢)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe)
Sir, the Answer for Question No. 4 is as follows:

(a) (1) Yes.

(i) Yes.
(iii)  Yes.
(b) (1) Yes. Case No. B.R 1277/14 has already been

instituted against the accused.

(i) These archeological monuments are found in a
forest reserve under the Department of Forest
Conservation. Measures have been taken to
publish a gazette declaring it as an archeological
reserve and the site is protected by archeological
mobile security service.

(c) Does not arise.
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PLACES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL INTEREST: RATNAPURA
DISTRICT
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asked the Minister of Higher Education and Cultural
Affairs:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the number of sites with archaeological value
located in Ratnapura District;

(i)  the names of those places; and

iii) the steps taken to conserve those sites after the
P

present Good Governance Government came to
power?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(2) @G, seir?

asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Management and Law and Order:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the date on which the first LTTE terrorist attack
was carried out;

(ii)  the place of that attack;
(iii)  against whom it was directed; and
(iv)  the number of lives lost in the said attack?
(b)  Will he also inform this House -
(i) the first attack carried out by the LTTE targeting
civilians;
(ii)  the date such attack was carried out;
(iii)  the place of the attack; and

(iv)  the number of lives lost in the said attack?

(¢)  Will he state -

(i) the first attack carried out by the LTTE targeting
a place of worship;

(ii)  the date such attack was carried out;
(iii)  the place of the attack; and
(iv)  the number of lives lost in the said attack?

(d) Will he also state whether he will submit a
comprehensive report of all the above?

(e)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Telecommunication, Digital
Infrastructure and Foreign Employment:

(@)  Will he inform this House -

0]

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

whether a contract or a letter of agreement is
available between the Google company and the
Government of Sri Lanka in regard to the
“Google Loon” Project which was proposed to
be implemented in Sri Lanka;

the basis on which the Government decided to
select the Google company for this;

the facilities that the Sri Lankan Government
provided or agreed to provide for the aforesaid
Project;

the amount spent by the Sri Lankan Government
for the aforesaid Project ;

the cause which effected the crash of the
balloon launched into the sky by the Google
company;

whether a report has been issued having carried
out an investigation in that regard;

whether the Google company has stated that
they have given up this Project;

if so, the financial and other losses that have
been incurred as a result of the breach of the
relevant contract or agreement; and

the person or persons on whom the
responsibility of the aforesaid losses lies?

(¢)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

& Disaster Management:

(a)  Will he inform this House-
(i) the number of deaths;

(i)  the number of people who were disabled,

(iii) the total amount of compensation paid to the
victims by the Government;

(iv)  the amount of compensation paid for a deceased
person by the Government;

(v)  the maximum and minimum compensation paid
for damaged houses;

(vi)  whether permanent houses have been given for
all the people who were displaced; and

(vii)  the closest date on which a permanent house was
given to a displaced family;

in the Meeriyabedda landslide that occurred in Badulla
District in 2014?

(b)  Ifnot, why?

@0 BE® Goe® DS Bwmo (DB&8w ©w ¥
8308 ¥ Ga83¢ WE OIS Gaxsxs g@amuR @)
(oreworyllg uredly TGs usTLTy - Frlurser, BT
QUGBS 61T WHMID  YSTTHS  (PHTMWSHGI (@) TTEThIS
O|HLFFIT)
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asked the Minister of Education:
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Will he state-

whether he accepts the fact that teacher training
programmes are very helpful in nurturing the
teachers in new knowledge;

whether the Ministry of Education organized
teacher training programmes in zonal levels on
subject basis, in years 2015, 2016 and 2017; and

separately, the number of teacher training
programmes so organized, the subjects and the
costs incurred?

Will he also state -

separately, in respect of each school the number
of teachers in Minuwangoda Education zone of
Western province by the date of 06.06.2016;

separately, in respect of each subject, the
number of teacher training programmes held
and the costs incurred in years 2015, 2016 and
2017,

whether the number of teacher training
programmes conducted and the amount of
money allocated are adequate;

whether he is aware that the funds cannot be
allocated  for teacher training programmes out
of the decentralized funds of the Members of
the Parliament; and

whether a policy decision enabling the
allocation of funds  for teacher training
programmes out of the decentralized funds
of the members of the Parliament will be taken,
considering same as a national requirement?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Ports and Shipping:

(a) Will he inform this House-

(1)  whether the 2018 Budget Proposal to 100 per
cent open the shipping industry to foreign
companies is agreed to by;

(i) whether measures will be taken to stop this
opening as informed in a letter by the Ceylon
Association of Ships Agencies (CASA) to the
responsible officials of the government; and

(iii)  the measures taken to prevent a monopoly of
shipping companies coming into effect?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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Prime Minister and Minister of National Policies and Economic
Affairs;

to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 07th August, 2018 and to
be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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Presented by the Hon. Gayantha Karunatileka on behalf of the
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to be read a Second time upon Tuesday, 07th August, 2018 and to
be printed; and to be referred to the relevant Sectoral Oversight
Committee.
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The following Motion stood on the Order Paper:

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 8
of the Parliament, the hours of sittings of Parliament on this day
shall be 1.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.. At 2.00 p.m. Standing Order No. 8
(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 6.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall
adjourn the Parliament without question put."
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)

Hon. Speaker, there is an amendment to the above
Item, the time to read as 7.30 p.m. Accordingly, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 8
of the Parliament, the hours of sittings of Parliament on this day
shall be 1.00 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.. At 2.00 p.m. Standing Order No. 8
(5) of the Parliament shall operate. At 7.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall
adjourn the Parliament without question put."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES
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(The Hon. Lakshman Kiriella)
Sir, I move,

"That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order No. 112
of Parliament and the resolution adopted by Parliament on 20th
June, 2018 the Ministerial Consultative Committees shall consist of
nine (09) Members."
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Question put, and agreed to.
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[Expunged on the order of the Chair.]
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2018 &8 1208 ©. o® Beams. ©®® Cabinet
approval &z Bedsim®.

It reads as follows:

“Cabinet Paper No. 18/0104/752/004, a Memorandum
dated 12™ January by the Minister of Development
Strategies and International Trade on approval for signing
of Sri Lanka-Singapore Free Trade Agreement.
(SLSFTA) (Cabinet Decision dated 9™ January on CP No.
17/2982/752/044 refers)

The above Memorandum was considered along with
the following:

The letter dated 15" January by the Minister of
Development  Strategies and International Trade
addressed to the Secretary to the Cabinet on the above
subject; the opinion of the Attorney-General dated 15"
January on the draft Sri Lanka-Singapore Free Trade
Agreement, attached as Annex - 2 to the Memorandum,
conveyed to the Secretary, Ministry of Development
Strategies and International Trade; the observations of the
Ministry of Defence dated 2018/01/15 submitted on
CP17/2982/752/044.

After discussing, it was decided to grant approval for
the Sri Lanka-Singapore Free Trade Agreement, attached
as Annex - 2 to the Memorandum dated 12" January,
2018; to authorize the Minister of Development Strategies
and International Trade to sign the said agreement on
behalf of the Government of Sri Lanka.”

0 Bendss w0 80sBn®)

(orenryflg Gussallar Lrds sallareri ojauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! I wish to announce that this House
cordially welcomes the Delegation of Belgium-Sri Lanka
Parliamentary Friendship Group.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
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@S (80028w) ABTER QwOERD Dwmo
(revrfl@ (HevTHlS)) LBSHIV @ 6sTouTHesr)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®S Bewdss 002 eswrsBn®r

(oressryfl @ Gwohasellsr Lrdls sallareri oeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
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O BOE 86D Dm0
(oressryfl@ aflwsy afreukisF)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 Bewdss 0% e3wrsBn®r

(oreryLll@ Gussefler Urdlsd seallFreri ojeuidser)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?

O BOE 86D dwmo

(wrewrfl@ allwsd afreunis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

@O Bewdsn 0% 8988908, 806 Bewde edeny
BEO OTFOCwmO emgwum Gwenm @& ecwx
BOBTIHO @y, D00 OB 0@ ©wwed 8 »IHO
8053, BuE Bedm DD Bwedsm Om o® wwied &
WOBIHO Dy

®0 Bewdss 0% e3wrsBn®r

(oressryLll@ Gussefler Lrdlsd sallFreri ojeuider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
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(oreryfl@ allwed afreumis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFreri oeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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(wrevrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallaFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order.

©0 9e8.8. Bemawm Owmo
(omessryifl@ sterv. L. Flerpriuds)
(The Hon. S.B. Dissanayake)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(oressryfl @ G wohasellsr Lrdls sallareri ojeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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Across the world, we look at countries that have
successfully reached from lower income to upper income
levels. Can you name one country that did it without
opening up to international trade and investment? You
will not be able to name even one.
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Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees, I chaired the
Cabinet Subcommittee on Cost of Living when we talked
about the cost of living. We always tend to think only
about how to bring the prices down. But remember this is
only one side of it. The other side is how to increase the
people’s incomes so that they can afford a better quality
of life. The only way to do that in this competitive global
economy is to integrate more -

®0 (e0Dexs) 6ed®¥ vRcen dwnmo
(wrenryfl@ (weugsl sevrpld)) Gy LiglremnT)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®G; Bendss 0% 88rIsBn®)

(oreryfl@ Gwssailsr Nrds sallFreri jauider)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. (Dr.) Romesh Pathirana, what is your point of
Order?

@6 (e0Dexs) 6edd 8BS Swmo

(omessrLll @ (weug sl HevTBlF) rGiosig Ligyevr)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana)

Sir, I want to get a small clarification regarding the
statement made by the Hon. Minister just now. Hon.
Minister, almost the entirety of our exports to Singapore
is duty free. So what is the benefit we get from this new
Agreement?

©0 O8W O8O dwvwm
(omessrLyifl@ wedld Fraldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
Yes, I will come to that point.

Sir, naturally, we are mindful of the impacts of the
industries present today. But that cannot be our only
consideration. Our Government is committed to assisting
and improving the local industries. However, assistance
does not mean protectionism. Protectionism means
inefficiency and higher cost to consumers, to Sri Lankan
households. We will assist the local industries to increase
efficiency and productivity and help them to be more
competitive so that they can compete in the world market.
Already we have launched loan schemes and exporter-
upgrading grant schemes to help SMEs. We have to
look at those industries that are not even there today and
yet to emerge with the help of the Free Trade
Agreements. For those who are likely to be affected by
FTAs, we are providing them with a comprehensive trade
adjustment package which will cover new machinery and
technology and skills retraining.

Anyone who says, "We should be careful before
opening it up, because we might not be able to compete,"
is doing Sri Lanka a huge injustice. Why should you be
scared of competing with the world? Look at some of the
exporters we have today; our rubber tyres are used in the
world’s top aircraft, our surgical gloves are used by the
world’s best surgeons, our electronic sensors are used in
the world’s top car brands, our apparels are worn by the
world’s top athletes and major brands are produced in Sri
Lanka and our IT software is used by the world’s leading
stock exchanges. We can compete and our industries are
already showing how it has done.

The Sri Lanka-Singapore FTA provides a binding
commitment and framework for bilateral trade and
investment, which we did not have earlier. This will
encourage much-needed investment into our country. It is
important that we understand that not every FTA is meant
to balance trade between two countries or bridge the
bilateral trade deficit.

Sri Lanka has trade surpluses with some countries and
deficits with other countries. Sri Lanka would need to
sign a range of FTAs aimed at different purposes: some
FTAs aimed at boosting exports to gain new and
preferential market access as well as give domestic
producers access to lower cost inputs, while other FTAs
are aimed at leveraging on the trade-investment nexus.
Our Agreement with Singapore, Hon. Deputy Chairman
of Committees, is mainly aimed at leveraging the trade-
investment nexus.
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Now, let me turn to some of the frequent allegations
made against the Sri Lanka-Singapore FTA and some of
the myths that are being propagated both inside and
outside this House. The first allegation made, as I said
earlier, is that the signing of this FTA has not received
Cabinet approval. Sir, for your information, the Cabinet
of Ministers was first updated via an Interim Report in
August, 2017 on the progress including the areas and
extent of liberalization and the status of the consultative
process carried out with the stakeholders.

On 21% December, 2017, a Cabinet Paper was
submitted by me containing the draft Agreement. Based
on that, positive observations were made by His
Excellenc%l the President and 14 other Cabinet Ministers
on the 9" of January, 2018 including the Hon. S.B.
Dissanayake. Taking into account these observations, a
revised Agreement was submitted to the Cabinet for
approval. This was done on the 12" of January and at the
Cabinet Meeting held on the 16™ January, the Cabinet
approved the Agreement submitted and granted approval
for me to sign it during the visit of the Singapore Prime
Minister on the 23™ of January. Furthermore, I would like
to inform this House that the Agreement came into force
on the 1" of May after the Anti-Dumping and
Countervailing Duties Bill and the Safeguard Measures
Bill were passed in Parliament.

Recently, at a press conference, the Hon. S.B.
Dissanayake has stated that he is against the FTA.
However, he is one of the 14 Cabinet Ministers who have
sent in writing that they have no objection to the signing
and implementation of the Sri Lanka-Singapore FTA. His
exact words in the letter signed by him are: "gwm
@wdBEND FHuwort®Om BEO ©8®ITTRewsy ®ed B dmdny
©@250®®."

®S; BOE 86Dom Dwmn
(orenryfl@ allwsd afrounis)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Oerv® Busiest ®»Ye?

@G OBW 8®cBD® dwmo
(omevor L@ wedlds Foraildrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
0.8, Seovrwm.

Agreeing in Cabinet then but playing narrow political
games now is the hypocrisy of the Hon. Members of the
Opposition.

Another argument is that, we did this without
consultations. I can responsibly state to the Hon.
Members of this House that we frequently kept
stakeholders informed of the status of the negotiations
and possible commitments that were to be undertaken.
Over the 18 months, about 20 consultation sessions were
held with a wide range of stakeholders including business
chambers, trade associations and professional bodies.

Another assertion is that we can never amend this
Agreement; that is not true.

Article 17.10 of the Agreement provides for
amendments to be made to the Agreement. Furthermore,
under Article 17.1, there is a high-level committee
established to monitor, review and supervise the
implementation of the Agreement as well as to
recommend amendments.

The first meeting of this Committee will be held
within the first year and thereafter at regular intervals
take up the issues related to the Agreement that either
party would have.

©0 Lesvd endidm Swmo
(revrfl@ HCesrey @ 6ewmTeumHeur)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@0 Bendss 0% 891 Rn®)

(wrevrfl@ Gupssefler LNrdld sallFrari ojeuidsr)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

A point of Order is being raised by the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena.

oG Loty endiRm Swmo

(orevrLfl@ HBesrey @ 6vTeumHeor)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Hon. Minister, you just now stated that you have gone
through with all the stakeholders. So, can you please
table the list of the stakeholders who attended your
meetings? Will you please table it today?

o0 OB O8O wm

(orevrLfl@ 1060ld Fwralldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

I do not know whether I can do it today but I will
submit it to Parliament soon.

oG Lesvd endiRn Swmo
(orevrfl@ HCBesray @ 6vrTeumHeor)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
When?

©0 O8W OB n® dvwm
(omessrLyifl@ wedld Fralldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
At the next Session.

@G Lesvd endidm ®wm
(orevsryflg SCesras @ smrouTHevr)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Will you be here at the next Session?

o0 OB ©8®c8H® wm

(omessrLyfl@ wedld Fralldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

I will definitely be here, but I do not know whether
you will be here. Sir, Article 17.12 of the Agreement
provides for termination of the Agreement by either party
giving notice and it will be effective for one year from
the date of notification.

There has been much debate on the liberalization of
services. Let me be very clear, as we have repeated time
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[06; O @8Fc® ®wmo]

and time again that we are not opening up to any country
the independent movement of persons.

Under the Sri Lanka-Singapore FTA, there can be
service workers only if they are part of a company here.
So, it is always linked to investment in Sri Lanka. Even
then, we have restricted it to senior management. Such
senior managers will initially be issued a visa for two
years and we will get it only for a maximum of five years.
So, the option is ours. To be eligible in the first place, that
worker should have been employed in the relevant
Singaporean company for at least one year and should
have five years of industry or professional experience.
Above all, our country’s immigration laws will always
apply and there is no exemption from that.

So, look at all the conditions we have built in to this
Agreement. So, for anyone to say that we have blindly
opened it up, it is irresponsible and it is a propagation of
lies. Another argument is that non-nationals of Singapore
can take undue advantage of this FTA. This is again a
baseless claim. This Agreement defines "a national" as a
citizen of Singapore or a permanent resident of Singapore.
Obtaining PR in Singapore is not that easy, as you know.
It is a long and stringent process and more stringent
requirements in recent years. It is only this cohort of
Singapore nationals who are eligible under the FTA and
all other nationalities are excluded from the FTA. There
have always been ridiculous allegations that this
Agreement allows paddy to be freely imported. That is
simply not the case.

O BOE 86Dom Dwmn
(orenrflg allwsd afrounis)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

®0 Bewdss 02 e3wsBn®r

(oreryflg Gussallsr Nrds sallereri Hjsuiger)

(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Wimal Weerawansa.

®6; BOE B86Dem @m0

(oreryfl@ allwed afreumie)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)

©0] Bewdss mdm ©0isdne®s), 0® BOu® wdex g
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@ OBW 8®cdH® dwm
(orenTLfl@ wedld Fwralldsrp)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
R0 BBEE evemrzI @DE.

O3S Bendss 0% 88rIsBn®)

(orerfl@ Gwssailsr Nrds sallFreri jauider)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

That is not a point of Order.

O emevEw CYWEE Owmo
(oressryfl@ ©aGansdw ribLdhGlsusiev)
(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

OO Bewdus 02 eswinBn®r

(oressryfl@ & wohseflsr LTls sallFrert o)euirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order, Hon. Member?

O emevEw CYWEE Owmo

(oressryfl@ ©aGansdw ribLdhGlsusiev)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Sir, there seem to be a lot of disagreements, a lot of
doubts and a lot of dubious issues with regard to this
Agreement. It appears to be so as a result of not having a
comprehensive discussion about it.

©0 O8W OB n® dvwm

(omessrLyifl@ wedld Fraldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

Hon. Member, we have had discussions with all the
trade chambers and professional organizations.

O emevEw CYWEE ®wmo

(oressryfl@ ©aCaneslw ribLdhGlsusiev)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

No, it is the Members of Parliament that matters at the
end of the day.

©0 O8W OB n® dvwm

(omessrLyifl@ wedld Fralldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

I have always invited for a dialogue, but they have not
attended. I have been telling your leaders time and time
again. You ask Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena, Hon. Bandula
Gunawardane, and the Hon. Vasudeva Nanayakkara. 1
have always been talking to them. I have invited them for
every discussion. [ am still willing to discuss with you.

O emevEw CYWIEE ®wmo

(oressryfl@ GaCanedw ribLdsGlsusiev)

(The Hon. Keheliya Rambukwella)

Now, we have so many criticisms over this. There are
arguments both plus and minus. So, why do we not have
a comprehensive discussion on this?

©0 O8W OB n® dvwm

(omessrLyifl@ wedls Fraldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

We still can do that. We are open for a discussion. If
you can pinpoint and say, “This is wrong”, we will still
try to get it amended.

®0; Bends 0% 811 Bn®)

(wresryfl@ & wohseflsr Lrdls salFreri ojeuirasr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Hon. Minister, you have two more minutes.

©0 O8 88O dvm

(omessrLyifl@ wedls Fralldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

Sir, I need some more time. I think I will get some
time from our side.
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@G (8028 w) DBVEE wOERD Swmo
(oreryflg (HeoTHI) LBSHID Gewreuger)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)

228 BSedes.
STUPBSTTT.
rose.

®G OB OB O wmo

(omevsrLll@ wedlds Fogaildyio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

00080 @Bimy, ©0; OFHBR®. @® mdews @desy
m3® m» »3@. Under the Rules of Origin Chapter,
agricultural produce like paddy, wheat or meat must be
wholly obtained from Singapore. In the case of meat,
animals must be born and raised in Singapore and in the
case of paddy, spices, fruits and vegetables, it must be
wholly grown and harvested in Singapore to be eligible
for tariff concession. Remember, Singapore does not have
a single paddy field. Furthermore, it is mentioned that
Pakistan rice and Thailand rice can be imported through
Singapore. This is not allowed under the Rules of Origin
criteria. In any case, rice is kept in the negative list of this
Agreement. On the process of manufactured products too,
these products should have 35 per cent value addition or
sufficient working or processing undergone in Singapore.
Therefore, simple diversion of products to Singapore is
not possible. So, any concerns around agriculture are
totally unfounded.

Another frequently cited issue is about manpower
agencies. Even under the prevailing laws and regulations
of our land, a Singaporean recruitment services company
could set up a company in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka’s
commitment in this sector does not include Mode 4 in any
capacity. It is completely unbound. Unlike in other Mode
4 commitments, there is no reference even for senior
management personnel for such recruitment companies
under this services subsector. A Singaporean recruitment
company can set up an office in Sri Lanka as is already
allowed in the current legal structure, but it cannot recruit
personnel from abroad since Mode 4 is unbound and no
commitment taken to open. Any such recruitment
company that wishes to hire work from overseas has to go
through the regular process of immigration, approval of
line ministries, current laws and regulations that prevail
and the FTA creates no new liberalization in this regard.

It has also been alleged very irresponsibly that the
FTA will pave the way for waste products to be dumped
in Sri Lanka. 06, ®53858), 0@» d3n®ed &Soem@d
csfmos. Again, this is totally false. Then many items
called “waste products” are already under duty free list
and have been included in the India-Sri Lanka and
Pakistan-Sri Lanka Agreements and there is no evidence
to suggest that these products are coming into the country
in any harmful manner. Even under the Singapore FTA,
these products just cannot come into the country and have
to go through the regular import licencing requirements,
standards and regulations applicable to protect plant,
human and animal life. @®20 B»® Osiey . ged
@0QEI8 Beadmd. & @0 D8 S0y 8¢ D5imy Ao

®5; SOE B8SDom ®wmn
(wrerLfl@ ailwsd afrounis)
(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

@6 Berds 0% 89sRn®)

(wrewrfl@ Gupssetlet Lrdls sallFrari ojeuidsr)
(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Yes, Hon. Wimal Weerawansa.

®G; SOE 860w Dwmn

(oresryll@ allwed afraunis)

(The Hon. Wimal Weerawansa)
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ocdw; 28444000, BRBSew agueds. g wH ©BHO
Comndd evnemsim yodst oddE owm ©88 HS
CodedBx¥ ¢(8endc wewnst m3 Bedsrdo.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

Sir, that is not a point of Order. I can explain that. ©&;
O5IB @, Yo BYD Sev® cvemBIH Wi gl
BB BB Beadmd, ged e0@Ei8 Bedmd. [@ids BBO]
® I »08 explain meg. ©© & o @0
BT ®.
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(An Hon. Member)
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©0 O8W OB n® dvwm

(omessrLyifl@ wedld Fralldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

29, gddes edr ewesim. Even under the Singapore
FTA, these products just cannot come into the country
and have to go through the regular import licencing
requirements, standards and regulations applicable to
protect plant, human and animal life.

Furthermore, Sri Lanka’s rights under Article XX of
GATT/1994 of WTO to take measures to protect human,
animal or plant life is ensured by the inclusion of Article
17.7 on General Exceptions under Chapter 17 of this
Agreement. Therefore, Sri Lanka is free to introduce
environmental measures to protect human, animal or
plant life. Furthermore, our rights under International
Environmental Conventions and that Sri Lanka is a
signatory to Basel Convention are not affected and
environmental laws and regulations of the country will
continue to be applied.
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Hon. Deputy Chairman, more broadly let me reiterate
that this FTA with Singapore has very cleverly been
negotiated by us. Unlike in other FTAs signed by
Singapore with other countries where the level of
liberalization is more than 90 per cent on tariff lines, in
the FTA with Sri Lanka, we limited it to 80 per cent. So,
20 per cent of tariff lines or 1887 items were kept
protected because of a concern on domestic industries and
revenue. Items like footwear, confectionary and many
other sensitive items have been kept out of the
Agreement. The liberalization programme under this FTA
has been carefully designed to have the least impact on
domestic industry and revenue collection. We have
included all revenue sensitive items in the negative list of
items which will not be subject to removal of tariff.
Therefore, 97.8 per cent revenue from custom duty is
protected. Our tariff liberalization will also take place
over a period of 12 to 15 years.

In fact, the revenue owned through tariff on goods
imported from Singapore last year was Rs. 35 billion. The
revenue loss over the next 15 years due to the FTA is only
Rs. 733 million. When annualized, it is just Rs. 51 million
a year. This is just 0.14 per cent per year. So, anyone
who claims as Singapore FTA causes revenue loss to the
Government cannot do basic arithmetic.

©0; Bewdss m0m ©vIBndB, ¢dwsy drews’ ©©
©® ©d ®¥ed OBFOGTTenry 9 830, § Eomo-
Bowdyo edge B8y® BEACD BBO s5¢mr@B sy emd gwms
Y® WO BHND NO» ¥ Be®sT D B3I» ecwm.
oS OO BBHY® edwEm D8 A OO ww»
RINOBIed edawEn OB 80D OB ©vdn
DO Oen. OB e gdmw ewd me gdeon ged
DO 80yl anone O8; Sg® BOOBGID 0DReDsT
30 I8 we vB dBw oE; 5O DDt sy I BBO
o8, s 8o Bw g8, ged BHoe BOYS eBVODEE
80 Ox¥esy, dBwr WosTesy OB gnded SO Bwo.
@ Bome me @8, ged moies 8080 Ded® Sgo
808860 80 8w yFer odBw edge ewvg O 0w
2DDIB ©WE WOB YW § COmE, Ben® BIHO
endBe edge emg v BOITTR § 0EDDsT wewr QVE
Qe EI» cOome RBwo. Given the onset of deep, far-
reaching technological progress, the nature of cross-border
trade and economic relationships is changing at dizzying
speed. Physical goods are becoming more virtual; services
are becoming more tradable; E-commerce is empowering
SMEs to go international. This emerging landscape demands
that we adopt a new approach for regional integration or risk
falling further behind in this moment of rapid global change.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)
What is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Bandula Gunawardane)
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
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no impediment to signing this Agreement” Bwce g®d
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(wrewryllg  TTRauGrrswid  FbubseT - eTHliTdsL S
ppevauIT)

(The Hon. Rajavarothiam Sampanthan - Leader of the

Opposition)

Thank you, Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, for
the opportunity given to me to say a few words in regard
to this Adjournment Motion moved by the Hon. Dinesh
Gunawardena. I do not wish to go into the technicalities
of the Sri Lanka-Singapore Free Trade Agreement, Sir.
There have been some criticisms made. [ think the
Government should look at whatever criticisms that had
been made.

Sir, I only want to refer to our two countries, Sri
Lanka and Singapore, and their history over the past
several decades. When Singapore attained independence,
its legendary leader, the first Prime Minister of
Singapore, the late Lee Kuan Yew, wanted to model
Singapore’s development on Sri Lanka. Singapore was a
backward city-state. He looked upon Sri Lanka as a
country that was developing and flourishing after
Independence with an efficient Public Service, an
efficient educational system even at the university level
and he wanted to model Singapore’s development on Sri
Lanka. But, over a period of time, it appeared and
became clear that while Singapore was advancing in
several areas and becoming a prosperous country, Sri
Lanka was receding and going backwards.

I have been reading the biography of Mr. Lee Kuan
Yew, the first Prime Minister of Singapore and from what
he states in his biography, it is clear that he had been
visiting Sri Lanka several times; Sri Lankan leaders have
been visiting Singapore several times. Mr. Lee Kuan Yew
met with Mr. S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike; he met with Mr.
Dudley Senanayake; he met with Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike; he met with Mr. Ranasinghe Premadasa
and before that, he met with Mr. J. R. Jayewardene and
all these leaders were asking Singapore to assist Sri
Lanka in the matter of development when, unfortunately,
such development did not take place. And why did such
development not take place? There was no agreement
signed between Singapore and the Governments of any
one of the leaders I referred to in the past.

What is the key to Singapore’s success? Where has
Singapore gone and where are we? I find, Sir, that in the
late 1960s, a few years after Singapore attained
independence, its per capita income was US Dollars 500.
Today, currently, its per capita income is US Dollars
55,000! It was US Dollars 500 in the late 1960s and 50
years later, it is US Dollars 55,000, which is an increase
of more than a hundredfold! The per capita income of
Singapore has increased a hundredfold in the last 50
years. Where have we gone? What has happened to us?

I will tell you, Sir, why Singapore has succeeded. In
Singapore, good governance operates on five principles.
The first is, meritocracy. You are judged on the basis of
merit; not on the basis of political influence, not on any
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other consideration, but on meritocracy. The second is,
ethnic harmony. In Singapore, you have Chinese, you
have Malays and you have Tamils. There are also four
official languages in Singapore: English, Mandarin,
Malay and Tamil. That is, they give recognition to all the
people who live in Singapore. There is complete equality;
there is no discrimination; there is no denial of anyone's
entitlement. The third is, clean government. Bribery is not
tolerated; corruption is not tolerated. From top to bottom,
everyone has got to be clean, free from bribery and free
from corruption. The fourth is, the rule of law. The rule of
law is strictly enforced irrespective of who you are. You
may be a big man, you may be a small man, but the rule
of law is strictly enforced. The final principle is, social
equity. Whether it be in the field of health, in the field of
education, in the field of employment or in the field of
development, there is equity, there is equality. So, Sir,
those are the basic principles on which Singapore has
developed.

It is because we have not observed those principles -
we have not observed ethnic harmony; we have not
brought about unity amongst our people; we have not
observed meritocracy; we have not observed clean
government; we have not observed the rule of law and we
have not observed social equity - that we have moved
backwards. I think, Sir, that is something we must
remember. We must improve.

Sir, when I read Mr. Lee Kuan Yew's biography, there
was a very interesting comment he had made. Singapore
had no port initially. Subsequently, he built a port in
Singapore. He was asked the question, Sir, as to whether
he praised anyone for the miraculous development in his
country. His answer was, “I owe very much to the leftist
politicians in Sri Lanka.” He said that he was prompted to
construct a harbour in Singapore to provide bunkering
facilities to ships sailing around the world when the
Colombo Harbour was constantly crippled due to trade
union actions led by Left politicians and that was the
beginning of Singapore’s development. Our Harbour was
crippled through strikes organized by Left politicians and
Lee Kuan Yew saw in that an opportunity to build a
harbour in Singapore and supply facilities to ships from
around the world. That, Sir, is the position. If Singapore
has succeeded and we have not succeeded, these are the
reasons why we have not succeeded. We have not been
able to take our country forward because we have not
governed our country on the basis of principles that are
necessary, compulsory and essential to ensure proper
economic development.

When 1 listened to some of the criticisms made by
some of my friends here, I was wondering whether we are
looking a gift horse in the mouth. There is a story, Sir,
that when somebody presented another person with a
horse - the horse was a gift - the other person, instead of
thanking the gentleman who gifted the horse, looked in
the mouth of the horse to find out whether the teeth were
in good condition. So, this is like looking a gift horse in

the mouth to see whether its teeth are in good condition.
Singapore does not need a Free Trade Agreement with us.
Singapore has gone so far away from us. People in
Singapore earn more than hundred times what we earn.
So, Singapore does not need a Free Trade Agreement
with us; it is we who need a Free Trade Agreement with
Singapore.

I would, therefore, urge the Government, if there be
any corrections that need to be made to the Agreement,
make those corrections, but implement the Agreement for
the benefit of our country, use the expertise of Singapore,
use the technology that Singapore can provide you, use
the services that Singapore can provide you and develop
our country's economy because this country needs to be
developed. This country needs to go forward. Our people
are suffering from a diminishing quality of life. Every
day, every week, every month, every year we are moving
backwards. We cannot move backwards. This must end.
We must start co-operating with countries that can be
helpful to us. There is an Agreement we have to sign with
India : ETCA - Economic and Technology Co-operation
Agreement. That has not been signed. Why? Fear,
prejudice, irrational thinking. You cannot go on like this.
You cannot turn a blind eye to development taking place
the world over, in several countries. You must open out.
You must have courage, you must have the confidence
that you can engage with the other countries, with
development taking place in other countries and benefit
ourselves from such engagement, from such co-operation,
from such coordination. We must abandon this attitude of
fear, apprehension and irrational thinking.

I would therefore urge Sir, that subject to whatever
corrections that need to be made in terms of the
criticisms levelled against the Agreement, please,
implement the Agreement without delay and please, give
Sri Lanka an opening towards development.

Thank you.

[e.0. 3.29]
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(The Hon. Niroshan Perera - State Minister of National

Policies and Economic Affairs)
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(The Hon. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Kanaka Herath to the Chair?
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(The Hon. Abdul Haleem - Minister of Post, Postal Services

and Muslim Affairs)

I propose that the Hon. Kanaka Herath do now take
the Chair.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
left the Chair, and THE HON. KANAKA HERATH fook the Chair.
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Give me only one more minute, please.
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(The Hon. Presiding Member)

The next speaker is the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake. You
have 14 minutes.

[e.e0. 4.14]

MO 08 S €GB D5

(omresorLyfl@ Tall & HesTTHTds)
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Anybody can download his thesis from the internet
and we have seen very clearly that you have made certain
amendments to the thesis that he has produced. He is a
New Zealander and his thesis is the one which had been
produced as the National Trade Policy for Sri Lanka.
Hon. Minister, that Policy contains only a summary
statement and a conclusion. But, a policy statement
cannot have only a summary statement and a conclusion.
Probably, that is the thesis he produced for his PhD. That
is all about it.
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(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

I just want a clarification on the same thing - what the
Hon. (Dr.) Ramesh Pathirana mentioned. This is the
National Trade Policy of Sri Lanka which was published
by Dr. Ravi Ratnayake and apparently only the references
have been removed from it and you tabled it a month ago.
Hon. Minister, you tabled a new National Trade Policy
one month ago, but that is his thesis and only the
references have been removed.

Secondly, when I was talking, you were not there. So,
I just wanted a few more clarifications.

OO0 @O, & BBy ©8@ITIVewsy ddd T o®
05 80 almimed 880 sm Bedmdr. dev® »O Ow
BoosOm Oxfesy emewn®c? & DHed®, e® »HFTD®
@Oenrs,- [P BZ@F)

®C §Roes500:) OG0

(orerLLfl@ SeweVeLSTRIGL 2 MIILNesTT SjeuTse)

(The Hon. Presiding Member)

OO OTEROB, ¢z D gles WOI®. OO0 Bonvm
BBwO Bwyy ®0ewmw® nOB I Grews yme WIsTesT.

O @QWI5T @SB Dwmo

(orenrfl@ QFanmer GFwdlbis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)

08 81eE WIORON WSOTIHB O Ay @
2@BROB, 0@ PHIFOW WO @® ihdemws ovd e®
GO0 WY ©® wder gbym Ledicsy DO evm
o5 38e?

©0 O8W ©sOBn® dvwm

(omessrLyifl@ wedld Fraldrio)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

@08 YEHOED ¢FBH0 e¢sIy 0 gdas BHl. DY
® ©® mome Bt vy ged e® »d edege
yBoBe 8w agdided w350 deadlcewsy ¢m®@n Yewn.
®0 O 3w Bw @ddided Orc wied -gendn Gised
Ded- dw ax®» Hew. @8 consult Sy eBme
Bdmden @ cod 0 oty neaddln OEn® Vensy
PC . @® @DENedE & OO eFam e table* mdmoa.

@O Roe306:e) OIE @

(oressTfl @ HWVMLSTHRIGLD 2 MILILNTT Sj6uTssiT)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

O @@ ©ReW® FHBAE.

Bgwd, o 0°Ore® Boemd OsIEn®. @
OE OB, Y0 B8 8 WS Bedm .

[e.20.6.47]

©G D5I2® BSemns Owm

(wrenryLllg Fhdlw afrs6lsmy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

GowonGi®) 00 OEROB, ae ST me Bewlsmn
WO IS Yeowmed 8Im o@ewest, SO0 @m®
D1¢o O e®® @imamnd M O BHBOD CF O O®
YOO ©wrg dm. 00 WD ©x BJ, SO
350050 007edsY 2d8me AR oIy avInshBm
eDege BICH 9O Do DmDI. 0® JO gBwined 8O®
ey 8eBm eDege BACH BnE O8Q ¢@ydsy wDERHWO
CH g 00, gl 9B 1 DEHHEIID, AR LoBmwsy
Com0d0 §ed, 8 “HBWwWET ComdO §ed, vanB8sT,
PGB Eom0d Ped ged 5ed 8BI® Aweld. 1950 o 80
©® Ced wDHIAMB & DEIEOD BoOBPGHD B e
Comd Ded On ©d5Te DEIEBEeTREDE. Y
Bonrdyo® & dedd 8830 On, 9@ s ecw I gwed
@ w8088 sl WwEd come edwsl Ox» 8O
:D8Am@ A5 Eom0dO D& 988wd Buwi. a8 1980 dec
Omem0 0® »IFOw eFG® v B.0dysOd Ow
edege B8ueO dgRewn. B.wdycd dFm OcRey &
edege 8OO @ed EEeOTRD NEBLBT e¢mD BBICEWsY
8¢ 2)®» med. 1980 Dweld g @¢ Dm0 ecImed
edege yBunBw, CODE @8lSm yBusy odmed 085y
@) ©@eWImW, el HOIBTEHO Do wDELMB WS
»OITTemO oD god edoge »OEn wWOEImB BB
wewr 08 BESe® D8e Om 11060 OB g mOWD
085y B3 e@evinw, B.-vdycid a¢ CA® D8e Kra
Canal &2 B0am BEOS O ¢00meld8 § Comd sdnd
0B Beadm e@ewimm, 0® dgedn edeoge BGy®
882D do 01Swd B0 Dth god ¢S e WE FN®
Bwoo OO0 Bl WO, @S ¢LIBROA, 0® o
@O 0D YO WY @i OBOSewn N6
RN RIed cudd® cTwws e® edNEDsY ewdo.

* gedmmeed D g,
*  BreoflewsViIGSIs0 ew6vsdsLILIL (HaTens).
* Placed in the Library.



159 ZlelelclCka 1) 160

[061 05380 BoTemd @wm]

88 E» ¢ieydn. YT OO WEWD WD, BBAHSed
@B CROBOD B85 o ¢Fwwed 1980 Deed
8850 8BedsTnd wd®m e B D BBsBOSwWO
an)® ¢ienie Bum wiws OO ©r DD, §ERaess0de) O
OIEnOB, 8Bed®@sind B85 ©wOOnm wim ¢ BDuen
2088e®@Tned an®Be A0 0dmiE BIOO HBHO®
IO OWACHBY 0wd POBDSWHO end BERBwumO owd
B0 Beadmdie Bws y@me ag O & Beadmdo.

@0 OB ©w®dn® Svwmo
(orerfl@ wedld Fwrallsro)
(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

298 8Seda.
TUBSITT.
rose.

B o350 OIE o

(LomevsTL LAl @ SePVMLGTHRIGLD 2 MILILNGTT Bj6uiT6T)
(The Hon. Presiding Member)

©0 OB OB HI® 2@rm1sn®o.

@0 OBW 8OcDD® wmo

(omevsryLll@ wedlds Fograildro)
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Hon. Member, I think you must be referring to the
Bilateral Investment Treaty.
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

IPPA. TPPA has been an Agreement between two
countries.

@G OBW 8®cBD® dwmo

(oreryfl@ wedld Fwrallsr)

(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

There was no Free Trade Agreement. You must be
referring to the Bilateral Investment Treaty.

@G D538® BoFems Owmo
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

This is the IPPA which has been ratified by
Parliament.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
It was not a -
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)
My argument is that legally -
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

I understand what you are saying. But it is not a Free
Trade Agreement; it is a Bilateral Investment Treaty.
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(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

There is a reference to that in this particular
Agreement.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

When it was referred to the AG, he said that it was not
mandatory to present it to Parliament and there was no
impediment to sign the Agreement. You were also in the
Cabinet at that time.
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Yes, I was in the Cabinet and I have given my
observations also. That is the other point. Of course, I
believe that the Attorney-General should have taken into
consideration the supremacy of Parliament. Had
Parliament ratified something -
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©0 2osid Dby OB e B a8 v Yey
6000 BLEFCO® o aog EedE ®® table meo; I tabled
the names of all the Associations that we met.
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But they deny the fact that they have been given an
opportunity.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)

I have got the dates that we have met those
Associations and the names of those Associations. I do
not know who met you. But I have given the names of
the Associations.

®C D388 BSems Owmo

(wreryll@ FHdlw afrésesriy)

(The Hon. Chandima Weerakkody)

All 48 Associations affiliated to the OPA have spoken
to us. According to them, they have not been given an
opportunity to discuss.
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(The Hon. Malik Samarawickrama)
But I have tabled the list of names.
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So, I would like to request you to give them an
opportunity, if you can.
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it annul it. Tt is still valid. That maybe the reason why the
Attorney General has said that it is not mandatory to go to
Parliament and that maybe the reason why he has given us
the approval to sign this Agreement.
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Parliament adjourned accordingly at 7.28 p.m. until 1.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 18th July, 2018.
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